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OTHING has contributed more to 

the advancement of ſcience, than the 
eſtabliſhment of literary ſocieties: theſe ex- 
cite a generous ardour in liberal minds, and 


raiſe even envy itſelf into uſeful emulation. 


In that ſcience, which rational eſtima- 
tion has placed firſt in the ſcale of honour ; 
the ſcience which propoſes the nobleſt 
objects for its end, the preſervation and 
reſtoration of health; the improvements 
which have already reſulted from the for- 


mation of ſocieties are well known to the 
medical world. 


The principal part of our knowledge 


muſt be ever derived from comparing our 
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own obſervations with thoſe of others. 
In this view the utility of ſocieties, which 
afford an opportunity for the mutual com- 
munication of our thoughts, muſt be ſuffi- 
ciently apparent. Deceaſed authors can- 
not ſolve our difficulties, nor will the 


obſervations made in other ages and cli- 


mates, hold always true in our own. 


There are ſome circumſtances peculiarly 
favourable to a riſing ſociety; each mem- 
ber thinking the honour of the aſſociation 
in ſome meaſure dependent upon himſelf, 
is ſtimulated to the higheſt exertion of his 
powers : unawed by the fame, and fearleſs 
of being eclipſed by the luſtre of his pre- 
deceſſors, no damp is caſt upon the vigour 


of that genius, which can alone produce 
great diſcoveries. 


The inſtitution of this Society is to give 
the practitioners in the healing art, fre- 


quent 


„ 
7 
£3 
\ 
& iy 
1 
1 
; 
1 
1 
5 
; 
{ 


PTE F ACE ͤ· : 


quent opportunities of meeting togetherg, 
and conferring with each other, concern- 
ing any difficult or uncommon caſes which 
may have occurred; or communicating 
any new diſcoveries in medicine which 


have been made, either at home or abroad. 


Medical papers, which may tend to the 
advancement of the ſcience, will be re- 
ceived by the Society ; and ſuch as may be 
deemed worthy of publication, carefully 


preſerved, until ſufficient matter for a 


volume ſhall be collected. 


Many uſeful facts are loſt from the want 
of a proper opportunity of conveying 
them to the world; and though, when 
conſidered ſeparately, they may not be of 
ſufficient importance to claim the attention 
of the public, yet when a number of them 
are collected together, they may become 


highly deſerving of notice: to ſuch facts, 


when 
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vhen properly authenticated, the Society 


will always be particularly attentive. 


In order to excite practitioners to bring 
thoſe talents to light, which would other- 
wiſe lie buried, and uſeleſs to the commu- 
nity, the Society, on 1ts firſt inſtitution, 
propoſed to hold forth honorary rewards 
to thoſe who ſhould improve the medical 


art: * and it is now Teſoluved to give a 


« Silver Medal annually, to the author of 


« the beſt memorr that ſhall be communica- 
« ted voi hin the year ; which ſhall be deci- 
* ded by the Fellows of the Society, who 
being the judges of its merit, cannot be 
candidates for the prize.” 


* 
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They have likewiſe founded a medical 


library, that its members might have an 


eaty accels to the beſt ancient and modern 


authors. 


Further 
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Further to promote theſe intentions, 
Dr. LETTSOMu, one of its earlieſt, moſt 
active, and ſteady members, has, with un- 
equalled generoſity given to the Society a 
ſpacious freehold houſe, in which, beſides 
rooms for the meetings and other pur- 
poſes of the Society, there 1s a library 
capable of containing forty thouſand vo- 


lumes. 


The ſame very worthy and zealous 
member, has alſo veſted in the public 
funds, a ſum of money ſufficient to ena- 
ble the Society to give annually a Gold 
Medal of the value of ten guineas, ſubject 
to the regulations hereafter to be men- 


tioned, 


The Society, with the greateſt pleaſure 
and gratitude, record theſe ſplendid dona- 
tions, which ſo fully enable them to 
exccute their original plan; and although 
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nothing ſimilar has been hitherto attempted 
in this kindgdom, yet, they hope that the 
example may appear not altogether un- 


worthy of 1mitation. 


In printing the Memoirs of the Society, 
the Fellows and Correſponding Members are 
diſtinguiſhed by initials affixed to their 
names from the other reſpectable gentle- 
men of the faculty, who have kindly fur- 


niſhed valuable communications, 


In the recollection of the enjoyment of 
the company and labours of their mem- 
bers, the Society cannot but regret the loſs 
of any individual of their body; to pre- 
ſerve, however, ſome honourable memorial 
of their former aſſociates, it is propoſed 
to introduce, in the publications of the 


Society, incmous of their deceaſed mem- 


þers, 


The 
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The members of this Society have ex- 
tended its foundation as much as poſſible: 
wiſhing to riſe ſuperior to all low diſtinc- 
tions, they have endeavoured to render 
every perſon uſeful in that branch of the 
ſcience to which he properly belongs. 


Animated with an ardent deſire of pro- 
moting medical knowledge, and the good 
of the community, the Society lay the 
following volume before the public, and 
requeſt the further aſſiſtance of the faculty, 
in order to render their labours more ex- 
tenſively beneficial to mankind. 


THE Society conſiſts of Phyſicians, 
Surgeons, and Apothecaries, divided into 
Fellows, Correſponding Members, and Can- 
didates. 
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The number of Fellows is reſtricted to 
thirty in each branch of the profeſſion, 
who alone direct the affairs of the Society, 


and are eligible into any office. 


No perſon is eligible as a Fellow, or 
Candidate of this Society, unleſs ſettled in 
buſineſs in the city of London, or within 
ſeven miles thereof. | 


No Phyſician 1s eligible as a Fellow, 
who does not produce a diploma, and 
teſtimonials of having ſtudied medicine 
regularly in ſome univerſity, unleſs he is a 
member of the College of Phyſicians of 
London. 


No Surgeon 1s eligible as a Fellow, who 
has not been approved of by the court of 
examining ſurgeons. 


When any one of the three claſſes of 
which 
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which the Society conſiſts, has thirty Fel- 
| lows, thoſe perſons who may deſire to 
become members of the Society, can be 
admitted only on the liſt of Candidates. 


| Theſe Candidates enjoy all the privileges 
of Fellows, except that of voting in any 


queſtion which may come before the 
Society. 


They pay the ſame fine on admiſſion, 
and the ſame annual ſubſcription with the 
Fellows: but when elected into the liſt of 
Fellows, they are not required to pay a 
ſecond admiſſion fine. 


When any vacancy happens in the hſt 
of Fellows, it is filled up by ballot from 
the Candidates of that diſtin& branch of 
the Society in which ſuch vacancy oc- 
curred, 
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This election is always made at the 
general meetings of the Society, of which 
there are annually two, 


No perſon is eligible as a Correſponding 
Member who reſides within ſeven miles of 
London, 


If any perſon who has been elected a 
Correſponding Member, {hall come to re- 
ſide in or within ſeven miles of London, 
he ſhall, on paying his admiſſion fine, and 
ſigning the obligation, be admitted a Fel- 
low, if there ſhould be a vacancy in the 
liſt on which he muſt Rand. But if the 
liſt ſhould be full, or any Candidate on it, 


he ſhall be admitted a Candidate without 
further ballot, 


No proprietor of any empyrical noſtrum 
13 eligible into this Society. 


REGU- 


PR E F A C E. xi 


REGULATIONS reſhefting the Gold 


Medal, founded in Commemoration of 
Dr. JohN FoTHERGILL. 


1. THAT the Medal be given annually 
to the author of the beſt Diſſertation, on a 
ſubject propoſed by the Society, for which 


the learned of all countries ſhall be invited 
as candidates. 


2. Each Differtation {hall be delivered 
to the Secretary, written 1n a legible hand, 
in the Latin, Engliſh, or French language, 


at leaſt two months before the meeting for 
adjudging the Medal. 


— 


3. With it ſhall be delivered a ſealed 
packet, with ſome device on the outſide; 


and within, the author's name and deſign- 
ation. 


4. The ſame device ſhall be put on the 
Diſſertation, 
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Diſſertation, that the Society may know 
how to addreſs the ſucceſsful candidate. 


5. There ſhall be a Committee appoint- 
ed by the Society, for the purpoſe of 
adjudging this Medal, conſifl: yg of the 
Council; to whom ſhall be joined ſuch 
other members as the Society ſhall think 
proper; and their ſentence ſhall be final. 


6. The Medal ſhall be adjudged on the 
8th. day of March, that being the birth- 
day of the late Dr. ForHERGIII. The 


firſt Medal ſhall be adjudged in the year 
1787. | 


7. No Diſſertation with the name of the 
author affixed can be received, that the 
Committee may decide on the merits of 
each, without any knowledge of, or parti- 
ality for, the author. 


8. All 


nn © 


8. All the Diſſertions, the ſucceſsful one 
excepted, {hall be returned, if delired, 
with the packets unopened which contain 


the names of the authors. 


The following Queſtion was propoſed as 
the ſubject for the firſt Prize Medal: 


« What diſeaſes may be mitigated or cu- 
« red by exciting particular affettions or 


* paſſions of the mind?“ 


Which was adjudged in favour of Dr. 
William Falconer, of Bath, Correſponding 
Member of the Medical Society. 


The following Queſtion 1s propoſed as 
the Subject for the Prize Medal for the 
year 1788: 


« How ts the human body in health, and 


* mm a diſeaſed ſtate, affefled by different 
« kinds of AIR?“ 


And 
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ſed. 
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ion is propo 


And for the year 1789, the following 


& What circumſtances accelerate, retard, 
* or prevent the progreſs of INFECTION?” 


xvi 


Queſt 
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him communicated to the Medical Society 
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ARTICLE. I 
On the Character of Ascularius, in 4 
Letter addreſſed to JoHN CoaKLEy 
LEeTTSOM, M. D. F. R. S. &c. and by 


him communicated to the M 1 Society 
of London. 
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Prefatory Letter to Dr. LETTSOM. 


S IR. 


OU deſire me to ſend you my opi- 
nion concerning Æſculapius, the 
« reputed God of Phyſic. In conſequence 

1 of this, I tranſmit to you an account of 
q this Deity from papers which I formerly 
q drew up. It is only a part of a larger 
Vol J. B « Treatiſe, 


* 


«c 


2 Prefatory Letter to Dr. LET TSO. 


« Treatiſe, in which I have conſidered the 
« hiſtory of the principal gods of the 
« Gentile world. And in the proceſs of 
„this inquiry I have endeavoured to 
« ſhew, firſt, that moſt of theſe deities 
« were but one: and that their Hiſtory 
« relates ultimately to the ſame object: 
„and in the next place to intimate, what 
the prototype, that original object, was. 
« As this is only a part of a larger work, 
« the account, which I give, may ap- 
% pear ſometimes imperfect; and my. in- 
e ferences not ſo plain, as might be wiſhed: 5 
« for they ſometimes depend upon an an- 
tecedent hiſtory, with which you are 
not acquainted. It will therefore be 
„ neceſlary, in the peruſal of the follow- 
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ing Treatiſe, to make this allowance. | 
|; | 7 | 
9 Sir. b, 
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« Your molt ſincere Friend 


and humble Servant, 


London, December | wo wvirsd if 
1785: „ THE Au THOR.“ 


7 OR —_ 
Winks, ES. + 
LE cf n 


CONCERNING THE 12 


Vi” cx "JEL | 4 


CHARACTER 


88 2858891 10 ig N 
ed e. A b Us 


Av INC G given ape by the 
variety, and at the ſame time, iden- 


tity of the Gentile divinities; and, having 
particularly deſcribed Apollo, Pan, Priapus, 
Jupiter, Neptune, and ſome others of the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed characters, in the per- 
formance above alluded to, I proceed now 
to Æſculapius; or, as he is expreſſed by 
the Greeks, Aſclepius. För this Hultory 


we muſt not depend ſolely upon the wri- 
ters of Greece, as their evidence cannot 


be admitted without ſome reſtriction. It 


appears plainly, that they oftentimes: mil- 


interpreted their ancient hieroglyphical 
B 2 hiſtories, 
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hiſtories, having loſt fight of the original 
purport, But before I apply to the mytho- 
logy of Greece, I ſhall conſider the ac- 


counts afforded from Aſia Minor; and 


thoſe ſtill more early from Phœnicia and 
Egypt. 


According to the learned Sir John Mar- 
ſham, the Æſculapius of Greece was a 
thouſand years more recent than the deity 
of the ſame name among the * Egyptians. 
By this he ſeems to intimate, that they 
were two diſtintt perſons : but they were 
undoubtedly the ſame ; and this may be 
proved from their hiſtory. Therefore this 
only ſhould have been ſaid by the learned 
writer above, that Æſculapius was rever- 
enced in Egypt one thouſand years before 
he was known in Greece. As his hiſtory 
was manifeſtly imported, it will be proper 
to apply to *perſans of thoſe countries 
from whence it came. He will be found 
to be repreſented under various characters, 


Eſculapius Græcus mille annis recentior Ægyptio. 
Marſham' Canon Chron. p. 43. 


like 
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like the perſons of whom I have before 
treated: but of all theſe characters the 
principal is that of a phyſician. This at 
firſt may make his department ſeem rather 
limited, and not afford that conſiderable 
character, which he will be found to main- 
tain. It will however appear, upon ex- 
amination, that he was eſteemed the prin- 
cipal deity; the ſame as Jupiter and 
Apollo; the ſame alſo as Oſiris, Hermes, 
Thoth, and Apis the phyſician. To theſe 
others may be added, each of whom at 
particular times was reputed chief. 


————— D o—_—_—_—_—_—__— 


Of his Worſhip and Titles. 

ASCULAPIUS was much reverenced 

in Aſia Minor; and had many temples in 
Caria and Ionia, and particularly at Perga- 
mus : being greatly honoured by the people 
of thoſe parts. Ariſtides of that country 
mentions his being worſhipped under the 
title of Zevg Aoxayric,' or Jupiter Æſcu- 
lapius, and he gives him the following high 
character 
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p 15 the derty, as we learn from the ſacred 


writings, who manages and direfts the 
whole world : the conſervator of all things, 
and guardian of the immortal gods. Theſe 
gods, whatever their titles may have been, 
were in reality dæmons, or men © deified. 
Of theſe there was one principal and parent 
of the reſt, and among the many denomi- 
nations, with which he was diſtinguiſhed, 
one was Æſculapiusz. 


He was eſteemed the chief deity at 
Memphis, where a live“ ſerpent was pre- 
ſerved, as an emblem of him, and treated 
with a religious. reverence. From hence 
ve may perceive that * muſt have been 


d Ariſtides. Orat. vi. p. 8 
We find him repreſented in the ſame manner by the 
Emperor Julian Larne Tw h Orat. iv. p. 153. 


55 © Upon this fubject the reader may have recourſe to a 


'very valuable treatiſe, by the Rev. Mr. Farmer, of Wal- 
.thamitow. 


the 
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the ſame as Apis, the god of phyſic: who 
was alſo looked upon as the principal god 
of that place. They indeed eſteemed him 
the ſovereign of all. We therefore muſt 


not wonder, if we find him ſtyled f Osec 


eveeyecaTtoG, a deity the moſt energetick and 
operative of any. Oos yigg, the greateſt 
of all gods. He was, we find, the ſu- 
preme of the whole; yet he was only a 
dzmon : and we may judge of his hiſtory 


and antiquity from the words of Sir John 


Marſham. * ÆEſculapius Memphites inter 
primos hommum numeratur, qui opinione 
hominum Du fatti ſunt. 


He muſt have been the fame as Sydyc, 


the man of juſtice, recorded in the hiſtories 
of Phcoemicia, though thoſe hiſtories are 


* Apis in Civitate Memphi ſolis inſtar excipitur. 
Macrob. Sat. I. i. c. 21. p. 212. See alſo Strabo. 
I. xvii. p. 1058. and Ælian above. 
AÆſculapius the ſame as Oſiris. Diodorus. I. i. p. 19. 
and p. 76. 
' lian de Animal. 1. xi. c. 10. p. 615. 
5 Lucian de Sacrificiis. vol. i. p. 339. 
»Chron. Can. ſect. i. p. 41. 
p. Juſtus. 


ſadly 
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ſadly confounded ; as they now ſtand in 
the verſion of Philo Byblius. Æſculapius 
was Zeug, or Jupiter: and Sydyc muſt have 
been the ſame; for his ſons were the 
Agree, Dioſcuri. * Ex Ts Sudux Awowo- 
x50. They are ſaid to have been ſeven 


in number, and Kab, the deities called 


Cabiri. But in another place Aſculapius 
is made the *ſon of Sydyc, by which 
fon muſt be meant a ſecond Aſculapius, 
and he is ſtyled ade Do, or brother 
to the reſt; if the reading be true. 
We have a particular hiſtory given of 
theſe Cabin by Damaſcius in Photius, 
where the name of Æſculapius is ſubjoined, 
but the word ade Dog is not mentioned. 
Tabu S οοννο EmTH e, x 0055; 
EPMNVEUSTI, Ka Kabeiess, Oydoog de eyevero 
em T&T0M1G 0 Ee, oO ACKAYTIOV EPLYNEUSU- 
To Sadyc were born ſeven ſons, who are by 
interpretation the Dioſcuri, or ſons of Ju- 
hitler, and Cabiri; to theſe was an adittonal 


erghth, who is eſteemed the ſame as AÆſcu- 


* Sanchoniathon apud Euſeb. P. E. 1. i. c. 10. p-. 36. 
I 0/300; avTAY Oo Aovaynio;., Ibid. p. 39. 
*Photii Biblioth. p. 1074. 
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lapius. Philo affords a ſimilar hiſtory of 
theſe perſons. * Ex Ts Suu Aon, 1 
Kabel, N Koevbtreg, 1 Tauogeaueg. From 
Sadyc came the perſons called Dioſcuri, 
Cabiri, Corybantes, and Samothraces. The 
laſt name was given them from their being 
particularly worſhipped in Samothracia: 
where their rites were eſteemed the moſt 
ſolemn and myſterious of any, and of the 
higheſt antiquity. They are ſtyled by 
Caſſius Hemina Jes; peyanc, Jes; Yps, 
Jes, wars; great, benevolent, and power- 
ful deities. As they were the ſame as the 
Corybantes, their father Sadyc or Sydyc, 
mult have been Corybas ; and this hiſtory 
may be further illuſtrated from the account 
given of that perlon. We accordingly 
find Corybas ſtyled in an Orphic hymn, 
* Nuurepmecy Kemra, the nocturnal Cures : 
AwopuopP avarta, the prince of various 
forms, Jeov din, a deity of a two-fold na- 
ture; wopEy dye epo Ppaxovrog, who was 
repreſented under the figure of a dark ſer- 


Euſeb. P. E. l. i. c. 10. p. 36. 
* Macrobii Saturn. 1. iii. c. 4. p. 276. 
? Orph. H. 38. 


Vol. I. C hent, 
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bent, under which figure AMſculapius is 
continually found. Corybas therefore and 
Aculapius were the lame. 


Of the CABIRTI. 


THE Cabiri are ſaid above from Philo 
to have been ſeven in number, and all 
ſons, but they are differently deſcribed by 
other writers. Acuſilaus Argivus made 
them the children of Camilus, and fix in 
number : and they were ſaid, according to 
Pherecides Syrus“, to conſiſt of three 
ſons, and three daughters. According to 
Mnaſeas, whoſe authority is quoted in the 
Scholia to Apollonius Rhodius, there were 
only four Cabiri: and there is {till a fur- 
ther difference of opinion concerning them, 
as may be found upon conſulting their hil- 
tory. Camilus, the ſuppoſed father, as 


mentioned from Pherecydes by Strabo, is 


1 Strabo. 1. x. p- 724. 
Strabo. above, p. 724. 
Scholia to. 1. i. v. 917. 
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by other writers expreſſed Cadmilus and 
Caſmilus, the ſame as Hermes. Herodo- 
tus takes notice of a temple dedicated to 
the Cabiri at *Memphis, where we know 
AÆſculapius was the chief deity, Memphim 
urbem preſentia numinis Æſculapii *cla- 
ram. Two live ſerpents were preſerved 
there and held ſacred, thence we may be 
aſſured that Cadmilus, Sydyc, Corybas, 
Hermes, Jupiter Apis, and Aſculapius, 
were the ſame perſon : and they will be 9 
found all to terminate in the Orphic Pro- 
togonus, the reputed firſt man: the ſame 
who 1s repreſented * oye, IO, ſprung 
from an egg, and of a twofold nature, 
yeveory Maa lurwrr avJpur, from whom 
all, both the Makares, or derfied perſons, 
and thoſe who are mere mortals, are de- 


ſcended. 


7 * 'O de wpeciheweveo; Kuopuhog, Eppys e5rv. Schol. above, 
I. i. p. 917. 

* Herod. l. iii. c. 37. p. 214. 

* Marcellinus. 1. 22. p. 277. lian de Animal. 
5 I. xvi. c. 39. p. 912. 
\ * Orph. Hymn. 5. 
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We have ſeen that according to Philo, 
the ſons of Sydyc, the man of juſtice, 
amounted to ſeven, with a perſon added, 
who made eight. But this does not appear 
to be accurate, and 1s contradicted by eve- 
ry other writer. If then we correct the 
Phœnician mythology by the Samothra- 
cian, we may allow that Sydyc had a fa- 
mily of ſeven perſons : and that Aſcula- 
pius, the ſame as Sydyc, made the eighth. 
In acting thus we ſhall hardly fall ſhort of 
the truth. The difference in the nnmbers 
ſpeciſied ſeems to have ariſen from this. 
If the whole of the family was included, 
they amounted to eight, and the eighth 
perſon 1s particularly taken notice of, as 
being of more conſequence than the reſt. 
It fix are mentioned, then they conſiſt of 
three ſons,- and three daughters. But if 
four only, then we may infer that it was 
che male part of the family: and till 
there is one diſtinguiſhed perſon ſpecified, 


whom we may preſume to have been the 


head of the four. This is confirmed by a 


Some include Ceres and Proſerpine among the four, 
but this is only ſurmiſe. 


paſſage 


— 


3 


8 «ty 
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paſſage in the Scholia, to which I have 
before applied. For the author in that 
paſſage makes mention of three Cabiri, 
and at the end ſubjoins a fourth, as the 
principal of the whole. O de Teocr)euevc; 
reraerog Knowing, Egung en, d 15opet 
AtoroiSwg;, From whence we find that 
the fourth perſon annexed was Caſmilus, 
who was the ſame as Hermes. Now it has 
been ſhewn, that Hermes was the ſame as 
Sydyc, the father of all, the ſame allo as 
Aſculapius. 


* 


—— . . ———— 


Concerning the Time of his Appearance. 


THE wxra of Sydyc may be further 
known from the perſon whom he 1s ſup- 
poſed to have wedded. Tauro de Asyc- 
ue Js wick TY Trav nenlege yew. 
rA. Euſeb. 1.1. c. 10. p. 37. From hence 
we learn, that Sydyc, denominated the 
Juſt, had a wife of the Titanian race, and 


See Scholia, above, v. 317. 


COn- 
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conſequently of the Titanian times, who 
bore him a ſon, &c. Theſe times were 
antecedent to the flood of Ogyges and 
Deucalion, and before the renewal of the 
world: when Sydyc was in his primitive 
ſtate. The ſon born is ſaid to have been 
Aſculapius; who is made the offspring of 
many fathers. This was owing to a par- 
ticular miſtake of the Grecians, in reſpect 
to the Eaſtern mode of expreſſion. When 
a perſon was ſaid to be the ſon of Sydyc, 
or Themis, that is, of Juſtice, it only 
meant, that he was a juſt man. A ſon of 
Cronus was a man of ancient days: a ſon 
of Prometheus, a man of wiſdom. A son 
of the earth, an huſbandman: a ſon of the 
ocean, one, who was connected with the 
ſea. It is a common Hebraiſm. Hence 
we read in the Scriptures of a ſon of valour 
for a brave man : of a fon of a murderer 
for a perſon guilty of blood. Alſo of a 
lon of peace : a ſon of conſolation : a ſon 
of perditton : a fon of Belial : and a ſon 
of lie morning. How art thou fallen, 0 


* Haiah, c. xiv. v. 12 
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Lucifer, thou fon of the morning! This is 
ſpoken of a perſon rifing to the zenith of 
his glory, but caſt down for his impiety. 
The ſame mode of expreſſion is to be found 
in Homer, where he is ſpeaking of Mem- 
non the Athiopian, who flew Antilochus. 


"Ov 'e Hes exrene Prem aynacg vice 


Alſo in Virgil, where he makes mention of 
the ſame perſon. | 


Nunc quibus Auroræ veniſſet Filius armis. 


But theſe poets, and the people of their 
times, took Eos, the ſame as Aurora, to 
have been the real mother of Memnon. 
Whereas in this inſtance the ſon of the 
morning ſignified merely Orientis Filius, a 
man born in the eaſt, an oriental perſon. 
Theſe miſconceptions gave birth to many 
ideal parents: ſo that a perſon is often 
made his own ſon, and is brought under 
dliſferent degrees of relation to himſelf. 


: Odyſl, iv. V. 188. 


bei. 731. 
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It has been ſhewn, that Æſculapius was 
the ſame as Zeus or Jupiter, by the Dioſ- 
curi, or Jove nati, being his children : 
yet we have ſeen him introduced as their 
brother. According to Stobæus he was 
the offspring of Pan, and Hephæſtobule.— 
4 TTavoo u. Habs. Pan was the 
ſame as Sydyc, the origin of all mankind : 
but repreſented under the character of an 
huſbandman and ſhepherd. As to He- 
phæſtobule, it ſeems a ſtrange compound: 
for the word Cg is a Grecian term, and 
could not, I think, be the termination of 
the ancient and original name. What the 


Grecian mythologiſts have expreſſed He- 


pheſto-bule, was probably in the Egyptian 
language Hephæſta-bala or baala. By this 
is ſignified the lady or princeſs Hephaelſta, 
in other words the deity of fire. Through 
the whole hiſtory of Sydyc or Aſculapius, 
under whatever denomination, there 1s an 
uniform reference to this element: and 


So it ſhould be read inſtead of graue, &c. 
Stobaus in Eclogis Phyſicis, p. 117. J. 28. 
© Analogous to 7532. 


f * * 1 88 7 p 
Hephzita is the feminine of Hage, or Vulcan. 
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the perſon, who had the name of Hephæſta 
in Egypt, was in Syria ſtyled Noveit, and 


Neid, a name of the ſame * purport. 


It was by the Grecians tranſlated TTvppa, 
Pyrrha : which 1s preciſely of the ſame 
ſignification. In conſequence of this, the 
wife of Deucalion, the reparator generis 
humani, is uniformly ſtiled Pyrrha. 


— — —CCC——— — — 
His Improvement of Science. 


 AXSCULAPIUS is ſaid to have 
found out® letters, and his ſons, the Cabiri, 
were the firſt of all men who made uſe of 
them in tranſmitting to poſterity the re- 


8 Nour (42) in Hebrew, and many other languages, 
denotes fire. Negz & Ty Ebqziot Tug, & N Ty Serbe 
VAWTTRY, Aον t Evoizty 0ihenle. Epiphanius. Heres. 
v. i. p. 82. If the context would permit, one would ima- 
gine, that the original reading was—ou jovov 1aTt 
Thy Cadeiy YAwWoouv, uhaz you Epiphanius adds -O 
Tyy Nougizy ever Ts Ne yuviurc:, Ibid. The ſame is ſaid 
of Pyrrha by Tzetzes. 

Tabræ Tgwro TavTW) VIEW LATIOUT—01 nabe, de 
ug eveTeUAeTo £0; Taæbrog. Euſeb. P. E. I. i. c. 10. p. 39. 


n D cords 


— — 


= > 
- — — * 2 = Sy b 
"EL EET == —— == 
— ————————— _X—H- 
— _ 2 — — 
— — — 
— - . = 


— 2 
> 
— — — — 
— — — — 


— — — _ 
- * 23 
— — 


x — "— ee by d == => 1 9 — : - 
— == 1 - — — — - 22 
— — — ——— — — — — — - 
— = —— — - — —— — — — — 
— ——ͤ—ũ . —⅜ — 
— — 8. — py wo Joon A 2 
2 2 2 2 —— - TI T EC == = . 1 2. 7 : — 
Si — — 
——_—_ — p_— = 2 — 2 — — 2 — 222 I — 9 
2 - — A — IEC — — — — — —— 
hs — — - 2 — 
— — * . — 


. 
i7 
11 
i” 
bi l 
* 
1159? 1 
1 ; 
: 1 
* 
. 1 
r 
i [] 
; 
: ' 
* 
3 
[ 
1. | 
TTY 
: : 
1 
1 1 
11 
| i; 
| 
„ 
1 
: 
1 
oj! 
: 
'T 


18 MEMOIRS of the 


cords of Taautus or Thoth. The inven- 
tion is likewiſe aſcribed to Toſorthrus, a 


ſuppoſed king of Egypt. But he is 


eſteemed the ſame as Aſculapius. It is 
alſo attributed to *Menon, an Egyptian, 
who is juſtly imagined to have been the 
ſame as Menes, and to have lived before 
Phoroneus of Greece. The more general 
opinion has been, that letters were the in- 
vention of Taut or Thoth. TTpwrog sc. 
Tac loc, 0 Twy YOAUpMaTWY THY epE ETIVOUTHL, 
oy Aryurrtio ev ennnecty Ow). It was 
Taautus, or as the Egyptians exprels the 
name Thouth, who firſt brought about the 
invention of letters. This hiſtory of Thoth 
is mentioned by Socrates in the Phædrus of 
Plato: who takes notice of this perſon as 
a reputed deity of great antiquity, ® Twy 
BANG New, one of the moſt ancient gods. 
aur de 0vour Th Aayov evo Ow), and the 
name of this Demon, or defied perſon, 

i "QuTog eqw Agutyrioz, Syncellus. p. 56. 

* Menonem quindecim annos ante Phoroneum anti- 


quiſtimum Græciæ Regem. Pliny. 1. vii. c. 56. p. 413: 
Euſeb. P. E. l. i. c. io. p. 31. 


Tææurog evge Tyv Twy TpwTwy Gorey Ypr@yy. Ibid. p. 36. 
Vol. iii. p. 274. 


WAS 


f 
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was Thoth.. By him the moſt uſeful arts 
were found out, wa; Jy M YOUuUMara : 
among the reſt, letters. Equm de EMayves 
* ueTeFproay. The Grectans render this 
perſon Hermes. Accordingly, we find, from 
*Plutarch and other writers, this invention 
attributed to Hermes. Equg Ne 
Yew & AryumTw YOaUuMaTh MIWTOC EUPEN. 
Hermes, of all the gods in Egypt, is ſaid to 
have been the firſt, who found out letters. 
Hence we may infer, that theſe were all the 
ſame perſon under different denominations. 
In another paſſage of Plato, the writing 
found out is ſuppoſed to conſiſt of thoſe 
elementary and alphabetical letters, which 
are ſtill in uſe. But this cannot be true. 
And we are told for certain from Manetho 
of Egypt, that the characters were“ hie- 
roglyphicks, and that he copied ſome of 
them from pillars, & yy Top (forte 


»The ſame is ſaid by Manetho. Owl mpwros Ep. 
Thoth was the firſt Hermes. 
Plutarch Sympos. I. ix. q. g. p. 738. 


? In Philebo. v. 2. p. 18. Hermes is here ſtyled * 
1 Syncellus. p. 40. 


Epus Orihai, the pillars or obeliſks of Hermes. Ibid. 
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Supryyacy), which had been engraved there 
by Thoth, the firſt Hermes. * Marcellinus 
mentions ſome curious inſcriptions of this 
ſort, which were to be ſeen in the Syringes 
of Upper Egypt. Theſe were ſubterranean 
paſſages, which the ancient Egyptians had 
formed in the rock with many windings : 
et exciſis parietibus, volucrum ferarumque 
genera multa ſculpſerunt, et animalium 
ſpecies innumeras, quas hieroglyphicas li- 
teras appellarunt. He ſpeaks of them as 


having been executed before the deluge. 


And Manetho would fain give them the 
ſame age; and mentions their being tranſ- 
lated * uera Tov #aTYKAvou, after the de- 
luge: and, as he intimates, ſoon after. The 
letters, we find, were certainly hierogly- 
phical, and have been attributed to a perſon 
of various denominations, one of which 
was Tolorthrus, the inventor of many 
arts. Ovrog Aouhymiog ATU rig di Te 


* Marcellinus. 1. xxii. p. 26g. 


They are to be ſeen entire at this day, and have bcen 
vilited by Pocock, Norden, and others. 
o Syncellus. p. 40. 
” Ibid. p. 36. 
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p vevouuge, M. Th) di Exc) N 
oα⁰οοοοννπν eupοοννοο * ANG 404 Y ETULERHY 
He is eſteemed the ſame as Mſculapius by the 
Egyptians for his knowledge in fphyſick. 
He firſt found out the erethng of buildings 
with ſtones cut and ſmoothed. He alſo 
made the ſcience of letters has ſtudy and 
care. Some have attributed the ſcience of 
phyſick to Apis, and ſuppoſed that Aſcu- 
lapius only improved the art. But he was 
the father of the Cabiri, and eſteemed 
weyigog deo, the ſupreme of all. Sir 
r OAwy, the conſervator of the whole 
world; and ſtands too high to have re- 
ceived inſtructions from Apis. Indeed I 
take the name Apis to have been only a 
mark of relation: and given to a perſon 
called by way of eminence, the Father, 
who was the ſame as /Eſculapius, Proto- 
gonus, and Sydyc. Æſculapius muſt have 
been alſo the ſame as the ſerpentine deity 
Cneph, who was repreſented with an egg 
before his mouth, to ſignify, as 1s gene- 


Clemens Alexand, Strom. I. i. p. 362. 


rally 
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rally ſuppoſed, that he was woyev4g, or 
produced from the ” mundane egg. He was 
looked upon as the moſt ancient of the 
gods, and ſuperior to all: and we have 
ſeen that Aſculapius was eſteemed the 
ſame. The god Pan was held by the 
Agyptians in the like eſtimation. Accord- 
ingly Herodotus tells us, IIap Aryvrriout 
IIay eU aeuouoraTog, Among the people of 
Egypt, Pan 1s looked upon as moſt ancient 
of the gods. In the orphic verſes he is 
ſtyled, *aavroÞuuc, the producer of all things ; 
yeverwe Al, the univerſal father. Theſe 
three, therefore, muſt have been the ſame 
perſon, who was differently denominated 
in his ſeveral places of worſhip. 


? They repreſented him of an human ſhape, of a 
dark complexion, inclining to black.—gpuyvevay Je To 
t Tov v0opov. They interpreted this egg to be the world. 

Euſeb. P. E. l. iii. c. 11. p. 116. 

He might be ſaid both to have proceeded from the egg, 
and to have produced it. 

L. ii. c. 145. p. 174. 

* Orph. H. 10. 


Concerning 
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Concerning the Emblematical Serpent. 


WE have ſeen above that the deity 
Hephæſta was reputed to have been the 
wife of Pan, and the mother of Aſcula- 
pius. She is alſo ſaid to have been the wife 
of the firſt Memphite king Nechorophis. 
The reaſon of this perſon being eſteemed a 
monarch in Egypt, and Hephæſta holding 
the ſame rank with him, was owing to 
that cuſtom of colonies from all parts 
prefixing the names of their anceſtors to 
the liſts of their princes. Nechor in the 
> language of Egypt ſignified a king; and 


Ophis denoted a ſerpent, under which 


ſymbol this chief anceſtor was worſhipped. 
His various titles have been enumerated, 
among which were Hermes and Aſcula- 
pius: and upon gems, coins, and marbles, 
inſcribed with theſe names, a ſerpent is 


> What is here rendered Nechor, is at other times ex- 
preſſed Necho, Nechao, Necus, and Negus. 
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continually to be found. Cneph was 
ſtyled * Agathodzmon, or the good Damon, 
and Æſculapius was eſteemed the ſame, on 
account of the benefits which he beſtowed 
upon mankind. And as he was ſuppoſed 
to have had a return to life, and a renewal 
of youth, he was on that account wor- 
ſhipped under this ſymbol of a ſerpent; 
the meaning of which I have mentioned 
© before. The Phconicians gave the name 
of Agathodæmon both to the deity, and 
to the animal; and the * Egyptians did the 
ſame. At Thebes, where Cneph was par- 
ticularly worſhipped, two ſerpents were 


dee Spanheim de uſu & præſtantià Num. v. i. p. 12, 16. 
217, and 417. 
4 Sanchoniath: apud Euſeb. P. E. l. i. c. 10. p. 41. 


© Becauſe it gets rid of its old age, and grows young ; ere 


To Yup; arora. Scholia in Ariſtoph. Plutum. v. 773- 
lian mentions the ſpring ſeaſon, orey eroJucyTH4 To pee 
6 g. De Animal. I. ix. c. 16. p. 499.-—yyeug eu 


 pET#Doge ro Twy 0Quzy. Scholia in Ariſtoph. Einuyn. v. 333. 


* Powizes de evro (To Yay) wyahov Seupove: αE,ͥheouu, 
Ou d Aryurrio Kuy® enovopntoc. The Phœnicians call 
this animal Agathidemon, and the Egyptians annex the ſame 
name to Cneph. Philo apud Euſeb. 1. i. c. 10. p. 41. 

See allo Plutarch de Amatorio. vol. ii. p. 755- 
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preſerved alive, and called after their * 
manner. Philo Byblius ſpeaking of a 
complex hieroglyphick, in the middle of 
which a ſerpent was deſcribed, ſays, that 
the Egyptians placed it there, ® roy Aa 
Aon ovate, as an emblem of the good 
Demon. Plutarch, however, will not 
allow that any ſuch ſerpents were pre- 
ſerved at Thebes, nor that any mortal 
man was eſteemed a deity. He inſiſts * 
We Nynroy Ocov xder VLIGAYTHG, HAAK ON 
KdNg0w avlo Ke ayenmo oth ua aJavd- 
Tov. That the people of Thebes did not allow 
any god to be a deified man: and as to 
their god Cneph, they looked upon him as an 
original, unproduced, and immortal being. 
Porphyry alſo ſpeaks of him as a * myſte- 
rious, incomprehenſible eſſence. But theſe 
were all late refinements, concerning which 
I {hall treat hereafter, 


Herodot. 1. ii. c. 74. p. 138. 

* See Euſebius above, p. 42. 

Iſis et Oſiris, v. i. p. 339. 

Ac ycg Iuceugero;, 124 νν]alueο, Ye ou Qavog M. 
voc pe ware. Porphyry apud Euſeb. P. E. l. iii. 
p- 115. 
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As to the two ſerpents, which Plutarch 
denies to have been ever kept at 'Thebes, 
Herodotus ſaw them, and deſcribes them 
very! particularly, and I think we may 
ſafely truſt him, when he profeſſes to have 
been an eye-witneſs. Serpents therefore 
were certainly preſerved in that temple by 
the Thebans. And in reſpett to the aſ- 
ſertion, that no mortal deity was there 
worſhipped, the very term Agathodæmon 
ſhews the contrary. Whoever was ſtyled in 
this manner, muſt have been a mere“ mor- 
tal, for by Dæmon is ſignified a man derfied. 
It is a title which the Egyptians would 
never have beſtowed upon the Eternal 
God. There 1s too much reaſon to think, 
that from the baſeneſs of their worſhip 
they had nearly, if not entirely, loſt ſight 
of him. Heſiod informs us, that the per- 
ſons eſteemed Dæmons were men of the 


golden age. 


Herodot. 1. ii. c. 74. p. 138. He alſo mentions 2 
ſacred crocodile being kept there alive, 1. ii. c. 69. p. 136. 
A live ſerpent was preſerved in the chief temple at Mem- 
phis. lian de Animal, l. xvi. c. 39. p. 912. 

See the treatiſe by the learned Mr. Farmer, 


Avrap 
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Abra eres ve Touro YEW Nr Yoo x. Ce. 


Tot NH Aamoeg ee. 
Eob do, enix Jour, OU N fονσ aul po . 


After this race had been buried and extinct, 
they became Dæmons, a kind of benevolent 
beings ; who are converſant upon the earth, 
and the guardians of mankind, Plutarch 
himſelf mentions 1t, as the opinion of the 
molt learned writers, that there were both 
good and bad Demons, and ſo far from 
any of them being eſteemed the great firſt 
cauſe, they were often looked upon as of 
an inferior order to thoſe principally held 
to be gods. Axon; uv, T Yew. 
Porphyry makes a ſimilar diſtin&tion : and 
ſpeaking of improper ſacrifices, he ſays, 
whoever firſt exacted them, &x yv aea loc, 
&908 rig ANSU0u0 Ko ayHlog Boumuon he was nei- 
ther a god, nor a benevolent and juſt De- 
mon in this place and others he may be 


Opera et Dies, v. 121. 

De defectu Orac. v. ii. p. 418, 419. 

r Porphyry xe enoyvy;. See Euſeb, P. E. l. iv. 
P- 153, 174; alſo]. iii. p. 141-2. 


E 2 
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too 7 nice in his diſtinctions; yet from 
every authority, we may be aſſured that the 
only true God could never be eſteemed a 
Dæmon. 


It ſeems, I think, manifeſt from what has 
been ſaid, that Cneph could not be the 
Supreme Deity. He was the ſame as Sydyc, 
the man of Fuſtice, whoſe family conſiſted 
of the memorable eight perſons, the ſame 
alſo as Protogonus, d woyerg, that 
firſl-born, two-fold being, who aroſe from 
the myſterious egg, who was the original of 
the ever-happy Macares,. or immortals ; 
and of thoſe alſo who were mere men. 
He likewiſe could have been no other than 


1 I mean too nice in diſtinguiſhing between the popu- 
lar gods and Dæmons, for they were in general the ſame. 
The author of the Orphic Hymns calls Neptune, xu 
Au, reverend Demon ; Apollo, ®wo@ege Awypoy, a light- 
producing Dæmon; and Jupiter, Azyovez Zyve weyav. See 
Hymns xvi. v. 8. xxxili. v. 5. Ixxii. v. 1. Many other 
inſtances might be produced. Plato ſpeaks of Dæmons 
and their origin, and mentions among the principal, 
Qceanus Tethys, Ops, Jupiter, and Juno, and with 
theſe, all that had any ſuppoſed relation, Timæus, 
i at. - | | 

* Orph, Hymn v. 

4 Camephis, 


| 
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Camephis, who was mentioned in the 
Hermetick writings, as TponxTEe%%;, #24 
Ta) Teoyevecehs ; the forefather and firſt- 
born of all men. In reſpett to the title of 
Agathodzmon given to two deities, we 
may from hence, and from the preceding 
hiſtory, be aſſured, that they were the ſame 
perſon : and that Cneph of "Thebes was no 
other than AÆſculapius of Memphis; the 
great phyſician Apis, the father, and ſup- 
poled conſervator of all mankind. 


— 1 
* * 0 - 


The Grecian Account of Afculapuus. 


THESE accounts of this deity, though 
tranſmitted through the hands of the 
Greeks, were originally from Egypt and 
the caſt, as is manifeſt from the evidence 
which has preceded. It will now be pro- 
per to obtain his hiſtory from the Grecians 
themſelves, as it was preſerved in the cities 


In Eclogis Phyſicis Stobæi, p. 120. Lablonſky, 
J. i. c. 4. p. 96. 
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and temples where he was worſhipped, and 
as it is to be found in their mythological 
writings. 


In proſecuting theſe views we mult take 
care not to be miſled with what the Gre- 
clans have alleged concerning the births 
and deaths of theſe deities, and the parti- 
cular places of their reſidence. For the 
whole hiſtory was imported, and the per- 
ſons whom they have given out to be na— 
tives, were all foreign to their country. 
We mult likewiſe give little heed to the 
degrees of relation which they have eſta- 
bliſhed : for they will be found for the 
moſt part very contradictory, and incon- 
ſiſtent, ſo that the hiſtory will confute it- 


lelf. Their rites and mythology they co-. 


pied from hieroglyphicks, which were not 
well underſtood even in the countries from 
whence they were borrowed. They were 
in their nature equivocal, and the true 
purport could not be preſerved long. 
There was only one hiſtory, from which 
the true meaning might have been obtained 


by 


a 
* vs „ — 
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1 | by comparing; but with this hiſtory they 
1 ; were totally unacquainted. 
e 
. = Of the Birth of Aſculapius. 
s 
- -» TARQUITIUS, as he is quoted by 
e Lactantius, acquaints us, ab incertis pa- 
— rentibus ortum Aſculapium, et expolitum, 
- That Mſculapius was of very uncertain 
„ » parentage, and had been expoſed. And 
e ve are informed by Pauſanias, * b yu- 
"Bs ? v i MHTECN, NO woman of mortal 
e © Trace was las mother. Yet according to 
\- Cicero he was the ſon of “ Arſippus and 
i Alrxſinoe, and is mentioned particularly as 
_ a phyſician. Pauſanias likewiſe makes him 
FI the fon of Arſinoe, and the grandſon of 
_ one Leucippus. In both inſtances he 1s 
_ made a deſcendant of Hippus, the myſtical 
1e 5 

? * Tarquitius de Viris illuſtribus. LaQant de F. R. 
g. 1. 1. c. 10. p. 39. | 
*h Pauſan. I. vii. p. 583. 
a Cicero de Nat. Deor. l. iii. $ 57. 
y Pauſan. l. iii. p. 277. I. ii. p. 171. 
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horſe. By ſome he was repreſented as the 
fon of Vulcan: but the moſt popular 
opinion ſeems to have been, that he was 
the © ſon of Apollo, and the nymph Coro- 
nis. She was worſhipped at Sicyon, where 
he had alſo a temple, in which two live 
ſerpents were maintained. Coronis is by 
interpretation a' raven, and in the accounts 
given of her, there 1s often ſome hiſtory 
of that bird. The principal circumſtance 
is, that her lover Apollo had been deceived 
by the raven, which was by him changed 
from its original colour white to black. 


It has been before obſerved, that Æſcu— 
lapius came not regularly to birth, but was 
taken from the fide of his ® mother, and 


Cicero de Nat. Deor. l. iii. $57. Cicero makes 
mention of four of this name. 

Toy Ax, vv £yavero F Kori, Homer. H. 15. 
——AToMuve Agyhyrw rerecr. Pauſan. l. vii. p. 68. 

* Paul. I. ii. p. 137. Of the Ravens delay, ſee Hyginus, 
p- 402; alſo Ovid. Faſt. I. ii. v. 259. 

» Ex utero exſectum AÆſculapium. Hyginus, Fab. 
CCil. p. 334. Exciſum utero matris. Ladtant. Pla- 
cidus, in Ovid Metamorph. 1, 2. Fab. vii. 


Was 


. 
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was preſerved during his childhood 1n the 
cavern of Chiron. Apollo 


C 


Natum flammis, uteroq. parentis 
Eripuit, geminiq. tulit Chironis in an- 
trum. 


This circumſtance of his birth is very 


ſimilar to the account given of Bacchus: 


it was looked upon as a renewal of life, 
and he vas eſteemed to have been a ſecond 
time conceived in this cavern. Accord- 
ingly, the ſea nymph Ocyrhöe intimates as 
much in her prophecy concerning him, 
though ſhe ſeems to make 1t commence 
from his being a ſecond time expoled to 
fre. 


Creſce, puer, dixit; tibi ſe mortalia ſæpe 

Corpora debebunt: animas tibi reddere 
ademptas 

Fas erit : 1dq. ſemel diis indignantibus 
auſus 

Poſſe dare hoc iterum flamma prohi- 
bebere avita, 


© Ovid Metam. l. ii. v. 629. 
Ovid. J. ii. v. 643. 
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Eque Deo corpus fies exſangue, Deuſque 
Qui modo corpus eras; et bis tua fata 
novabis. 


This hiſtory is tranſmitted to us with a 
deal of falſe colouring; but the principal 
parts are plain, that the perſon ſpoken of 
ſhould be a great benefactor to the world, 
and even raiſe the dead to life; that he him- 


ſelf from a deity ſhould be reduced to a 
ſtate of death; and from that ſlate ſhould 


be reſtored to a ſecond exiſtence. Nay, his 
being, according to this prophecy, * was to 
be twice renewed. Ocyrhoe, who is intro- 
duced above as a propheteſs, is ſaid to 
have been a daughter of Oceanus, and 
was at laſt changed into Hippa, a mare. 


I have mentioned the hiſtory of ſeveral 
deities, who after a ſtate of confinement 
were reſtored to life, and had a renewal of 


The ſame is ſaid of Bacchus Protogonus. 
Thpwroyovor—di@uy Te yov0u B‘ cue Ter. 

Orph. Hymn 29. 
The tws-fold thrice-begotten prince. 


youth. 
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> youth. This was particularly the caſe of 
Bacchus, and of Ofiris, the god of medi- 
eine. The latter was encloſed in an ark, 
or bier, and having been expoſed upon the 
waters, was loſt and extin&; and his death 
' was commemorated with many tears. He 


was at length found, and reſtored ; and he 
revived in the character of the youth Orus, 
the phyſician, the ſame, who was admit- 
ted to the converſe of the gods. The like 
we find told of Æſculapius, and in conſe- 
quence of this renewal of youth, he had a 
temple in Arcadia, ſtyled ? A, rades 
iseov, the temple of the boy Aſclepius. Nor 
was the dove forgot, which was ſuppoſed 
to have tended him in his childhood. For 
near the temple above mentioned, of E/- 
culaprus Puer, ſtood Tpuyovog pun Tos, 
the monument of the dove, who was hs 
nurſe. 


* Pauſan. l. viii. p. 651 and 667. 
See notes to Fulgentius in Hyginus. p. 928, g 


F 2 CORONTIS. 
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ES RON F $. 


THE raven alſo was farther commemo- 
rated; and the city of Corone in Meſſenia, 
ſo called from Coronis, was no other than 
the city of the raven. Why 1t was parti- 
cularly ſo denominated, many reaſons 
were given: one was, that when they laid 
the foundation of the city, they found a 
5 brazen figure of that bird. But a better 
reaſon may be inferred from the perſons 
there worſhipped : theſe were Bacchus, 
and Æſculapius, the ſuppoſed ſon of Co- 
ronis; and Artemis Diana, ſtyled above 
rey alder ος, the nurſing dove. In 
the citadel was Minerva, or divine wiſdom, 
holding in her hand a "raven, which ſhews 
It was a ſacred emblem, and had a relation 
to the deities of the place. 


e Pauſan. l. iv. p. 363. 
bid. 4 88 


Concerning 
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Concerning a two-fold Reference in the 
Term CORONIS. 


IT has been mentioned concerning Pro- 
togonus, and ſome other deities, that they 
were woe Or ſprung from an egg. The 
ſame was ſaid of Æſculapius, as we find 
it intimated in the Pleudo-Mantis of Lu- 
clan : where a ſerpent in an egg is intro- 
duced, as a true emblem of this deity. 
The object to which it alluded, has been 
already pointed out, and the emblem Co- 
ronis muſt ſometimes have had a reference 
to the ſame. When it is ſaid of Æſcula- 
pus * A Koewvg e714Te, that the heavenly 
Coronis produced him to the world: this 
could not relate to the raven, which though 
connected with the hiſtory of the chief 
perſon, yet could have no concern with 
his ſecond birth ; or with his birth at all. 
Coronis was certainly a name given by the 
poets, and mythologiſts, to a particular 
machine : the ſame in which the gods are 


Lucian, Pſeudo-Mantis. p. 870. Edit. Salmurii. 
* Apollonius Rhod. l. iv. v. 646. 


2 ſuppoled 
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ſuppoſed to have been encloſed ; and to 
have ſuffered a temporary death: Coronis 
is accordingly ſaid to have been a veſſel or 
float, whoſe extremities were equally raiſed 
and turned up like a creſcent, and as thole 7 
of an Indian canoe are in theſe days. It 
is ſo interpreted by the ſcholiaſt upon Ho- 
mer, Kopwuig—' vaug, EnMKAUTAC THO diu polo 
S* By Coroms is ſignified a ſap 7 
which has its two ends bent and turned up. '$ 
The ſame may be learnt from Heſychius, 
Kopwuideg, KHLUTVAITOUUICL ů j, Coronides 'J 
(in the plural) are ſhips with their prows 
turned upwards. The name was adapted 
to veſſels of this form, from their repre- 
ſenting the lunar emblem, the myſtical 
machine Selene. This was the original 
Coronis: and the name was given from a 
bird of the ſea. It is certain that the 
Larus, Aithyia, and all the ſpecies of gulls 
and ſea mews, were made emblems of ſe- 
cure navigation, and of ſurviving in the 
waters : and all theſe birds were ſtyled 
Kopuw, Corone, of the ſame purport as 
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Coronides. This we may learn from He- 
ſychius. Kop M Al,, Konuubides, 
Corona, are ſea birds, ſuch as Aithiyiæ, 
by which are meant coots and divers. The 
ox or ſteer had a name of the ſame pur- 
port, Coronius, Kopwviog, U uονEñð EN 
negra bg. Heſych. By Coronius is meant 
an ox which has its horns (that is its 
budding horns) like a creſcent or new 
moon. 


From hence we may perceive that Co- 
ronis was a machine, the ſame as the va 
of Bacchus, the Cetus of Hercules, the 
Baris of Oſiris, the q of Deucalion: in 
which thoſe perſons were ſaid to have been 
confined and expoſed. And this confine- 
ment was repreſented as a ſtate of death, 
and the place itſelf as a cavern : alſo as 
Hades and Tartarus. It is mentioned of 
Aiculapius, that like the Indian deity 
Budda, he was taken out of the body of 


® Expreſſed Berræ, & Berg: an Indian philoſopher 
and lawgiver: called alſo Budda, Sce Col. Rhodos. 
I. iv. c. 1. and Clemens Alexand. Strom. I. i. p. 339. 
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his mother, and came indirectly into the 
world, through an opening in the fide, 
made for that purpoſe. This circumſtance 
ſeems to be tacitly alluded to by Apollonius 
Rhodius, in a paſſage where he is ſpeaking 
of the ſuppoſed anger of Apollo upon the 
death of Mſculapius. He was ſaid to 
have been ſlain by Jupiter, though he after- 


wards-revived. 


" Xwopuevog FECL N, To EV ATA Adννν 
Ala Kop ETIKTE) ETL MEOY,OUG MILUEOIG. 


Apollo, it ſeems, was diſpleaſed at the death 
of AÆſculapius, whom the goddeſs Coronts 
brought forth at Lacerea. Now in this 
term Lacerea there is an apparent alluſion 
to that rent or opening, through which this 
perſon is ſaid to have come indirectly to 
light. Lacerea is probably an ancient Pe- 
laſgic term, of the ſame purport as As, 
a rent, opening, or fiſſure: ui you, 
agua xlovog. Heſych. When the word 
lachs is applied to the earth, it denotes a 


5 Apollon. Rhod. 1. iv. v. 616 
chaſm 
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chaſm or rupture. Analogous to this, is 
the term lacero, among the Romans, which 
ſignifies to tear; and lacer, any thing 
Lorn. 


Hic lacer admiſſos terruit Hector equos. 


By lacer is meant laceratus, a perſon 
wounded and torn. I am ſenſible that the 
Greek words above, between which I have 
formed an analogy, are not expreſled pre- 
cilely in the ſame manner. But this 
amounts to little: for the ſame difference 
1s to be found between other words, which 
have a like relation ; particularly between 
two, which are much to the preſent pur- 
pole. Theſe are Azyavw, and AuKu0%- 
Aauyarmy lignihes to dig, or break up the 
ground, and Azzxec, a trench, or ground 
lo broken up. Theſe bear a cloſe analogy 
with the term Lacerea. There were more 
places than one of this name, ſo called in 
memory of this exit of Æſculapius, or at 
leaſt of the perſon figured under that cha- 
racter. For there were many cities and 
ſome regions in Greece, as well as in 


Vol. I. G other 
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other parts of the world, whole names 
were given in order to record the circum- 
ſtances of this hiſtory. And there were 
rites inſtituted, by which it was [lll farther 
commemorated. Inſtances to this purpoſe 
may be found in the names of Larilla, 
Argos, Arene, Arcady, Bæotia, Corone, 
Coronea, Theba, Pyrrha, Iolchus.— 
Among theſe we may reckon * Lacerea, 
which 1s ſaid by Stephanus to have been in 
Magneſia, where the hiſtory, both of the 
Argo, and of Deucalion were particularly 
commemorated. He adds farther, that 
Hellanicus treated of it in his hiſtory of 
Deucalion, and that it was allo called 
Hermon, and |guoy —Herm-Ione. There 
is another circumſtance remarkable in this 
ſecond birth of Æſculapius, when he came 
out of Coronis ; that he was not produced 
in a ſheltered valley, nor amidſt groves and 
tountains, as they fabled of other deities : 
but eg, Teoxoy; ab οο, upon a ſhore or E 
beach : or rather upon a collection of oare 1 
and mud. Ajvecs, #26 ye; Toro;, Helych, 3 
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By amyrus is ſignified a place of a damp 
and marſhy nature: and by porn 18 inti- 
mated a collection of ſuch moiſt and 00Zy 
matter, as places of this fort abound with, 
eſpecially after a great inundation. I gono 
farther, than to mention hiſtorical facts: 
the ſagacious reader will make proper in- 
ferences. 


Of ſome particular Temples erected for his 


Worſhip : and of the Deity MiLIDATH. 


AT Pergamus he had a temple, which 
is repreſented as very ſplendid ; and there 
was another at Lette in Caria, where he 
was worſhipped jointly with Venus 
SU Ting from the waves. He was 
held in particular honour by the people of 
Epidaurus; where ſtood a temple built 
Ac, #2 Anoaon AruaTwic—to the 


P ' ö * 155170 * * 

ucian Icaro Menippus. vol. ii. p. 29. 
4 Strabo. |. xiv. ; 
Pauſan. I. ii. p. 175 
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A.ſculapius and Apollo of Egypt. At 


Cenchreæ near Corinth he was wor- 
ſhipped jointly with Iſis. From hence, I 
think, we may perceive, from what part 
of the world his rites and hiſtory were 
imported; and be aſſured that they came 
from Egypt. From his being twice born, 
and ſuſtaining two charatters, both as old 
and young, he was accordingly at times 
repreſented with a beard, yevax £7 y, as at 
Delphi: at other times ayanux &x £Y0v 
ve, he had a ſlatue without a beard ; as 
at Sicyon. At the former place he was 
worſhipped under the ſignificant title of 
Aexayerr,, Archagetes. There is a 
temple not to be omitted, which the Cre- 
tans dedicated to him at a place called 
Lebena, Ev Th Aebmm Tw Kr £51 
Aouayuneo. Now by Lebena is ſignified 
() the moon; not the planet in the 
heavens ; but the myſtick moon, whoſe 


* Pauſ. I. ii. p. 114. 
* Ibid. I. x. p. 879. 
bid. I. ii. p. 1414 
Abi, Ke Po 879. 
bid. . p. 172 
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hiſtory was here recorded. Mount Leba- 
non was denominated from the ſame 
object; as we may learn from the temple 
of Venus ? Architis, which ſtood there, 
and from the rites obſerved. For here the 
death of Adonis, like that of Ofiris, was 
commemorated with tears; and his return 
to life with joy and * exultation. Other 
rites of the {ame nature were obſerved in 
Crete; where this lunar deity, under a 
different, but more ſignificant denomina- 
tion, Minoiis, was deſcribed, as returning 
to life, and renewing his youth. Min and 
(My) Men, ſignified the moon: and the 
name given him of Minous, was a com- 
pound of Min and Noiis. The hiſtory is 
to be found in Claudian. 


* Cretaque, ſi vere narratur fabula, vidit 
Minoum rupto puerum prodire ſe— 
pulchro. 


Minos, or Men—Notis is the ſame perſon 


. i. c. i. 
Lucian de Syria Dea. vol. ii. p. 878. 


K 8 » PS Ps ! 7 i] * 3 7 
Fee ie Getico. V. 442. 
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as Æſculapius Archagetes, and Aouay7iG 
rs: and his hiſtory is the ſame. The 
purport of the above deſcription 1s, that 
Men-Noius, after he had been in a ſtate of 
death, and entombed, as we may infer, in 
Lebena ; at laſt burſt his cearments; and 


came out in a ſtate of childhood. The 
poet adds, 


Quem ſenior vates avium clangore re- 
pertum 

Gramine reſtituit: mire tam munere 
ſortis 

Dulcia mella necem, vitam dedit horridus 
anguis. 


This was undoubtedly taken from an 
hieroglyphical repreſentation of a very 
ancient tradition: in which were delcribed 
birds and bees, together with the emblema- 
tical ſerpent. Providence alſo, under the 
figure of an aged perſon, was deſcribed as 
receiving Min-Noüs, reſtored to liſe, and 
childhood, and reclining him upon the 
ground. As to the ſerpent, we know it to 
have been the emblem of life renewed, 


and 


4 1 * as Hs - 2 * 
1 > ” W . 33 ; * * 2 a7 - * > - Iu *--. 
2 CY . 2 3 3 ; . „ 1 3 » 214 ado EA. 
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and bees have a continual place in theſe 
allegorical deſcriptions. 'They nouriſhed 
Jupiter in his childhood, they ted Daphnis. 
They allo preſerved Cometes, when he 


was in a ſtate of confinement. 


KA, TV udTernag)tg £5 ANEVAKA, MU TU 
MEAITTUHY 
Kei OegD“Up Erog dog greg. 


You was moreover ſhut up in an ark, and 
ſurvived a * long ſeaſon upon the honey af- 
forded by bees. It may be worth while to 
inquire into the origin of this notion. It 
is to be obſerved, that there was an 
oriental deity mentioned by © Herodotus 
and others, under the name of Mylitta, 
which Selden ſays, was the © Moon, or 
Venus. Of the two it was more properly 
the Moon. According to Scaliger, it was 


» Theocritus. Idyl. vii. v. 84. 
Exc adpic. Some make it two months, ſome three, 
ſome a year. 
"Keezo 3 Agoupm Tyy APpobiryy MunirTe. 
Herodot, 1. i. c. Cxxxi. p. 66. & c. cxcix. p. 95- 
* De Diis Syris. p. 174. 


* dce Selden above, 
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taken from a Chaldaic term Mylidath, 
which ſignified yeveraea, or parent. Both 
E Vollius and l Bochart take notice of it, 
and think it relates to b:rth and delivery: 
and that as a deity it is no more than 
Lucina, and Ilithyia. Selden alſo ſhews 
that it was the ſame as i Mithra of the 
Perſians, which they eſteemed the moon 
upon its increaſe ; and, like Demeter, the 
mother of the world. It 1s very certain 
that Mylidath or Mylitta was ſuppoſed 
to be that being, by whom all things were 
nurſed, aud through whom the whole 
world was *reſtored. She was repreſented 
as the moon: but, as I have repeatedly 
ſaid, not the luminary in the heavens ; for 
what one of theſe attributes can be made 
to agree with her hiſtory or appearance ? 


 Voſſius de Idololat. v. i. I. ii. p. 413. Melittam— 


puta Lunam. 


Bochart Hierozoic. Pars prior. 1. ii. c. xxx. p. 292. 


Lucina et Ilithyia Pars poſter. 1. iii. c. xi. p. 408. 


> Lunam naſcentem. Selden de Diis Syris. p. 275. and 
p- 180. 

Muregæ Tyy Lelyrys Ts 4002 vaheo. The Egyptians 
denominate the man the mother o the world, Plutarch. 


Iſis et Oſiris. p. 368. 
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No, it was the myſtical hieroglyphical 
moon, Maia Yew, TeaÞy Tavrwv, No 
unrue. KOTUS p THUCOKEDWG, te foſter 
mother of the gods, the nurſe of all things, 
the parent of time, the mother of the world, 
who was repreſented as a creſcent, and 
with the budding horns of a ſteer. She 


was the ſame as nocturnal Venus. 


Nut Yee THvTN, W d RU - 
e, To eſteemed as having a relation to 


that ſtate of darkneſs, out of which all 
things proceeded. 


This Mylitta was worſhipped in Crete, 
and her prieſteſſes were reported to have 
nurſed Jupiter in his ſtate of childhood. 
But the Grecians expreſſed the original 
Milidath, not only Mylitta, but MeArra, 
and Mezugga, Melitta, or Meliſſa; and 


So denominated in the Orphic Hymns. 

* Orphic Hymn. ii. 

* Meliffa, a Cretan princeſs, is ſaid to have nurſed 
Jupiter. Columella. 1. ix. c. ii. p. 389. 

Meliſſa and Amalthea, according to Didymus, fed him 
with goat's milk and honey. 


Vol. I. H the 
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the prieſteſſes were ſtyled Meliſſæ, which 
unfortunately ſignified bees. Hence it 
came, that theſe inſets were introduced 
into their hieroglyphicks :. and thoſe 
perſons, to whom the Meliſſæ were by the 
mythologiſts aſſigned as attendants, were 
ſuppoſed to have been nurſed by bees, and 
fed with honey. Upon this account, we 
find it ſaid above of Cometas, that he was 
nouriſhed in this manner. 


In like manner they are mentioned as 
nourtſhing Jupiter. 


Dictæo Cæli Regem pavere ſub antro. 


They fed the great regent of heaven during 
s infancy in the Dictæan cave. His life 
by thele means was preſerved ; but of 
Men-Nois it is faid—dulcia mella necem 
dederunt—the ſame diet proved fatal. 
This diſagreement aroſe from the unavoid- 
able ambiguity of all hieroglyphical re- 
preſentation: to which may be added the 4 
uncertainty of oral tradition. The na-. 
tives I imagine, had an ancient tablet be- | 
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fore them, in which a perſon was reſtored 
to life, and from thence they conjectured 
that he muſt have been killed. He was 
reſtored by the ſerpent: they therefore 
concluded, by way of contraſt, that his 
death was owing to the bees, and that he 
died of a ſurfeit of honey. Such are the 
miſconceptions, with which mythology 
has been obſcured: and miſtakes of this 
nature muſt neceſſarily have ariſen in a 
long courſe of years, becauſe all emble- 
matical deſcriptions are liable to be inter- 
preted, not only in a different, but in a 
contrary manner. 


— ᷣʃ2ẽ— —ę 


EP POLES 


AS iculapius was the ſame as Proto- 
gonus, and as thoſe, who had been with 
him in his ſtate of confinement, were re- 


| ſtored to their former ſituation, which was 
looked upon as a renewal of their lives ; 


he was accordingly ſuppoſed to have the 
power, not only of preſerving life, but 
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even of reſtoring it. Hence they fabled 
of him, that he raiſed Hippolytus from 
the grave: who was on that account by 
the people of Latium worſhipped under 
the name of Virbius, as having been twice 
a man. Some ſay that it was not Hippo- 
lytus, who was raiſed from the dead, but 
*Pzan : others again, that it was Hyme- 
næus. But what does all this amount to, 
when the thin veil is withdrawn from the 
myſtery 2? The purport is merely this, 
that the ſcience of medicine revived in 
him : and that the rites of marriage were 
renewed. As to Hippolytus, he ſeems to 
have been the ſame as Æſculapius, if we 
conſider his name and hiſtory. For by 
Hippolytus is ſignified the Yooſener and 
opener of the Hippos or Hippa. And we 
have ſeen that Bacchus for the ſame reaſon 
was ſtyled Avoig, Luſius.—* Kaul Manap, 


* Damaſcius apud Photium. p. 1974. 

? Apollodorus. l. iii. p. 172. the like hiſtory was given 
of Glaucus, the marine deity. Itis ſaid of him, that he 
as the perſon reſtored by Æſculapius. 

Orpbie Hymn. xlix. v. 2. 


Bauye.— 
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Baxye —TIovwwus, Avois Aaiuov. Hear 
me, O Bacchus, thou who art one of the 
Macares ; who art repreſented under ſo 
many titles, and art the deity who ſetteth 
all things free. Pan, agxauraroc, the moſt 
ancient of the gods, was ſtyled * Auryecs, 
the great Liberator, who looſened, and 
gave freedom to all. Theſe epithets have 
all a reference to the ſame hiſtory, and 


perſon. 
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The Grecians ſuppoſed Hippolytus 
to have been a ſon of Theſeus at Athens; 
who flying from his father was torn to 
pieces by his own horſes. Others ſay, 
that they were ſea-horſes, from which his 
death proceeded. He was worſhipped in 
different places; but particularly at Tre- 
zen: where the people maintained, that 
he never was torn to pieces by horſes, and 
that the ſtory was a fable. And if they 
laid true, he could not have been an 
Athenian : for the Træzenians ſhewed the 
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Pauſan. 1. ii. p. 187. 
* Ibid. p. 186. 


houtc 


7 
2 2 
— 1 bs 5 . 
< - 7 LP 2 4 * — * OS 
N —— — — = = a. — — — — _—_—— "ay tw ef 
by : — — — — — — 
7 — — = — — — 7 ——- — * * A 2 2 
— > — SS Boing nn WE = _— 
— - : — — => . 7 — — ——— — — * 2 1 x 
ah - I „ 87 = * a — 3 
p — * 7 o P * - £ = 8 
r * 


& 
bk 
— 
. 2 
F - >> q 
— — = : 2 + — i OO ro NE = 


> 
= 

. — _ 
— — 


— — — 
=" 0-7 Is . - 
- "= 3 % % ＋ 


”— 


2 


e ry DS 72 
„5 


ſetter free. 


54 MEMOIRS of the 


houſe where he * dwelt, but did not, like 
the Athenians, pretend to ſhew his "tomb. 
In truth, he was neither of the one place, 
nor of the other: but antecedent to both. 
There was a ſtatue of Hippolytus near this 
temple at Trezen : but many affirmed, 
that it was deſigned for Aſculapius. 
This ſhews that they did not perfectly 
know the true object of their worſhip : 
and that their traditions were very uncer- 
tain. Hard by, was the temple of Venus 
Speculatrix, and another of Pan, under 
the above-mentioned title, AvTyeing, the 
We may perceive here an 
aſſemblage of emblematical memorials, all 
pointing to the ſame hiſtory and perſon. 


The accounts given of him by the 
Grecians are ſo contradictory, and incon- 


Pauſan. I. ii. p. 187. 

* The Athenians had a T2 0g, which they gave out to 
have been his tomb. Paul, I. i. p. 51. 

It was near the temple of Æſculapius and Themis. 
Others maintained, that he was buried in Arcadia. See 
Lactant. de Falsa Relig. 1. i. c. ix. p. 39. and Cicero de 


Nat. Deor. 1. iii. F. 57. in Cynoſuris ſepultum. 
® Ibid. p. 187. 


ſiſtent, 
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ſiſtent, that it is manifeſt, they were igno- 
rant of his true character, and that he 
could not have been of that country. 
There is nothing in his hiſtory, as an 
Athenian, which could have entitled him 
to divine honours. A young prince of 
Athens flies in his chariot from an incenſed 
father, and is overturned and killed. 
What one article is here to induce people 
of other places to adopt him as a deity? I 
can perceive none. And as I have above 
ſaid, there is no more reaſon to ſuppoſe 
him a native of Athens, than of Træzen. 
Indeed, the people of the latter place ſeem 
to have the advantage : for they pretended 
to ſhew his houle, intimating that he was 
an inhabitant of their city. 


The notion about his being torn to 
pieces by horles proceeded from the miſ- 
takes of the Athenians, who did not under- 
ſtand their emblematical hiſtories; and 
from hence aroſe theſe fictions. The ſame 
may be obſerved in other parts of the world: 
and of this many inſtances may be afforded. 
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A crocodile was an emblem of preſer- 


vation in floods and deluges: and, I ima- 
gine, that Achthoes, who 1s placed, as the 
firſt Heracleotick king, was repreſented 
with that animal. Hence it was given 


cout, that he was killed by a * crocodile. 


In like manner Menes Lunaris, eſteemed 
the firſt king of the country, was deſcribed 
with an Hippopotamus : and he was in 
conſequence of it ſuppoſed to have been 
devoured by a ” river-horſe. Prometheus 
the wiſe, the guardian deity of Egypt, in 
the time of a fearful * deluge, was repre- 
ſented with an eagle, and ſometimes a 
vulture : and with an emblematical heart. 
For Egypt was deſcribed hieroglyphically 
by an * heart : probably from the figure of 
the region Delta, And the river was 
called both the eagle, and the vulture : 
whence the country had the name of 


* Tro AO e Syncellus. p. 59, 6a. 
Euſeb. Chron. p. 15. 

Tro Ittozoteus C O Syncellus. p. 54. 

Tx6 IX ονẽ Une. Euſcb. Chron. p. 14. 


* Manoa uro T9 Hegg, & IIęcunbeve erge THY ETYLENEICN- 


Diodor. Sic. 1. 1. p. 16. 
* Horapollo. I. i. c. 22. 


b Aetia, 


Ay 
4 F 
„ ; 
"= 
XY 
8, 
* * 
2 
* 3 
7 0 
Wm 
KF 
as, 
„ 
r 
15 
wh” 
V3 
5 : 
4 3 
Sb 
1 
N : 
% 


EPP 00 y . ²·¹ ⁵ % ⁵ Ü AͤU—1U 1 R ̃ ³ "SP 
; EEE ys 2 4 WP*., 4 
; 5 x, 


Medical Society of London. 57 


»Aetia, and Ai-guptus, as well as IIorauſlig: 
all from the ſtream. Theſe circumſtances 
were miſapplied by the poets and mytho- 
logiſts, as Diodorus Siculus confeſſes. In 
conſequence of this, Prometheus was de- 
ſcribed with an eagle, or vulture, preying 
upon his vitals. 


— _ 
—— ——_— — 


CES NCLUSIEN 


FROM the premiſes above afforded 
we may perceive, what ſtrange contra- 
ditions ariſe in the firſt hiſtories of the 
world, if we ſuppoſe the ſame ſcience to 


> Exayby uu Aerie, Stephanus. 

Luce To yevouevoy exgyy fue Macs Aglov ovornghyvai Al 
de rey oZuTyla N T B. Toy x) Alc ovopa;hyvun. 

Diod. Sic. J. i. p. 16, 17. 

Ar- yurr, ſignifies the land of the vulture. 

Hoe bo Do 1. 

4 Aquilam appoſuit, quæ cor ejus exeſſet. Hyginus 
Fab, I. v. c. i. p. 252. Aro» Oegee. Apollon. Rhod. 
I, 11. v. 1254. 

Some make the bird a vulture, prey ing upon his liver 
roſtroque immanis vultur adunco immortale jecur tundens, 
&. Virgil. I. vi. 


Vol. I. 1 have 
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have originated in perſons ſo various: and 
if a circumſtance which 1s peculiar, and 
ſhould be limited to one only, is attributed 
to many. The only and- true way to re- | 
medy theſe anomalies, is to refer the whole | 
to one general benefactor; call him either 
Sydic, the juſt, or Protogonus, or Agatho-x 
dæmon, or Ofiris. The title is of little 
conſequence. Such an one did exiſt; to 
whom a too grateful poſterity referred all 
ſcience, and every beneficial art: as they 
were thought to commence from him. 
Among thele was the ſcience of phyſick, 
which was of the greateſt repute in Egypt: 
there being ſcarcely a family of conſe- 
quence which had not its phyſician. II x 
de are e ex. All parts of Egypt, fays 
Herodotus, ſwarm with people of thts pro- 
eon. 4 


It 1s plain, I think, from what has pre- 4 
ceded, that there had been of old, a per- 1 
lon reverenced in Egypt for different 4 
attributes, and under a variety of deno- 
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minations ; and theſe were repreſented by 
as different hieroglyphicks. But theſe 
emblems and theſe titles produced at laſt 
as many diſtinct deities; and as ſuch they 
were borrowed and adopted by the 
Grecians: but, I believe, whoever will 
examine deeply and impartially, will find, 
that moſt of the principal deities may be 
reduced to one. The Apis of Heliopolis, 
the Mnevis of Memphis, Pan of Mendes, 
Anubis of Cunopolis, Bacchus, who planted 
the vine, Oſiris, who planted the ſame, 
Thoth, of whom it 1s ſaid, that he firſt 
gathered the fruit of 1t; all theſe, and 
many more, will be found to be one and 
the ſame perſon, 
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A Caſe of a Gangrene, after Caſtration, 
ſucceſsfully treated, by giving Alkalts 
and Acids ſeparately : by EDWARD 
LuTTRELL, Surgeon at Tunbridge ; 
communicated by NATHANIEL HULME, 
M. D. F. M. S. Phyſician to the CHA R-“ 
TER-HousE; and Piyſician extraordi- 
nary to the GENERAL-DISPENSARx. 


Read at the Soc iE Tv, April 20, 1779. 


1 L. aged forty- three, laboured under an 
* indurated and greatly diſeaſed teſticle, 
which was judged to proceed from a vene- 


real cauſe, having frequently had the Lues 
Venerea, | 


The teſtzs was conſiderably enlarged, but 
without any great pain, except from its 
weight. As caſtration was thought to be 
the only means of eradicating the diſeaſe 


completely, 
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completely, it was propoſed to him, and 
he readily conſented. 


For about a fortnight after the operation, 
the wound went on pretty favourably ; it 
was dreſſed with a digeſtive ointment, and 
at the ſame time he took mercurials, with 
a decoction of ſarſaparilla, for the vene- 
real affection, which was ſuppoled ſtill to 
exiſt in his habit. But between the ſe- 
cond and third week, the wound began to 
have an unfavourable appearance ; namely, 
to enlarge, and be accompanied with fre- 
quent hemorrhages from every part of 
the fore, and the diſcharge inſtead of being 
laudable pus, was a thin and ſtrongly fœtid 
matter, mixed with blood in a coagulated 
form, lying upon the ſurface of the wound; 
and although theſe clots of blood were re- 
moved twice a day, yet they again pre- 
ſented themſelves at every dreſſing. The 
ill- formed diſcharge and bloody appearance 
increaſed daily, and the lips of the ſore 
evidently put on a gangrenous appearance. 
At the commencement of theſe bad ſymp- 

toms, 
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toms, the mercurials and decottion of ſar. 
ſaparilla were laid aſide, and in their ſtead 
he took peruvian bark with elixir of vitriol 
every three hours, His dreſſings were of 
the warm kind, with hir. vin. and ol. te- 
rebinth. varied as was found neceſſary; 
but neither theſe applications, nor the 
internal remedies, which vere continued 
five or ſix days, had any effect in ſtopping 
the progreſs of the diſeaſe : for he now 
began to fink apace, the mortificatien 
gained ground, he was extremely weak 
and emaciated, had no appetite, his eyes 
were languid, and his pulſe frequent and 
ſmall. Under theſe diſcouraging circum- 
ſtances, 1t was agreed upon to join with the 
bark an alkali and an acid, and to give them 
ſeparately, ſoon after each other, ſo as to 
cauſe an extrication of the fixed air, 
while in the ſtomach, as recommended by 
Dr. Hulme, in a late treatiſe“. With this 
view three large ſpoonfuls of the follow- 


A ſafe and eaſy Remedy, propoſed for the Relief of the 
Stone and Gravel, the Scurvy, Gout, &c. Lond. 1778. 


ing 
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ing mixture, were given immediately after 
each other, every three hours : 


R Decodct. cort. Peru. Zu. 

Shir. ſal. ammon. Ziſd. ut fiat Miſtur. 
R Decoct. cort. Peru. Zviſd. 

Pulv. cort. Peru. 31. 

Acet. diſtillat. Siſd. ut fiat Miſtur. 


He began to take theſe medicines on 
Thurſday the 11th of March, continuing 
them day and night. In twenty-four 
hours, the wound put on a better appear- 
ance, the tor was abated, there was leſs 
diſcharge of blood, and he paſled a tole- 
rably good night; and by the 19th, the 
third day from this courſe, the fore had an 
exceeding favourable aſpect, the ſlough 
threw oft, florid granulations appeared, with 
well-digeſted pus, and little or no tor re- 
mained, which before was almoſt intolera- 
ble; his pulſe became ſtronger and leſs 
frequent, his ſkin moiſt, but he com- 
plained of a little heat. The former 
dreſſings were now laid aſide, dry lint, and 
over that cerat. epulot. were made uſe of, 
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and his medicines were ordered to be con- 
tinued. On the 14th, both his health and 
the wound continued mending, his appe- 
tite returned, and he requeſted to have a 
greater allowance of food, which was 
granted him. After this time he continued 
to recover daily, and perſevered in the 
uſe of the above medicines for about three 
weeks, until the wound was entirely filled 
up with granulations, and in a great part 
cicatrized, when they were omitted, as it 
was thought no longer neceſſary to con- 
tinue the uſe of them. Upon leaving 
them off, a ſlight diarrhea came on, which 
was removed by a little rhubarb and con- 
fect. Damocrat. The wound at preſent 
wants a little of being perfectly cicatrized, 


but otherwiſe the patient is in a good ſtate 
of health. 
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ARTICLE II. 


Obſervations upon the Cauſe and Cure of 
the Tetanus: In a Letter from BENIA- 
MIN Rusn, M. D. Profeſſor of Chemiſtry 
an the Univerſity of PILADELPHIA, and 
Correſponding Member of the MEDICAL 
SOCIETY of LoNnDoN, to J. C. LETT-· 
SOM, M. D. Fellow of the Royar AN- 
TIQUARY and MEDICAL SOCIETIES of 
LonDoN, and Phyſician extraordinary 
to the City of LONDON Ly1NG-1N- 
HoseiTAL; GENERAL and FiNSBURY 
DISPENSARIES. 


Read February 10, 1786. 
S I R, 


D URING my attendance upon the 

military hoſpitals in the courſe of 
the late war, I met with ſeveral caſes of 
the Tetanus. I had frequently met with 
this diſorder in private prattice, and am 


ſorry to ſay, that I never ſucceeded with 
Vol. I. K the 
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1 the ordinary remedy of oh,J,Ʒd in any one ; 
1 caſe that came under my care: I found it 
bo equally ineffeftual in the army. Baffled | 
10 in my expectations from a remedy that aa 
115 been ſo much celebrated, I began to in- 
92 veſtigate more particularly the nature of 4 
7 the diſorder: I found it to be a diſeaſe J 
14 of varm climates, and warm ſeaſons. 3 
4 This led me to aſcribe it to relaxation; I 
Ba reſolved to attempt the cure of it by a ſet 
1s of medicines, in ſome meaſure the oppo- | 
th ſites of moſt of the medicines that had been © 
4 employed in that diſorder. Soon after I ⁵³ü 
&4 adopted this reſolution, I was called to 4 

9 viſit colonel John Stone, who was wounded 1 
| through the foot at the battle of German- | 
Town, on the 4th of October 1777. He was £ 

in the third day of a Tetanus: his ſpaſms 4 

were violent, and his pains ſo exquiſite [7 

that his cries were heard near a hundred E 

yards from his quarters; his head was : 


thrown a little backwards, and his jaw be- 2 
gan to be ſtiff and contracted. He was x 
under the care of a {ſkilful regimental 
ſurgeon, who was pouring down oprum in 1 
large quantities without effect. Duty and 
| ſriendſhip 
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friendſhip both led me to do my utmoſt to 
ſave the life of this valuable officer. I 
immediately diſmiſſed the opium, and gave 
him large quantities of bark and wine, to 
the amount of two or three ounces of the 
former, and from a bottle to three pints of 
the latter in a day; in a few hours I was 
delighted with their effects: his ſpaſms and 
pains were leſs frequent and violent, and 
he ſlept for ſeveral hours, which he had 
not done for ſeveral days and nights before. 
With the ſame indication in view, I ap- 
plied a bliſter between his ſhoulders, and 
rubbed in two or three ounces of mercu- 
al ointment upon the outſide of his 
throat. He continued to mend gradually 
under the operation of theſe medicines, 
ſo that in ten days he was out of danger; 
although the ſpaſm continued in his 


wounded foot for ſeveral weeks after- 
wards. 


In the ſummer of the year 1782, I was 
called to viſit a ſervant girl of Mr. Alex- 
ander Todd, merchant of this city, who 
had brought on a Tetanus by ſleeping in 
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the evening on a damp brick pavement, 
after a day in which the Mercury in Fa- 
renheit's thermometer had ſtood at near 
go deg. Her caſe was nearly as violent 
and alarming as the one I have deſcribed. 
I treated her in the ſame manner, and 
with the ſame ſucceſs. To the above- 
named medicines, I added only the oil of 
amber, which ſhe took in large doſes, after 
I ſuſpected the .tonic powers of the bark 
and wine began to loſe their effects. The 
good effects of the oil were very obvious. 
She recovered gradually, and has conti- 
nued ever ſince in good health. 


In the ſummer of the ſame year, I was 
called to Peter Leſlie, a Joiner, who had 
run a nail into his foot. I found him the 
day afterwards in extreme pain, with ſmall 
convulſions, and now and then a twinge in 
his jaw: the wound in his foot was with- 
out {ſwelling or inflammation. I dilated 
the wound and filled it with lint moiſtened 
with ſpirit of turpentine :; this in a little 
while produced a good deal of pain, and a 

great inflammation in his foot. While I 


Was 


a 
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was preparing to treat him in the manner 
I had treated the two former caſes, his 
pains and ſpaſms in his body ſuddenly left 
him, and in four and twenty hours after 
I ſaw him, he complained of nothing but 


of the pain and ſwelling in his foot, which 
continued for ſeveral weeks, and did not 


leave him till it ended in a ſuppuration. 


From the hiſtory, of theſe three caſes, I 
beg leave to make the following remarks : 


I. That the prediſpoſition to the Te- 
tanus depends upon relaxation ; this re- 


laxation is generally produced by heat; 


but exceſſive labour, watchings, marches, 
or fatigue from any cauſe, all produce it 
likewiſe; and hence we find it more fre— 
quent from wounds received in battles, than 
irom ſimilar wounds received in any other 
way. Theſe wounds more certainly pro— 
duce the Tetanus, if they have been pre— 
ceded for ſome time with warm weather. 
Dr. Schoepſt, the phyſician general of the 
Anſpach troops, that ſerved at the ſiege of 
York, in the year 1781, informed me of 

a ſingular 
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a ſingular fact upon this ſubject: upon 
converſing with the French ſurgeons after 
the capitulation, he was informed by them, 
that the troops who arrived juſt before the 
ſiege from the Weſt- Indies with the Count 
de Graſſe, were the only troops belonging 
to their nation that ſuffered from the Te- 
tanus. There was not a fingle inſtance 
of that diſorder among the troops who had 
ſpent a winter in Rhode-Iſland. 


II. As the Tetanus ſeems to be occa- 
ſioned by relaxation, the medicines indi- 
cated to cure 1t are ſuch only as are cal- 
culated to remove this relaxation, and re- 
ſtore a tone to the ſyſtem ; the bark and 
wine appear to att in this way. The ope- 
ration of the bliſters is of a more com- 
plicated nature; that they are ſedative and 
antiſpaſmodic in fevers, is univerſally ac- 
knowledged ; but in the peculiar ſtate of 
irritability which occurs in the Tetanus, 
perbaps their effects are more ſimply ſtimu- 
lating. But I will go one ſtep further. 
In order to cure this diſorder, it is neceſ- 
ſary not only to produce an ordinary tone 

in 
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in the ſyſtem, but ſomething like the in- 
flammatory diathieſis; the abſence of this 
diathefis is taken notice of by all authors, 
particularly by Dr. Cullen. Mercury 
appears to att only by promoting this 
diathefis ; hence it never does any ſer- 
vice unleſs it be given time enough to 
produce a ſalivation. The irritation and 
inflammation produced in the mouth and 
throat, ſeldom fail to produce the inflam- 
matory diathefts ; as blood drawn in a ſali- 
vation has repeatedly ſhewn. I apprehend 
that the oil of amber acts as a ſtimulant 
chiefly in this diſorder. I have heard of a 
Tetanus being cured in the iſland of Gra- 
nada by large doſes of muſtard. Dr. 
Wright, lately of the iſland of Jamaica, 
relates, in the ſixth volume of the London 
Medical Eſſays, ſeveral remarkable caſes of 
the Tetanus being cured by the cold bath. 
Both theſe remedies certainly act as ſtimu- 
lants and tonics. By reaſoning a pruor:, I 
conceive that electricity would be found to 
be an equally powerful remedy in this 


diſorder. 


Firſt lines, vol. iti. 
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III. As general inflammatory diatheſis 


diſpoſes to topical inflammation, ſo topical 
inflammation diſpoſes to general inflam- 
matory diatheſis. Wounds upon this ac- 
count are leſs apt to inflame in ſummer 


than in winter. In the Tetanus, I have 


uniformly obſerved an abſence of all in- 
flammation in the wound or injuries that 
produce it. A ſplinter under the nail 
produces no convulſions, if pain, inflam- 
mation, and ſuppuration follow the acci- 
dent: it is by exciting pain and inflamma- 
tion, I apprehend, that the ſpirit of tur- 
pentine acts in all wounds and punctures 
of nervous and tendinous parts. I have 
never-known a ſingle inſtance of Tetanus 
where this remedy has been applied in 


time. It was to excite an inflammation in 


the foot of Mr. Leſlie that I dilated the 
wound, and ſilled it with the ſpirit of tur- 
pentine ; I was not ſurpriſed at its good 
effects in his caſe, for I was prepared to 
expect them. 


I find a remarkable caſe related in Dr. 
William Monro's Theſis, publiſhed in 
Edinburgh 


N 
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Edinburgh in the year 178g, of a black 
girl, who had a Tetanus from running a 
nail in her foot, being perfectly cured by 
deep and extenſive inciſions made in the 
wounded part by Dr. John Bell, of the 
Iſland of Granada. It is by producing 
inflammation in a particular part and tone 
in the whole ſyſtem. I apprehend that the 
amputation of a wounded limb ſometimes 
cures a Tetanus. And it is becauſe the 
degrees of both are too inconſiderable to 
oppoſe the violence of the ſpaſms in the 
advanced ſtages of the Tetanus, that am- 
putation often fails of ſucceſs. 


I have been informed by a Phyſician 
who reſided ſome time at St. Croix, that 
the Negroes on that iſland always apply a 
plaſter made of equal parts of ſalt and 
tallow, to their freſh wounds, in order to 
prevent a locked jaw. The falt always 
produces ſome degree of inflammation. 


If the facts that have been ſtated are 
true, and the inferences that have been 
drawn from them are juſt, how ſhall we 

L account 
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account for the action of ohium in curing 
this diſorder. I do not deny its good 
effects in many caſes, but I believe it has 
failed in four caſes out of five, in the 
hands of moſt practitioners. It 1s remark- . 
able that it ſucceeds only where 1t 1s given 
in large doſes. In theſe caſes I would 
ſuppoſe that its ſedative powers are loſt in 
its ſtimulating. It is upon a footing there- 
fore, in one reſpect, with the ſtimulating 
medicines that have been mentioned ; but 
from its being combined with a ſedative 
quality, it is probably inferior to moſt of 
them. I am the more inclined to adopt 
this opinion from an account I once re- 
ceived from Dr. Robert, of the iſland of 
Dominique, who informed me that after 
having cured a Negro man of a Tetanus, 
he was afterwards ſeized with a diſorder 
in his ſtomach, of which he died in a few 
days. Upon opening him he found his 
ſtomach inflamed and mortified. I do not 
forbid the uſe of ohm altogether in this 
diſorder. I think ſmall doſes of it may 
be given to eaſe pain, as in other ſþaſmo- 
dic diſorders, but as its qualities are com- 


plicated, 
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plicated, and its efficacy doubtful, I think 
it ought to yield to more ſimple and more 
powerful remedies. 


To this account of the Tetanus, I beg 
leave to ſubjoin a few words upon a diſ- 
order commonly called the Jaw-fall in 
infants, which 1s nothing but a Tetanus. 
I have met with three caſes of it in this 
city, all of which proved fatal. The ſtage 
of the diſorder in which I was called, and 
the age and weaknels of the infants, all 
forbad me to attempt any thing for their 
relief. I have introduced the ſubject of 
this diſorder in children only for the fake 
of mentioning a fatt communicated to me 
by the late Dr. Cadwalider Evans, of this 
city. This gentleman practiſed phyſic for 
ſeveral years in Jamaica, where he had 
frequent opportunities of ſeeing the Teta- 
nus in the black children. He found it in 
every caſe to be incurable. He ſuppoſed 
it to be occaſioned by the retention of the 
mecontum in the bowels. This led him 
invariably to purge every child that was 
born upon the eſtates committed to his 

L 2 care. 
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care. After he adopted this practice, he 
never met with a fingle inſtance of the 
Tetanus among children. 


Perhaps it may tend to enlarge our ideas 
of the Tetanus, and to promote a ſpirit of 
inquiry and experiment, to add that this 
diſorder 1s not confined to the human 
ſpecies. I have: known ſeveral inſtances 
of it in horſes, from nails running in their 
feet, and from other accidents. It 1s at- 
tended with a rigidity in the muſcles of the 
neck, a ſtiffneſs of the limbs, and ſuch a 
contraction in the jaw as to prevent their 
eating. It 1s generally fatal. In two caſes 
(the one in my own horle) I had the plea- 
lure of ſeeing the diſeaſe perfectly cured by 
applying a potential cauſtic to the neck 
under the mane, by large doſes of the oil 
of amber, and by plunging one of them 
into the river, and throwing buckets of 
cold water upon the other. 


With great reſpect I am, fir, your much 
obliged friend, and humble ſervant, 


Jay ahh, * 
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Caſes of Palpitation of the Heart, attend- 
ed with peculiar Symptoms: By J. C. 
LEtTTSOM, M. D. &c. 


Read March 20, 1786. 


Cant E 


T S. a delicate lively boy ſix years old, 
* firſt had my aſſiſtance on the gd 
of January 1786. I was informed that he 
had laboured under a rheumatiſm with 
fever for about five weeks paſt ; but that, 
although his pains which had affected his 
body, as well as the limbs, had ſubſided, 
a cough had come on and increaſed, with 
ſome degree of difficulty of breathing. 


When I ſaw him, the pulſe was not 
ſtrong, but threddy and ſmall, beating 126 
ſtrokes in a minute, with occaſional inter- 
millions; a Palhitation of the Heart was 

ſo 


; 
| 
| 
/ 
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ſo conſpicuous, as to be immediately diſ- 
cernible acroſs a large room; and upon 
laying one hand on the thorax, and the 
other on the back, the vibrations of the 
ſtrokes were ſo violent, as to ſhake the 
whole body, and to give an impreſſion on 
the hands as if the partition between them 
and the pulſation was very thin. The 
breathing was ſhort and ſometimes labori- 
ous ; and particularly about every four or 
five minutes, when a more deep and full 
inſpiration was taken, aſſiſted with a writh- 
ing or ſerpentine direction of the body, as 
if deſigned to admit a more copious inſpi- 
ration, He was able to lie in any poſition 
of the body, without increaſed dyſpnea ; 
the cough was ſhort and quick, but not 
very violent; the countenance delicate and 
pale, and the body emaciated, excepting 
the ancles, which acquired a little tu- 
meſcence towards evening: he had inter- 
vals, and ſometimes days, that he vas ſo 
well as to enjoy his books and play-things 
with chearfulneſs. His appetite was good; 
but as he was a tractable child, and his 
parents extremely prudent, the vegetable 


nutriment 
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nutriment which was enjoined, was ſtrictly 


purſued for ſeveral weeks. 


I ordered him as a medicine the emul- 
ſion of almonds with nitre, and Hoffmann's 
anodyne liquor; and to have five ounces 
of blood taken from the arm.—This was 
on the 4th of January, and the medicine 
was continued till the gth, when the bleed- 
ing was again repeated. As an addition 
to the emulſion, I ordered a grain of 
extract of hemlock, and half a drachm of 
ſyrupus e meconio, to be taken three times 


a day. 


After each bleeding the ſymptoms were 
much milder, but they continued in degree; 
the pulſe was never ſlower than 110, rarely 
indeed under 120. With this little reſpite, 
: he gradually became ſo weak, that I was 
= deterred from the repetition of venæ— 


ſeftion. 


Towards the end of January, the legs 
became more anaſarcous, and debility 
gradually undermined the frame. To re- 
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peat every preſcription, wherein ſo little 
was done by medicine, would be uſeleſs. 
A purgative of calomel was occaſionally 
given, which always afforded ſome relief 
for a day or two afterwards. The nights 
were rendered eaſy by ſuch a quantity of 
Hrupus e meconio as procured reſt When 
the weather admitted, as ſome days in 
January and February were unuſually 
warm, he was taken into the air, and ſlept 
in the country-houſe of the family; he 
had aſſes milk every morning, and was 
guarded with every attention, as to the 
weather, as well as diet, that affection 
could dictate towards a promiſing ſon. 


In the beginning of March a more gene- 
ral anaſarca enſued, with a ſlight fluctua- 
tion of water in the abdomen, though he 
ſtill kept up ſome part of the day with the 
family; but from this period weakneſs 
more rapidly enſued, and he was obliged 
to keep his bed ſome days before he died, 
which happened on the 1oth of March. 

+. Two days preceding this event, a quantity 
of water paſſed off by the urinary paſſages, 
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and the tenſion of the abdomen abated; 
but in leſs than twelve hours, a ſimilar 
fulneſs took place. 


On the 12th of March the body was 
opened by the Surgeons Field and Sherlock, 
when I allo attended. On removing the 
integuments, the whole fite of the abdo- 
minal wiſcera was natural, as in a ſound 
healthy ſtate, excepting in the appearance 
of the omentum, which was almoſt without 
fat; the liver, gall bladder, ſpleen, and 
other viſcera, free from any apparent diſ- 
eaſe: about a pint of water was effuſed 
into the abdomen. 


On opening the thorax, which was more 


elevated and enlarged on the left fide, a 


ſimilar effuſion of water, of nearly half 
the quantity, was diſcovered ; the pert- 
cardium, at its firſt expoſure to the eye, 
appeared conſiderably enlarged, and afford- 
ed a ſuſpicion of water likewiſe within its 
cavity; and upon dividing it, there ap- 
peared to be about an ounce of fluid con- 
tained in it. 
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It was the heart itſelf that was ſo much 
enlarged, appearing of twice the natural 
magnitude ; for in cutting open the right 
ventricle, at leaſt five ounces of blood 
were diſcharged from it: and on a ſimilar 
diviſion of the left ventricle, about two 
ounces more; but the right ventricle, 
although ſo conſiderably enlarged, appear- 
ed to poſſeſs its natural conſiſtence. 


The left lobe of the lungs adhered ſtrong- 
ly to the parts in vicinity; laterally to the 
ribs; inferiorly to the diaphragm, polte- 
riorly to the pleura ; as well as to the pe- 
ricardium by the mediaſtinum; and on the 
ſurface under the /lernum there appeared 
a flight exiravaſation of blood: in cutting 
into the ſubſtance of the left lung there 
was no ſign of diſeaſe, except here 
and there a ſmall ſpot of extravaſated 
blood, but nothing that in the leaſt could 
interfere with reſpiration. 


The external ſurface of the right Jobe 
afforded very extenſive appearances of ex- 
travaſalion, but without any adheſion to 


3 the 
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the neighbouring parts, and in cutting in- 
to its ſubſtance, it was found generally 
diſeaſed from inflammation ; it cut like a 
firm ſolid ſubſtance, but it was not in a 
ſcirrhous ſtate in the leaſt ; nor were there 
tubercles in any part of its ſubſtance or 
coat : the colour was nearly black, the air 
and blood veſſels almoſt obliterated ; and 
portions of it cut out and thrown into 
water, ſuddenly ſunk. In no part of theſe 
viſcera was any ſuppuration or pus ob- 
ſervable; and for the moſt part appeared 
juſt as ſolid as liver, and of the ſame 


aſpect. 


It has been obſerved, that excluhve of 
the enlargement of the ventricles, no mor- 
bid affettion appeared in their coats; and 
the arteria pulmonalis, though enlarged at 
its trunk, had no diſeaſe; but the ramifi- 
cations branching from it, were ſoon ob- 
literated in the dark- coloured, heavy por- 
tions of the right pulmonary lobe. 


The immediate cauſe of death muſt 
appear obvious from this ſketch of the 
M 2 diſeaſed 
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diſeaſed parts ; the blood thrown from the 
right ventricle into the arteria pulmonalis, 
being greatly obſtructed by the diſeaſed 
ſtate of the right Jobe, a regurgitation of 
the blood into the ventricle muſt enſue ; 
and under ſuch an immediate contingence 
the patient probably expired, as the ven- 
tricle and arteria pulmonalts were found 
loaded with about five ounces of blood, 
part coagulated, and nearly as much fluid. 
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This obſtructed exit of blood, and re- 
gurgitation, might occaſion the enlarge- 
ment of the right ventricle, and likewiſe 
that palpitation and laborious breathing 
which he endured for many weeks, and 
which gave ſome ſuſpicion of an ane um 
near the heart. 
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Oppreſſed in breathing as he was, and 
with a ſenſe of load about the cheſt, he 
frequently gave writhing ſerpentine poſi- 
tions to his body, as has been remarked, 
which ſeemed at length involuntary, in 

order probably to overcome the impeded 
circulation 
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circulation of blood through the heart and 
large veſſels. 


From all the different remedies employ- 
ed during his illneſs, three only afforded 
ſome relief occaſional bleedings, the ano- 
dyne of ſyrupus e meconto, and a purgative 
of calomel. 


From the ſtate of the lungs, there is 
ſufficient reaſon to conclude that inflam- 
mation, firſt in the left lobe and pleura, 
and afterwards communicated to the right 
lobe, was the original diſeaſe; and how 
far bleeding, and the plan of treatment 
uſual under ſuch a ſtate, could it have been 
diſcovered, might have obviated the fatal 
termination, is not aſcertainable. 
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R 
years of age, was, during the year 
1776, much afflicted with darting pains 


about 


Ja young lady, about eleven 


8 MEMOIRS of the 


about the region of the ſtomach. In the 
ſpring of 1777, ſhe had a ſlight cough, 
and felt a conſiderable difficulty of breath- 
ing, accompanied with ſuch a Palhitation 
of the Heart as was diſcernible at a conſi- 
derable diſtance ; and upon laying the 
hand on the ſternum, it gave a ſenſation 
to the touch not eaſily deſcribed ; ſome- 
what like a fluid paſſing through a cylin- 
der, in the central ſubſtance of which a 
ball had been infixed, againſt which the 
impulſe of the circulating fluid had been 
directed, and by 1t repelled with a vibra- 
tory motion along the cylinder : this vi- 
bration, as well as the Palpttation of the 
Heart, were diminiſhed upon holding the 
breath, but this undulating motion was 
more regular when the breathing was equal- 
ly maintained, which was uſual when 
alleep, and ſometimes ſo when awake in a 
reclined poſition: when this equal balance 
was once overcome, which was ſeveral 
times in an hour when out of bed, the 
patient would attempt a full and laborious 
inſpiration with a writhing ſerpentine flex- 
ure of the body, which again reſtored the 
lolt 
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loſt balance; but in this effort the vibra- 
tion was attended with a kind of double 
undulation, as if a convulſive, had imme- 
diately followed the natural action, of the 
cylinder. Upon motion, reſpiration be- 
came more difficult, and a ſenſe of ſuffo- 
cation ſometimes enſued ; but throughout 
the whole diſeaſe there was no acute pain 
in the thorax, though ſometimes flight 
ſhooting pains in the pectoral muſcles were 
noticed ; the principal pain complained of, 
was about the upper part of the larynx, 


and this continued throughout the diſeaſe 
almoſt invariably. 


The pulle was generally quick, ſome- 
times hard and threddy, ſeldom beating 
under 130 ſtrokes in a minute; it often 
intermitted, eſpecially upon motion, when 
it alſo was attended with a fluttering irre- 
gularity: there was rarely any fever, at 
leaſt for days ſucceſhvely ſhe was free from 
any; ſometimes an increaſed heat came 
on, with a fluſhed. hettic appearance of 
the cheeks, but this was more apparent 
near the end, than in the recent ftate of 


the 
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the diſeaſe. The voice was ſhrill, haſty, 


and 1mpetuous, as if from impatience in 
ſuffering, though ſhe applied it to no par- 
ticular cauſe, but an inability to do other- 
wile. 


The patient took cicuta, Hoffmann's 
anodyne, the Peruvian bark, and many 
other medicines, without any obvious be- 
nefit ; a bliſter was applied to the breaſt, 
and long kept open ; bleeding was tried, 
and as the blood was very ſizy, it was re- 
peated; but temporary mitigation only 
reſulted. 


In September the cough became more 
troubleſome, with a frothy expettoration, 
which ſhe deſcribed as ariſing from the 
larynx or ſuperior part of the trachea ; 
where her pain was moſt perceptible, and 
now extended over the whole cheſt : ſhe 
grew daily and rapidly more and more 
emaciated, and ſhe expired on the 2d of 


October 1777. 


On the 4th of the ſame month the body 
was 


N T . K Wks .. 2 

F ö 3 88 FFP . n >< e 4 

5 4 Ne 2 IG 53h; E *. 3 £4 FY wt * * . 500 8 * a 1 - t 
F, % 1 X » n 5 % ö K — 7 4 2 8 


a PR e f e 8 4 4, 33 
RE "4 : Wen - * . * GERT r 
of 2 1 9 0 2 8 


„„ 2 7 
C 8 A X Si He 


* * ö 
, A er a2 


1 . bg > 3 _ * 


Medical Society of London. 89 


was opened by ]. Headington, Surgeon, 
in Spitalfields, when I was likewiſe pre- 
ſent. 


The pericardium contained a conſider- 
able quantity of fluid, amounting to three 
ounces and a half; about the ſame quan- 
tity floated in the cavity of the thorax : 
both lobes of the lungs were ſet with ſeveral 
ſmall glandular tubercles, ſome of which 
were 1n a ſtate of ſuppuration ; and on the 
right there was a ſlight adheſion to thepleura. 


The ventricles of the heart were loaded 
with coagulated blood, as well as the aſ- 
cending aorta ; and in tracing the courſe 
of this artery, which paſſes over the 
trachea, a tumor was diſcovered near the 
origin of the aorta, and fituated imme- 
diately between it, and the trachea, in 


ſuch a manner as equally to preſs upon 
them. 


This tumor, of the magnitude of a large 
walnut, ſuppoſed to be an enlarged Lym- 
phatic gland, was ſteatomous, with a flight 

Vol. I. N ſuppuration 
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ſuppuration on the ſurface in vicinity to 
the trachea, and the coats of the latter 
were become thinner on that ſide : the 
artery itſelf, though compreſſed on the 
ſide touching the tumor, was of a healthy 
texture, The abdominal wſcera were in 
general in a natural ſtate ; even the meſen- 
teric glands, were free from diſeaſe, as well 
as the liver and its appendages. 


In exhibiting this view of the thoracic 
viſcera, the Nydrops pericardu, the pulmo- 


nary ſuppurations, and the glandular tu- 


mor, might lingly be conſidered as a ſufh- 


cient ſource of fatality, As the cough 
was very trivial till near the approach of 
death; it might be ſuggeſted, that the 
pulmonary affection was ſubſequent to the 
tumor; which was ſo ſituated as to obſtruct 
the free tranfit of blood through the aorta, 
and thus impeding the functions of the 
heart, firſt lay the foundation of the 
hydrops pecloris. The patient was up- 
wards of twelve months indiſpoſed, a 
period of time ſhe could not have ſub- 


liſted under ſuch a degree of hydrops 


pedloraes : 
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pectoris: hence it might be inferred, that 
the fumor gave riſe to the other diſeaſes, 
and was the ſource of the fatal termination. 
Added to theſe conſiderations, the writhing 
ſerpentine flexure of the body, adopted by 
the patient, determine me to this opinion, 
as well as the large quantity of blood, 
found in the ventricles, which alone ap- 
peared to reſult from the mechanical 
preſſure of this hard body upon the aorta, 
producing congeſtion of blood in the 
heart, whilſt the deſcending aorta was 
found unuſually empty of this fluid. 


Though the larynx and whole courſe of 


the trachea were not diſeaſed, yet the pain 


was generally referred to the ſuperior part 
of this tube; the cough might occaſion 
ſome irritation, but by no means equiva- 
lent to the ſufferings of the patient. If 
we reflect upon the condition of other 
parts of the body, wherein pains are per- 
ceptible at a diſtance from the exciting 
cauſe, we may riſk a conjecture in the 
preſent inſtance; thus a calculus in the 
vefica urinaria, gives a painful ſenſation 
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at the glans penis; and obſtructed feces in 
the inteſtines occaſion pain at the ſphincter 
ani; in like manner a tumor preſſing on 
the trachea, may convey a ſenſe of pain 
at its termination in the larynx : if muſ- 
cular fibres reſemble other elaſtic bodies 
this conjecture is further eſtabliſhed ; thus, 
in vibrating cords the force of impulſe 
will be ſtrongeſt at their fixed extremities. 
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In both the preceding caſes, I have par- 
ticularly mentioned, the writhing ſerpen- 
tine directions of the body, which accom- 
panied the dy/þnza, and general ſymptoms 
of oppreſled circulation; and from further 
inquiries, among medical gentlemen, who 
have been attentive to diſſections of un- 
common diſeaſes, I am induced to think 
that theſe particular attitudes of the body, 
are the uſual concomitants of obſtruction 
in the blood veſſels of the heart, and of 


the larger veſſels immediately communi— 
cating with it. 
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This ſymptom has not hitherto been 
noticed as an attendant on the angina 
peclorts. 
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pectoris. The difficulty of breathing upon 
motion; the lancinating pains about the 
hectoral muſcles and arms, and the inter- 
mitting pulſe, are the molt pathognomontc 
ſymptoms of a diſeaſe ſcarcely yet eſta- 
bliſhed, although the moſt accurate diſfec- 
tions have been made; but in all the caſes 
of obſtructed blood near the heart, the 
periodical voluntary or involuntary atti- 
tudes of the body already deſcribed, have 
been prominent features. I do not recol- 
le&t to have ſeen that ſenſe of ſudden ſuf— 
focation uſual in the angina pectoris, and 
probably the very ſymptom above men- 
tioned tends to obviate it, by giving an 
impulſe to the action of the heart that over- 
comes the reſiſtance in the large veſſels. 


Fatal as theſe diſeaſes have hitherto 
been, I thought it would afford ſome uſe- 
ful addition to our ſcanty ſtock of medical 
knowledge reſpetting them, thus to make 
ſome diſcrimination in their leading ſymp- 
toms, which future experience may. pro- 
bably apply to elucidate fatts beyond the 


reach of preſent inveſtigation. 
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ARTICLE . 


Obſervations on Deafneſs, from Affections 
of the Euſtachian Tube: By JAMES S1MS, 
M. D. Prefident of the MEDICAL Soct- 
ETV of LONDON, &c. 


Read May 20, 1786. 
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HE tube which paſſes from the in- 
ternal cavity of the ear beyond the 
membrana tympant, to the back part of 
the /auces, is called the aqueduct by ſome, 
but is more commonly known by the name 
of the Euſtachian tube, from its having 
been firſt accurately deſcribed by that 
excellent anatomiſt. Some writers, as 
Le Clerc and Haller, have ſuppoſed 
Alemezon and Ariſtotle, acquainted with 
this tube, from their allerting that goats 
breathe through the ear. This aflertion 
however, 
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however, is given both by Pliny and 
Varro to Archelaus. But it appears to me 
that a knowledge of this tube, and even 
its uſes, may with much more reaſon be at- 
tributed to Hippocrates, what they have 
averred concerning goats being falſe; 
whereas, in his book de locts in homine, he 
ſays, that in ſuppurationsof the ear, a ſponge 
dippedina drying medicine is to be put into 
the external ear, and at the ſame time a 
purgative, by which he means ſimulating, 
medicine is to be put into the noſe, fo 
that the matter which before flowed into 
the ear may be carried into the noſe. 


Many uſes have been aſcribed to this 
tube, yet I am apprehenſive one of the 
principal ones has not as yet been pointed 
out. From ſeveral circumſtances I am of 
opinion, that it conveys the ſound of 
our own voice to the organ of hearing, 
in the ſame manner as the meatus audito- 
ius externus conveys to it all other ſounds 
whatever; on which account it is the prin- 
cipal regulator of our own voice. Had I 
not formed this opinion from a variety of 


facts, 
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facts, I ſhould have been led to give it 
up on the authority of the celebrated 


Dr. Monro, of Edinburgh, who in his 


tenth chapter of the Phyſiology of Fiſhes, 
aſſerts, from what he thinks a concluſive 
experiment, that no diſtin& impreſſion is 
tranſmitted through the Euſtachian tube. 
As this is intended merely as a practical 
paper, I would not have mentioned my 
opinion here, if it had not ſerved to illuſ- 
trate ſome of the remarks which follow ; 
and as I am venturing to diſſent from one 


great phyſiologiſt, I hope I may be allowed 


to point out what J think an error in ano- 


ther, no leſs celebrated one, I mean Hal- 
ler, who, 8 5. c. iii. I. xv. of his Elementa 
Phyfologie, ſays, that in inſpiration a tor- 
rent of air enters the Euſtachtan tube, and 
preſſes the membrane of the tympanum 
ſtrongly outward : that this happens in 
expiration, eſpecially if the mouth or noſe 
be cloſed, or the expiration be ſudden and 
violent, as in ſneezing, may be eaſily de- 


monſtrated; but that it ſhould happen in 
inſpiration, 18 contrary to the laws of me- 


chanics. 


Be 
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Be theſe matters, however, as they may, 
no one I believe at this time doubts that 
Deafneſs enſues when the Euſtachian tube 
is obſtructed, as well as when the meatus 
auditorius externus is ſtopped up. Theſe 
two ſpecies of Deafneſs being, perhaps, 
almoſt the only curable ones, are therefore 
moſt worthy of our attention. The man- 
ner of treating each being entirely differ- 
ent from the other, it becomes alſo of 
great importance to find out marks by 
which we may diſtinguiſh them. To point 
out the ſymptoms by which we may know 
the Euſtachian tube to be the ſeat of the 
diſeaſe, and how to remedy it when ſeated 
there, ſhall be the ſubject of this paper. 


Previous to any general deductions, I 
think 1t beſt to give a hiſtorical account of 
what I have obſerved from my firſt paying 
particular attention to this ſubject until the 
preſent time. In the ſummer of 1779, J 
was deſired to viſit a young gentleman in 
Fenchurch-Street, who from having taken 
cold, had been ſeized with Deafneſs about 
three weeks before. The diſorder was at 
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firſt attended with feveriſhneſs, and ſome 
degree of inflammation about the tonfils, 
for which he had been bled. The other 
ſymptoms of the caſe, ſuch as an eruption 
upon his face of a leprous appearance, 
which afterwards yielded to the æthiopic 
pill, are not neceſſary to be related here; 
let it ſuffice to ſay, that on the morning 
before my firſt viſit he had been perfectly 
reſtored to hearing, by a violent fit of 


ſneezing, his ears giving a loud crack at the 


ſame time. That a ſtoppage of the Euſta- 
chian tube might occaſion a Deafneſs, I 
did not doubt, from having frequently 
obſerved, both in myſelf and others, the 


hearing injured for a ſhort time during 


colds, together with a noiſe in the ears, 
which uſually went off on their giving a 
ſmart crack. But that this might be ſo 
permanent, as in the following caſe, and 
yet ſtill be remediable, I muſt own did not 
fall within my conception; I ſhall there- 
fore relate it circumſtantially as given to 
me by the gentleman himſelf, the appli- 
cation of it ſeeming very important in 
medicine : 


Mr. 
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Mr. Robert Stephens, a ſtudent of me- 
dicine, of a ſtrong make and about twenty- 
one years of age, on his return in the 
month of April, 1770, from Edinburgh to 
Ireland, embarked at Greenock in a ſmall 
veſſel, and as there were a great number 
of paſſengers, he ſuffered many inconve- 
niences during the voyage, which proved 
very tedious. When at ſea, they were be- 
calmed in ſuch a ſituation as rendered it 
equally inconvenient to turn back or pro- 
ceed ; making choice however of the 
latter, they endeavoured to haſten their 
arrival at Belfaſt, by towing the veſlel 
with the long boat. This employed them 
by turns for three days, and as many 
nights ; during which time, Mr. Stephens 
was. often violently heated and afterwards 
much expoſed to cold. Being an unex- 
perienced ſailor he neglected applying to 
ſpirits, their noſtrum in ſuch circumſtances, 
of which imprudence he began to find the 
effects before his departure from the veſſel, 
being ſeized with a very ſevere fit of the 
Rheumatiſm, which laſted many months. 
Eight or ten days after his arrival in Ire- 


O2 land, 
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land, he was ſeized with an inflammation 
in the 7onfils that almoſt threatened ſtran- 
gulation ; nothing could be ſwallowed but 
thin diluting liquors, even thick water 
gruel not finding a paſſage downwards, 
without the moſt exquiſite pain, and the 
leaſt motion of the glottis in ſwallowing 
the ſaliva being attended with ſuch torture, 
that the remoteſt member of the body 
felt its effect. For three days it had the 
appearance of ſuppurating, but on the 
fourth it ſubſided ſo much, that he had 
recourſe to his uſual manner of life. Im- 
mediately after its abating, he perceived 
his hearing begin to decreaſe, with a pro- 
digious noiſe in his ears, which continued 
for three weeks, until it brought him to 
ſuch a ſituation that he could not hear 
common converſation, or even when 
ſpoken to in a louder voice, he loſt the 
half of what was ſaid, from the impreſſion 
of the firſt ſound remaining ſo long upon 
his ear, as to render the following ones in- 
diſtinct. Under theſe diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances he continued a whole year, during 
which he tried bliſters, ſyringing, and 

every 
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every thing that could be thought of, both 
by himſelf and ſome very eminent phyſi- 
cians whom he conſulted, without receiv- 
ing the leaſt advantage. His patience 
was at length quite exhauſted, and he re- 
ſolved to reſign himſelf to his fate, and lay 
aſide theuſeof altapplications, thinking that 
they clogged his ears, and rendered ſounds 
more confuſed. In this ſtate of inactivity 
and deſpondence he continued two months, 
without perciving the leaſt alteration, until 
at laſt fortune, who often beſtows upon us 
thoſe good gifts that reaſon and forecaſt 
have in vain ſought for, caſt a perſon in 
his way, whole daughter had ſuffered under 
the like calamity, for a ſpace of time he 
does not at preſent recollect, and whoſe 
hearing had been lucklily reſtored in a very 
ſimple and unexpected manner. Her noſe 
happening to be ſtopt by a cold, that hin- 
dered the intercouſe of air through that 
organ ; torid herſelf of this inconvenience 
and make a paſſage for it by that way, 
ſhe cloſed her mouth, and applying her 
fingers to her noſe, made a violent effort 
to emit her breath, when inſtead of pro- 

curing 
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curing a paſſage through her noſe, ſhe 
found one into her ears, which occaſioned 
each to crack like a piſtol. The experi- 
ment was attended with ſo little trouble, 
that he made the trial in the ſame manner ; 


but after many attempts it proved unſuc- 


ceſsful. Loath, however, to remain in 
that melancholy ſtate, which is ſo remark- 
ably the lot of Deafneſs, he at laſt made 
fome little alteration in his method, and 
to his inexpreſſible joy it had the deſired 
effect. Inſtead of filling his mouth with 
air, he kept his lips cloſely preſſed to his 
gums and teeth; this made the air exert 
its full force about the entrance into the 
larynx, and the firſt trial with theſe altera- 
tions ſucceeded with one ear. In twenty- 
four hours, during which time his many 
anxious efforts to recover ſo valuable a 
bleſſing, may be more eafily conceived 
than expreſſed, the like ſucceſs attended 
him with the other ear. For the ſpace of 
three days afterwards, he was obliged to 
avoid all company on account of the diſa- 
greeable impreſſion each ſound made upon 
his ears; he could hear diſtinctly a whiſper 


from 
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from a diſtant part of a room, frequent 
trials of that kind having been made, to 
prove the reality of the cure: he has 
ever ſince enjoyed as uſual that ineſtimable 
faculty. From the circumſtances of this 
caſe, the ſituation of the diſorder in the 
Euſtachian tube, was evident; and the ex- 
traordinary and unexpected cure rouſed 
my attention in the higheſt degree. I 
muſt own, that the almoſt magical manner 
in which it was performed, caught my 
fancy ſo much, that I obliged all my deaf 
patients to make efforts ſimilar to thoſe 
deſcribed in this caſe. The natural con- 
ſequence of which was, that I failed in vaſt 
numbers of inſtances where the diſeaſe was 
not ſituated in the Euſtachian tube. One 
good, however, reſulted from theſe indiſ- 
criminate trials, which was, that I became 
able in a conſiderable degree to point out 
the characteriſtic differences between it and 
other kinds of Deafneſs. Among the in- 
ſtances wherein I failed, or was only par- 
tially ſucceſsful, two being attended with 
remarkable occurrences ſhall be mentioned 
here. 


A ſingle 
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A ſingle lady who had been formerly 
deaf for ſome weeks and been ſuddenly 
relieved from it, was after a cold, ſeized a 
ſecond time with Deafneſs, which conti- 
nued increaſing upon her for ſome months. 
I ſaw her after the malady had continued 
three months, when I recommended to her 
the method already deſcribed, without 
effect. She afterwards applied to an au- 
riſt in this town, who pronounced the 
cale to be nervous, and applied a perpetual 
bliſter behind the ear; after this had been 
kept on for ſome weeks, ſhe was as before 
inſtantaneouſly relieved by a ſudden noiſe 
in her ears. Both from the ſuddenneſs of 
the relief and other ſymptoms, I am led to 
believe that the ſeat of complaint was in 
the Euſtachian tube: I am likewiſe con- 
vinced that ſhe never uſed the method pre- 
{cribed with ſufficient force, as I could not 
perſuade her to try it before my face, ſhe 
ſeeming diſpleaſed with its ſimplicity, and 
immediately applying to an auriſt, who 
treated 1t with becoming importance. 


The 
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The ſecond caſe was of a beautiful 
young lady, fiſter to an ingenious Surgeon 
of this town, who had been deaf to a con- 
ſiderable degree for above two years. 
From a thorough conviction of the ſeat of 
the diſorder, I ſtrongly recommended the 
foregoing method, and got her brother to 
ſecond my perſuaſions. The conſequence 
was, that ſhe appeared at firſt perfectly 
cured ; but I find that the complaint has 
ſince repeatedly returned: ſhe is, however, 


always conſiderably relieved by the ſame 
method as at firſt. 8 


I ſhall come now to ſome more general 
remarks upon the diſeaſe, drawn from all the 
caſes I have ſeen of it. The moſt frequent 
_ cauſe I have found to be the catching of 
cold, as it 1s called in this country, which 
anſwers to the Coryza of Hippocrates, and 
deſtillatio or gravedo of Celſus. This pro- 
bably atts by inflaming and ſwelling the 
- ſoft mucous glandular membrane that lines 
the part of the tube next the fauces. The 
ſecretion of thele glands becoming viſcid, 
may likewiſe block up the tube, and ſo 

Vol. I. P occaſion 
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occaſion Deafneſs, as we ſee in and after 
many fevers. It is likewiſe known that a 
polypus, a ſwelling of the palate, or repeat- 
ed inflammations of the tonfils, produce 
the ſame conſequence. Apthe, or an 
eroſion of the muſcles of the tube likewiſe 
produce it; any inflammation that pro- 
duces coheſion between its fides will hke- 
wiſe have a ſimilar effect. 


From what I have ſeen, women appear 
more liable to Deafneſs than men, and alſo 
I beheve to this particular ſpecies ; but 


upon this I am not able to determine at 
preſent. 


There ſeems to be a conſiderable con- 
tent between the two ears, perhaps as 
great as between the eyes. Thus upon one 
ear being ſtopt with the finger, the hearing 
of the other is rendered very dull and 
confuſed. Santous or purulent diſcharges 
frequently appear from both ; and one ear 
is ſeldom long affected without the other 
ſuffering in the end. Theſe facts are ob- 
vious in the external ears, and are, I 


beheve, 
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believe, 3 true, as to the Euſtachian 
tubes. 


The marks by which Deafneſs is known 
to proceed from an obſtruction of the 
Euſtachian tube, are, 1ſt, Its being pre- 
ceded by ſome of the cauſes already men- 
tioned. 2dly, On making an effort to 
expire, and at the ſame time retaining the 
breath by ſtopping the mouth and noſe, 
no preſſure is found upon the tympant of 
both ears; whereas if the tube be not ob- 
ſtaucted, and the effort be very conſidera- 
ble, the preſſure is ſo great as to be attend- 
ed with pain, and to endanger the ruptu- 
ring of the membrana tympant. And here 
it is to be remarked, that a preſſure upon 
the tympanum of one ear is not ſufficient, 
on account of the ſympathy mentioned in 
the laſt paragraph, unleſs that preſſure be 
obſerved in each of the ears at different 
times, a thing not likely to happen. gdly, 
The ſound of the deaf perſon's voice ap- 
pears different from what it did before, 
and alſo from the ſound of any other per- 
ſon's. This, however, is only remarkable 

| P 2 where 
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where both tubes are ſtopt, as where one 
only is affected, the perſon's own voice is 


heard equally as well as formerly. 4thly, 
There ſeems always to be a noiſe heard by 


the perſon, as if in their own ears. This 
ſometimes reſembles the found of a tea- 
kettle before it boils, at others it is a roaring 


like water, or like high wind blowing 


through trees, or even hke thunder. This 
noiſe is heard when one ear only is affect- 
ed, though perhaps not in the ſame degree. 
An eaſy experiment may be thought to 
militate againſt this opinion, which 1s the 
ſtopping one or both ears with our fingers, 
when immediately a ſounding is heard in 
the head of the kind juſt mentioned : but 
it is to be conſidered, that in this caſe a 
quantity of air 1s included between the 
finger and membrane of the hmpanum, a 
thing which can never happen in diſeaſes 
of the external meatus, but 1s precilely 
what happens in obſtructions of the Euſta- 
chian tube. 5thly, Perſons deaf from this 
cauſe hear better in a carriage, or in any 
conſiderable noiſe. I am ſenſible that this 
has been attributed by ſome to the tenſion 

given 
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given thereby to the muſcles of the ſmall 
bones of the ear; whether this, however, 
be not hypothetical, muſt be ſubmitted to 
phyſiologiſts. 6thly, When one tube is 
obſtructed, the hearing is much more im- 
paired in proportion than when the exter- 
nal meatus of only one ear is ſtopt. This 
is not to be underſtood of the ſound of 
their own voice, which 1s perceived equally 
as before. And I am led to conclude, that 
in all caſes of Deafneſs, where one or both 
tubes remain open, and when the internal 
parts of the ear are not diſordered, the 
patient hears his own voice as well as for- 
merly, and therefore we find them always 
ſpeaking in a lower voice than other 
people. 


After all I have ſaid, however, of the 
diſtinguiſhing marks of theſe different ſpe- 
cies of Deafneſs, there are caſes where it 
is very difficult to decide. And in many 
caſes it appears evident that both the tube 
and the external meatus are affected, which 
is no more than what we perceive in diſ- 
eales of moſt other parts of the body ; the 

parts 
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parts in contiguity and connected with 


them becoming frequently affected. 


According to the different cauſes from 
which the obſtruction of the tube ariſes, 
the conſequent Deafneſs is curable or other- 
wiſe, Where it is owing to any glutinous 
matter ſtopping the paſſage, or a ſimple 
ſwelling of the membrane which lines it. 
or a tumor in the neighbourhood, it is 
plainly within the reach of the medical 
art. To theſe cauſes I ſhall therefore 
principally refer in what 1s to follow. 


When it is ſhghtly infarcted with this 
matter, the firſt and moſt ſimple way in 
which it is freed from it is by the action of 
ſwallowing. This ſeems to produce its 
effect by putting the anterior cartilaginous 
and membranaceous part of the tube in 
motion. That this part of the tube is 
moveable, or at leaſt contractible, all au- 
thors agree; and any perſon who will 
carefully attend to his own feelings, will 
perceive a peculiar ſenſation in his ear in 
performing deglutition. I have often 

found 
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found that a ſlight obſtruction in my ear 
has been removed by this effort, and there- 
fore whenever I perceive the hearing ſtopt 
with a little ſinging. in my head, I, as it 
were, mechanically perform it. Others, I 
doubt not, have experienced the ſame, 
though without taking notice of it, or 
knowing whence the benefit ariſes. 


Gaping, yawning, and gargling, have 
all been known to cure it, and probably 
act in a ſimilar manner to the laſt. 


Whatſoever forces a current of air into 
the tube, often removes Deafneſs; and 
this will have its effect whether the diſor- 
der proceeds from viſcid matter, as in the 
laſt caſe, or from a ſwelling and puffineſs 
of the mucous membrane. In the action 
of bawling or ſpeaking very loud, the 
air is forced out of the thorax with impe- 
tuoſity, and though part of it finds a vent 
through the mouth and noſe, yet ſome of 
it will paſs into any cavity that will admit 
of dilatation, which is the caſe of the tym- 
banum, the membrane of which may be 

protruded 
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protruded conſiderably outward. Cough- 
ing has a ſimilar and more powerful effect, 
and ſneezing ſtill a greater; theſe have 
been therefore known often to give relief. 
The action of vomiting falls likewiſe under 
this head, although at firſt the propriety 
of placing it here may not be evident. It 
is, however, a compound action, for we 
not only evacuate the ſtomach, but at the 
ſame inſtant force the air out of the Jungs 
with great violence, to prevent, I ſuppoſe, 
any of the matters then paſling over the 
top of the larynx from dropping into the 
aſpera arteria. Another ſpecies of effort 
has been ſaid to cure this complaint, and 


may, I think, be ranked here, although the 


connex1on be leſs apparent than in the 
former caſe, that is, retention of the breath. 
After retaining the breath for any con- 
ſiderable time, we are obliged almoſt con- 


vulſively to expel it, the effect of which 


latter action has, I apprehend, been 
confounded . with the former, by thoſe 


who have recorded its uſefulneſs in the 
difeaſe. 


I have 
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I have already mentioned that a ſwelling 
of the membrane which lines the inſide of 
the tube will cauſe Deafneſs. This beſides 
may produce the former cauſe by thicken- 
ing the mucous ſecreted there, as we moſt- 
ly ſee in inflammations of glandular parts. 
Whatſoever therefore aſtringes this mem- 
brane, or even the parts in contiguity with 
it, may be of ſervice. It is in this way 
that gargles may have cured the diſeaſe. 
Unloading the veſſels of this membrane 
is alſo evidently a natural and efficacious 
mode of cure. This may be accompliſhed 
by cupping, bliſters, or iſſues, in the neigh- 
bourhood, or by producing general deple- 
tion by purgatives, all of which modes 
have been ſometimes ſucceſsful. Under 
this head may be alſo arranged the advan- 
tage often perceived from wearing a flannel 
cap, or other warm covering of the head 
at night. Theſe latter remedies may like- 
wiſe be combined with thoſe in the former 
paragraph, inaſmuch as the leſſening any 
ſwelling of the ſolids will make the ob- 
ſtructing matter more eaſily removed. 


* 
Vol. I. 2 Syringing 


: 
| 
| 
| 


114 MEMOIRS of the 


Syringing the external ear may ſome- 
times have been of ſervice from the effect 
of applications never being confined to 
the part alone which they touch, but being 
propagated to the contiguous ones, eſpe- 
cially thoſe parts that are connected with 
them. 


The laſt mode of cure which I ſhall 
mention, is by injections into the tube, 
either from the mouth or noſe. The in- 
jecting from the mouth ſeems rather im- 
practicable; from the noſe it has beyond a 
doubt ſometimes ſucceeded : and whoever 
would wiſh to know more of this method, 
may conſult Mr. Wathen's very ingenious 
paper on the ſubjett, in the forty-ninth vo- 
lume of the Philoſophical Tranſactions. 


Having thus run over the various things 
that have ſometimes been ſucceſsful in the 
cure of this diſeaſe, 1t remains only to 
point out the degree of dependence that 
can be placed in them. The ſimpleſt and, 
apparently, the moſt certain and powerful, 
is the mode of injection; in which the reſt 


of 
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of the frame is in no way ſtrained or put 
out of order. But this 1s liable to objec- 
tions. The liquid uſed may fall into the 
trachea, and raiſe a troubleſome cough, 
or what is of much more conſequence and 
appears to me inſuperable is, that the moſt 
ſkilful perſon can never be certain that he 
has introduced the point of the ſyringe 
into the orifice of the tube; and even al- 
though it be, unleſs it can be preſſed on 
ſo far as to be firmly wedged into the 
narrow part of it, the fluid will all return 
by its ſide into the noſe or mouth, exerting 
little or no force on the obſtruction. I 
am more confirmed in this opinion from 
converſing with Mr. Wathen on the ſub- 
ject, who I find is not nearly ſo ſanguine 
in his hopes of cure from it as he was 
originally. 


All the other modes of cure mentioned, 
evidently fall ſhort in power and efficacy 
of the one mentioned in Mr. Stephens's 
caſe, I {hall therefore content myſelf with 
laying down ſuch farther directions as 1 
have ſince found uſeful in the proſecution 
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of it. Perſeverance in repeating the efforts 
is very requiſite in this way, in the ſame 
manner as we ſee in reducing Hernias, or 
in child-bearing, a number of efforts ſuc- 
ceed, any one of which ſingly appears of 
no ſervice whatever. Conſiderable force 
is likewiſe requiſite; indeed, I always order 
the force to be increaſed until the air 1s 
found to ruſh againſt the membrana tympa- 
Nt, and, by forcing it outward, to give pain. 
In caſes where only one ear 1s originally 
affected, I think it beſt to ſtop the other 
one externally with wax, or ſome other 
ſoft adheſive ſubſtance, whilſt uſing the 
efforts to expel the breath, leſt their vio- 
lence might rupture the membrane of the 
{ympanum of that ear in which the tube is 
free, or at leaſt give it conſiderable and 
unneceſſary pain. Where the Deafneſs 
has been of long ſtanding, if the eſſorts 
made in this way do not ſucceed at firſt, I 
think it beſt to have recourſe to bliſters, 
or ſome of the methods mentioned in a 
preceding paragraph for emptying the veſ- 
{els of the tube, after which the efforts are 
renewed at times with ſuperior efficacy. 


Deafneſs 
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Deafneſs from other cauſes I do not 
mean to inveſtigate here, and hope to be 
excuſed the conciſeneſs with which I have 
treated the ſubject, as it is not my wiſh to 
write to thoſe who will not take the trou- 
ble of reflecting. My chief intention is to 
procure a fair trial to a method I have in 
ſeveral inſtances found ſucceſsful, and I 
ſhall think myſelf happy, if by means of 
what I have written any perſons recover 
the ineſtimable gift of hearing. 


— — 


ARTICLE — 


Caſe of a Retention of Urme from external 
Violence, cured by puncturing the Bladder 
through the Rectum. By Mr. WILLIAM 
NorR1s, F. M. S. Surgeon to the CAR“ 
TER-HousE and GENERAL-DisPEN- 
SARY, 


Read December 11, 1785. 


F the innumerable diſeaſes to which 
mankind are liable, thoſe which affect 
the bladder and its appendages are far from 


being 
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being the moſt inconſiderable. Whether 


we conſider a Retention of Urine as imme- 
diately affecting the patient's life, by occa- 
honing the bladder to burſt, or the urine 
to be ablorbed ; or, as laying the probable 
foundation of future diſeaſes, in many in- 
ances worſe than death, ſuch as fiſtule in 
perinæo, &c. &c. it highly deſerves the 
Surgeon's moſt ſedulous attention. Any 
fact, therefore, founded on experience, 
which tends to prevent or alleviate thoſe 
evils, is certainly worthy of being com- 
municated ; eſpecially when it in any de- 
gree oppoſes the doctrine of thoſe whoſe 
opinions have, with great juſtice, ſo univer- 
ſal an influence on the practice of ſurgery 
in this country. 


On Saturday the of June 1785, 1 
was deſired by Mr. Slater, of Red-Croſs- 
Street, to viſit, with him, William Revell, 
Vvhohad a Retention of Urine. The account 
which Mr. Slater gave of this caſe was as 
follows: That the patient, aged thirty-ſix, 
having been at work the Thurſday pre- 
ceding, upon a ſcaffold about ſix or ſeven 

feet 


Medical Society of London. 119 


feet high, which unexpectedy giving way, 
he fell upon his breech, and his perineum 
came with conſiderable violence againſt 
the ridge of a penthouſe; that he had an 
immediate inclination to make water, but 
that notwithſtanding his utmoſt endeavours 


he could not pals a drop; and that imme- 


diately after this the perineum and ſcrotum 
became ſwelled, black, and painful. That 
he had been blooded, ſome purging medi- 
cine given him, and that the parts had been 
fomented. The next day the appearances 
were nearly the ſame, and the catheter was 
attempted to be introduced, but in vain. 


On Saturday morning, when I firſt ſaw 
him, the ſcrotum was diſtended to the ſize of 
a child's head, the cellular membrane of the 
penis loaded in a remarkable degree, and 
both, together with the perinæum, were 
as black as ink; the abdomen was tenſe, 
and extremely tender to the touch, and 
the blackneſs extended up on each hide, 
though 1n a ſmaller degree, as far as the 
ribs. The preputrum was ſo extremely 
loaded with extravaſated blood, that it was 
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not without great difficulty and long en- 
deavours I at laſt ſucceeded in getting a 
fight of the orifice of the urethra. 


In attempting to paſs the catheter, the 
inſtrument met with no obſtruction until 
it came to the anterior part of the proſtate 
gland, at which place it ſeemed to get into 
a kind of pouch, and out of the proper 
direction of the urethra. I tried bougies 
of various ſizes, from the largeſt to the 
{malleſt, but with no better effect; they 
all ſtopped at the ſame part of the urethra, 
which was oppoſite to that of his peri- 
neum on which he had fallen. I order- 
ed the parts to be fomented, a doſe of 
purging phyſick to be taken directly, and 
afterwards ſixty drops of !:nctura thebaica, 
with a little warm water to be injected per 
anum. As this caſe appeared to be highly 
dangerous, and would probably require an 
operation, I deſired a conſultation, and in 
the courſe of the day I met Mr. Vaux and 
Mr. White. The catheter and bougie 
were repeatedly attempted to be introdu- 
ced by thoſe gentlemen, but to as little 


purpoſe 
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purpoſe as before. It was then agreed to 
puncture the bladder through the rectum ; 
but as the confirmation of our opinion; by 
ſome perſon of more experience, would 
give ſatisfaction, eſpecially as the cafe was 
in ſome reſpects new, it was propoſed to 
wait for ſuch advantage. The next morn- 
ing at ten o'clock we met Mr. Watſon, of 
the Weſtminſter-Hoſpital, who likewiſe 
endeavoured to introduce the catheter ; 
and had it been poſſible, I doubt not that 
this gentleman's dexterity and perſeverance 
would have effected it—but he alſo was 
foiled. Mr. Watſon's opinion then co- 
inciding with that which we had before 
given, the man was placed upon a table 
in the ſituation of one who was to be cut 
for the ſtone, and with a curved trochar 
I punctured the bladder from the rectum, 
as high up as I could reach with my firſt 
and ſecond fingers. About three pints of 
urine came away, and the man was in- 
ſtantly relieved. A deep inciſion was 
then made into each fide of the ſcrotum, 
from which a large quantity of extravaſated 
blood was diſcharged, together with ſome 
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air; for emphyſema and a ſmall gangrene 
had taken place on one fide; the parts 
were then rolled up in a piece of doubled 
linen, which was kept conſtantly moiſt 
with /þzr. vin. ten. and orders were given 
that the man ſhould live very low. The 
next day he was tolerably eaſy; the tenſion 
of the abdomen had in a great meaſure 
gone off, but it was ſtill very tender on 
being prefſed. Urine came through the 
wounds in the ſcrotum, as well as through 
the puntture. On the third day after the 
operation, he began to paſs ſome of his 
urine in the natural way; and each ſuc- 
ceeding day he was able to retain a greater 
quantity, and more paſſed through the ure- 
thra. Atthe end of a week a large flough 
was thrown off from the ſcrotum, and the 
wounds began to heal. At this time, not- 
withſtanding the ſtricteſt injunttions of 
Dr. Hamilton, who did me the favour to 
tee the patient, it was impoſſible to keep 
him to a low regimen; neither entreaties, 
nor the repreſentation of the probability 
of the artificial opening not cloſing, owing 
to ſuch irregularities, could prevent him 

from 
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from eating roaſt beef and drinking wine. 
I therefore diſcontinued my attendance, 
and I. heard that he was quite well, and 
following his buſinels, at the end of three 
weeks from the operations“. 


This inability to diſcharge the urine 
might have proceeded from the tumor 
formed by the extravaſated blood mecha- 
nically preſſing againſt the ſides of the 
urethra—or, by the violence of the blow, 
a breach might have been made in the 
urethra, through which the urine might 
have paſled into the cellular membrane of 
the ſcrotum, and neighbouring parts. 


That the latter was a principal cauſe, I am 
fully of opinion, for the following reaſons. 


Before I began to copy this paper from the notes 
I had taken, I ſent for the patient, by whoſe ac- 
count I found, that when he made water, fome generally 
came through the refum. He ſaid that this was the only 
inconvenience he felt. He now imagines that no urine 
came through the wounds in the ſcrotum but why he 
thinks ſo, I could get no reaſon, except that the wounds 
healed : at the time, he was as perfectly convinced as [ 
was, or am, that it did come through, and in conſider— 
able quantity. 
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The tumor in the perineum and ſcrotum 
became very conſiderable immediately after 
the accident, and the man's ſtrong endea- 
vours to make water. 


In the different attempts to introduce 
the catheter and bougie, little force had 
been employed. 


On the day of the operation, and after- 
wards, urine was obſerved to come from 
the wounds in the /crotum. The bladder 
contained only about three pints, though 
the man had not made water from Thurſ- 
day until Sunday, and had in the mean 
time, I underſtood, drank freely of barley- 
water. And on the ſuppoſition that this 
increaſing tumor was formed ſolely by 
blood, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that an 
opening being made, ſame bleeding veſſel 
would have been diſcovered ; but no ap- 
pearance of freſh blood was obſerved. 


It may alſo be worth noticing, that 
ſeveral times between thoſe days, while the 
patient ſtrained to make water, he had 
{trongly the idea of the urine paſſing, and 

could 
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could only be convinced of the contrary, 
by examining the end of his pents. 


I am therefore perſuaded that he had, at 
different times, voided his urine into the 
cellular membrane; and ſhould a caſe fo 
circumſtanced ever again occur to me, I 
ſhould, with ſtrong hopes of ſucceſs, try 
the effects of inciſions into the ſcrotum 
only. In the foregoing inſtance, I think 
they would have been quite ſufficient. 
The canula was left in the wound, and 
covered by a compreſs and the T bandage, 
but the man having occaſion to go to ſtool 
in the courle of the night, it was forced 
out by his efforts, and the paſſage of 
the feces. To replace 1t in the morning 
might have been very difhcult, but I was 
not anxious about it, and therefore made 
no attempt ; for, I imagined, the longer 
the canula, or any other foreign body, was 
ſuffered to remain 1n the artificial opening, 
che more liable would its edges be to in- 
flame and ſlough, and leſs likely afterwards 
to heal, though the natural paſſage ſhould 
be reſtored—and that ſo long as the urethra 


continued obſtructed, the contraction of 
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the bladder would force the urine through 
the opening, ſo as effectually to prevent 
its cloſing. In the foregoing caſe no 
inconvenience arole from its removal ; 
and I believe it might always be omitted 
with advantage, after the operation. In 
this opinion I have ſince been much ſtrength- 
hened by the relation of a caſe by Mr. For- 
ſter, wherein he punctured the bladder 
through the redlum : he withdrew the 
canula as ſoon as the urine was diſcharged, 
and the wound healed almoſt immediately. 
In another caſe which happened to the 
ſame gentleman, the operation was deferred 
too long, and the patient died. If it be ne- 
ceſſary to puncture the bladder, the ope- 
rator will find conſiderable advantage from 
placing two fingers in the rectum inſtead 
of one, as has been recommended; for the 
canula may very conveniently be paſſed up 
between them, and kept in a proper direc- 
tion without giving any pain, while with 
the other hand the /tz/et may be introduced, 
which ſhould never be done until the upper 
end of the canula has been placed exattly 
againſt the ſpot where the opening is in- 
tended to be made. 

The 
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The practice“ adopted in the above caſe 
has not the claim of novelty to recommend 
it, as it was publiſhed in the year 1760 by 
M. Pouteau, in his Melanges de Chirurgie, 
from a paper of Monſ. Flurant. But it 
has not been common in this country; 
and I have ſeen two caſes which ended 
fatally, in which I think the lives of the 
patients might have been ſaved by a timely 
performance of this operation“. | 


For the hint of introducing two fingers inſtead of 
one, I am indebted to Mr. Watſon. 

i Nothing can be farther from my intention than to 
adviſe this operation to be had recourſe to, wantonly. I 
only mean to ſtate it as my opinion, that, when the ordi- 
nary and more gentle means have been tried unſucceſs- 
fully, this is a mode of giving relief that may be very 
calily adopted. 

A Retention of Urine is a diſeaſe highly dangerous, there 
being few practitioners of experience who don't know of 
more than one caſe of it proving fatal ; and the propoſed 
remedy is, comparatively ſpeaking, without danger. 

A very reſpectable author, ſpeaking of the puncture of 
the bladder, even above the os pubis, which is, I think, a 
much leſs eligible ſituation, ſays, “ D'ailleurs, je n'ai 
jamais vu arriver d'accidens en conſẽquence de cette 
« ponction; je la regarde, pour ainſi dire, comme un 
« coup d'epte dans l'eau, Jai pratique fouvent cette opera- 
« tion, & je m'ẽtonne qu'elle ne ſoit pas autant uſitẽe 
qu'elle merite de l'ꝭtre.“ 


Traite des Mal. Chir. par M. J. L. Petit. tom. 11. 
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ARTICLE VII. 


Some Remarks on the Effects of Lignum 
Quaſſiæ Amaræ, by J. C. LETTSOxMu, 
M. D. Sc. 


Read April 3, 1786. 


* the year 1769, Carolus M. Blom 

gave ſome account of the Lignum 
Quaſfie Amare*, in a Theſis which was 
publiſhed in the ſixth volume of the Amæ- 


mitates Academica of Linnæus. 


Few eſtates in the Weſt-Indies, culti- 
vated as they univerſally are, by the labour 
of Negroes, are without one of theſe mi- 
lerable ſlaves of the name of Quaſſi. In 


Jo diſtinguiſh it from the Quaſſia Simaruba. Quaſlia 
floribus monoicts, foliis abruptè pinnatis : foliis alternis 
lubpetiolatis, petiolo nudo, floribus paniculatis. Lin. fil. 
ſuppl. 234. Simaruba, Aubl. AQ. Paris. ann. 1776. 
Simaruba Amara, Aubl. Guian, t. ii. p. 839. Euony- 
mus fructu nigro, vulgo Simaruba, Barr. Franc. Equi- 
nox. Buchoz, Differtation ſur le Quaſſi. 
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the province of Surinam, a negro of this 
name was the firſt who applied the roots 
of a tree to medicinal purpoſes, which 
has ſince been diſtinguiſhed by the ſame 
appellation. It is ſaid, that by his ſuc- 
ceſsful exhibition of this vegetable, in 
Fevers, he acquired ſuch reputation among 
his equals, as ſoon to be conſulted by their 
maſters, and thereby drew the attention of 

M. Dahlberg, counſellor of the province, 
by whoſe endeavours the tree was aſcer- 
tained, and ſpecimens of 1t ſent to the late 
Profeſſor Linnæus, who introduced it into 
his public lectures on the Materia Medica. 
It was deſcribed as almoſt peculiar to Suri- 
nam, but ſubſequent inquiries have ſhewn 
it to be indigenous to ſome Weſt-India 
lands, particularly the Caribbæan; inſo- 
much that the tree has been applied to the 
purpoſe of ſtaves, to head ſugar hogſheads, 
till the bitterneſs of it was found to give 


an inch next the wood. 


Its botanical characters are minutely 
deſcribed in the Amænitates, in the follow- 
Vol. L 8 ing 
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ing words, to which I ſhall add a tran- 
{lation. 


OUASSIA. 


Cal. Perianth. pentaphyllum, breviſſimum: 
foliolis ovatis, perſiſtentibus. 


Cox. Petala quinque, lanceolata, elongata, 
ſeſſilia, æqualia. Nectarium ſquamis 
quinque, ovatis, villoſis, baſi hlamen- 
torum interiori inſertis. 


STAM. Filamenta decem, filiformia, equa- 
lia, longitudine corolle, Antherg 
oblongæ, incumbentes. 


Pis r. Receptaculum carnoſum, orbicula- 
tum, elevatum, germine latius. Ger- 
men ovatum, ex quinque compoſi- 
tum. Stylus filiformis, longitudine 
ſtaminum. 


PE RIC. quinque, lateralia, diſtantia, re- 
ceptaculo carnoſo orbiculato inſerta, 
ovata, obtuſa, bivalvia. 

SEM. 
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SM. Solitaria, globoſa. 


Caur. teretes, arborei, cinerei: ramis 


raris nec multum ſubdiviſis: ramulis 
ultimis viridibus : punctis impalpabi- 
libus albis adſperſis. 


FoL1a pinnata, alterna, petiolata, patentia: 


Petiolis communibus, ſpithamæis, u- 
trinque marginatis membrana latiuſ- 
cula, ad ortum foliorum contradta, 
terminatis in mucronem mollem, ſubu- 
latum, marceſcentem, pubeſcentem. 
Pinne ſ. Foliola trijuga ſeu quadri- 
juga ſeſſilia, rarius exatte oppoſita, 
lanceolato-ovalia, acuminata, integer- 
rima, lævia, glabra, nonnihil venoſa, 
patentia, pervigilia, coccis heſperidum 
(in hybernaculis noſtris) valde ob- 
noxia, ante explicationem condupli- 
cata, digiti longitudine, duorum polli- 
cum latitudine membranacea, nec rigi- 
da, perſiſtentia ſæpe per totum autum- 
num, non tamen perennia, læte viridia. 
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Fulle. Stipulæ nulle ſunt, nec arma. 
Racemi terminales, ſimplices. Brac- 
leis alternis, linearibus reflexis: corol- 


liſque magnitudine et fere ſtatura 
Dictamni albi. 


Ex dato itaque charactere omnino qui- 
dem liquet QuAS SIAM noſtram proxima 
cum ZyGOPHYLLO, quod etiam ſquamas 
ad baſin filamentorum habet nedtariferas, 
affinitate conjunctam eſſe. Utramque vero 
arborem non ejuſdem eſſe generis ſatis indi- 
cat fructus, qui in Quaſſia, more OchNxEs, 
ad idem receptaculum carnoſum pericar- 
pus quinque gaudet diſtantibus, monoſper- 
mis; in Zygophyllo vero capſula 5-locu- 
laris eſt atque polyſperma. Atque ſic 
genus QUAsSLE in eodem a ZYGOPHYLLO 
differt gradu, quo differt a Ruta Dictamnus. 


1. QuAssTA amara. Spec. Plant. 11. pag. 
553. unicum verum nomen eſt, quod huic 
vegetabili impoſitum eſſe reperio. 


Nux Americana, foliis alatis bifidis. 
Comm. Hort. i. P. 183. f. 94. juvenis eſt 
arbor, 
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arbor, quz noſtram admodum refert, utut 
nondum ſatis adulta, Non me quidem 
fugit, quod Dou. BROWN aluque, Meli- 
coccam hanc Figuram Commelini habeant; 
vero tamen eſt ſimile, illam Quaſſiæ potius 
adjiciendam eſſe, nec forſan ullo modo ab 
illo differre. Ceterum nulla alia hujus ve- 
getabilis invenire potuit ſynonyma. 


Quod ad arborem Quaſſiæ attinet, illa 
pluribus abhinc annis, in horto noſtro 
Academico læte viguit, adque altitudinem 
octo pedum pertigit. Quoniam vero flores 
hæc proferre nunquam viſa eſt, ſemper 
pro ſpecie quadam Sapindi, cui multum 
facie externe aſſimilatur, habita eſt, donec 
tandem NozILISS. Dou. PRÆSES folia 
{upra commemorata, in Muſæo Dahlbergi- 
ano, obtinuit, et eadem eſſe cum foliis 
arboris noſtræ obſervavit, unde fic verum 
hujus nomen nobis innotuit. 


LicnuM Quass1& eſt caudex deſcen- 


dens, ſeu radix prædicta arboris, a pluri- 


mis tamen lignis nulla ſe diſtinguens nota 
fingulari, Albicans eſt, craſſitie brachii 
human, 
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humani, at, aeri per aliquot tempus co- 
miſſum, nonnihil flaveſcens. Medulla cum 


alburno cohæret, nec ab illo ullo modo 


ſeparatur. Cortex eſt tenuis, colore griſeo, 
inæqualis et rudis, interdum fiſſuris quaſi 
exulceratus. Hinc ratione ſtructuræ ex- 
terne difficillime ab aliis dignoſcitur. 


Cal vx, a Perianthium of five leaves, very 
ſhort : the leaves ovate and permanent. 


CoROLLA, compoſed of five, long, lance- 
olate, ſeſſile, equal Petals. Nectary 
conſiſting of five, ovate, villous ſcales, 
inſerted on the infide of the baſe of 
the filaments. 


STAMINA, ten filiform equal Filaments, 
the length of the corolla. Anthere 
oblong and incumbent. 


PrsTILLUM, Receptacle fleſhy, orbicular, 
elevated, broader than the germen. 
Germen ovate, formed of five. Style 
filiform, the length of the ſtamina. 


SEED=- 
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SErED-VESSELS five, lateral, remote, ovate, 
obtuſe, two-valved, inſerted into the 
fleſhy orbicular receptacle. 


SEEDS ſolitary and globular. 


STALKs round, woody, aſh-coloured ; 
branches few and not much ſub-di- 
vided, the extreme {mall branches 
green and ſprinkled with impalpable 
white dots. 


LEAVES pinnated, alternate, landing in 
foot-ſtalks, ſpreading : the common 
foot-ſtalks about five inches long, 
edged on each fide with a broadiſn 
membrane, which becomes narrower 
at the baſe of the leaves, terminating 
in a ſoft, awl-ſhaped, withering, downy 
point. Pinnæ or leaflets growing in 
three or four pair, ſeſſile, ſeldom ex- 
actly oppolite, betwixt lanceolate and 
oval, running out to a point, perfect- 
ly entire, hairleſs, ſlippery, a little 
veiny, ſpreading, very wakeful, ex- 
tremely ſubject (in our ſtoves) to the 

Coccus 
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Coecus heſperidum, previous to their 

expanſion folded together, a finger in 
length, ſkinny, without any rigidity, 
frequently continuing through the 
whole of the autumn, yet not ever- 
green, of a pleaſant green colour. 


Proes. Stipulæ wanting, as well as every 
kind of arma or defence. Racemi ter- 
minal and unbranched. Horal.- leaves 
alternate, linear, and reflex'd : flowers 
nearly as large as thoſe of the Dictam- 
nus albus or Fraxinella. 


« It appears clearly from the character 
here exhibited, that our Quaſſia is next in 
affinity to the Zygophyllum, which alſo 
has nectareous ſcales at the baſe of the fila- 
ments. But that both trees are not of the 
ſame genus is ſufficiently apparent from 
the fruit, which, in the Quaſſia, as in the 
Ochnes, has five remote ſingle- ſeeded ſeed- 
veſſels, attached to the ſame kind of fleſhy 
receptacle; but in the Zygophyllum the 
capſule has five cavities, and is many- 
ſeeded. And thus the genus Quaſha dit- 

fers 
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fers from the Zygophyllum in the ſame 
degree as Rue does from Fraxinella.“ 


* Quaſſa amara, Spec. Pl. v. ii. p. 553, 
is the only true name that we find given 
to this vegetable.” 


« The Nux Americana folus alatis bifidis, 
Comm. hort. i. p. 18g. t. xciv. is a young 
tree, which very much reſembles ours, and, 
like ours too, is not ſufficiently grown. 
We are aware that Dr. Brown and others 
have conſidered this figure of Commelins 
as a Melicocca, but it would perhaps with 
more propriety be referred to the Quaſſia, 
as it ſcarcely differs from it in any parti- 
cular. Nor could the before- mentioned 
author find any other ſynonyms of this 
vegetable.” 


« As to what relates farther to the Quaſha 
tree, we may obſerve, that it has flouriſhed 
many years 1n the garden of the Academy, 
and grown to the height of eight feet; but 
as it never produced any flowers, it was 
always conſidered as a ſpecies of Sapindus, 

Vol. I. | T which 


© 

z 

; 
| 
» 


138 MEMOIRS of ihe 


which it much reſembles in its external 
appearance, till our illuſtrious Preſident 
obtained the leaves before mentioned from 
the Dahlbergian Muſeum, and difcovered 
them to be the ſame with the leaves of our 
tree, and thus we became acquainted with 
its true name.” 


« QUass1a Woob is the deſcending 
trunk, or root of the before-mentioned 
tree, which, however, 15 not diſtinguiſhed 
from molt other woods by any particular 
mark. It is of a whitiſh colour, the thick- 
nels of a man's arm; but expoled ſome 
time to the air, it aſſumes a yellowiſh hue. 
The Medulla or pith adheres to the Al- 
burnum, nor is it by any means ſepa- 
rated from it. The bark is thin, of a grey 
colour, the ſurface uneven, . rough, and 
ſometimes chaped or cracked. Hence 
from 1ts external appearance alſo, it is 


with difficulty diſtinguiſhed from other 


woods.” 


Dr. Patris procured ſeeds of the Quaſſia 
from Surinam, and planted them at Cay- 
enne, 
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enne, where they have vegetated, and 
flouriſhed, and where the gardens are now 
ornamented with their beautiful foliage and 
flowers. 


M. Buchoz, of Paris, has publiſhed a 
Diſſertation on this Exotic, taken chiefly 
from the Amaenitates Academice, with 
additional caſes extracted from his Journal 
de la Nature confideree, annee 1777, t. iii. 


p. 107. 


In the Philoſophacal Tranſattions, vol. 
Ivin. p. 81, 82, J. Farley, of Antigua, ſpeaks 
of the good effects of the Quaſſia in fevers, 
and particularly in ſome, wherein the 
Peruvian bark could not be retained upon 
the ſtomach. 
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M. Long, in his Hiſtory of Jamaica, 
vol. 11. p. 820. art. 188. under the title 
of Quaſſia arbor, recommends the Quaſſia 
in dropſies, and in putrid and nervous 
fevers; he deſcribes the following, as the 
method of adminiſtering it in practice at 


the Windward-Iſlands. Boil four ounces 
T 2 « of 
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« of the bark in two quarts of water until 
% reduced to one; rack it off; then add 
« a gill of beſt Coniac brandy, which will 
* preſerve it from turning ſour; and bottle 
« for ule. A wine glaſs 1s the doſe for a 
grown perſon, to be taken twice a day 
« for ſwellings and dropſical caſes; when 
„eit is applied in fevers, the wood is pul- 
« yerized, and the powder given from 
« exghteen to twenty grains, as frequently 
* as the Jeſuits Bark is ufually exhibited 
for the like intention; or a decoction is 
% made of the wood, and given in as large 
« a quantity as the patient can bear it; it 
4 js ſo inoffenſive and mild in its nature, 
« that no extraordinary reſtrictions are 
% neceflary in regard to diet.” 


The virtues of Quaſſia have not been 
eſtabliſned on the continent of Europe by 
many experiments, as Dr. Blom candidly 
acknowledges, though it has been recom- 
mended by Haller and Tiſſot; and in Eng- 
land it has not been long in uſe: Dr. Blom 
has mentioned, however, three caſes of 


its ſucceſsful exhibition; Fever of the pu- 
trid 
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trid type; Aſthma from miſplaced gout, 
and Cholic ; but from its ſenſible qualities, 
and particularly from its bitter taſte, he 
conſiders it in general as a tonic and ſto- 
machic medicine. 


Within the ſpace of a few years, I have 
tried it in ſeveral hundred inſtances, from 
whence I ſhall offer the following remarks 
on its medicinal qualities. 


In caſes of weakened tone of the ſto- 
mach, and of a relaxed nervous habit, 
Quaſſia proves highly beneficial. In de- 
bility ſucceeding febrile diſeaſes, the Peru- 
vian bark 1s moſt generally more tonic and 
ſalutary than any other vegetable hitherto 
known ; but in hyſterical atony, to which 
the female ſex is ſo prone, the Quaſſia 
alfords more vigour and relief to the ſyſtem 
than the other, eſpecially when united with 
the vitriolum album, and {till more with 
the aid of ſome abſorbent. A formula 
like the following has generally agreed 
with ſuch conſtitutions, 
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R Ligni Quaſſie, raſpati, 3ſo. 
Aquæ fontan. ebullient. vi. ſtet in di- 
geſtione per horulam et cola. 
R Hujus colaturæ, 31S. 
Vitrzolt albi, a gr. ſo. ad gr. ij. vel iv. 
Tint. Cardamom. 31. 
Teſt. oftreor. pp. Di. m. ft. Hauſtus ter 
de die ſumendus. 


The number of inſtances of hyſteria, and 
nervous debility, which I have ſeen thus 
relieved, would be tedious to enumerate 
here; the following caſe, however, of 
efileptico-hyſteria, is fo ſingular, that I am 


induced to offer a ſhort detail of it. 


A lady, twenty years old, of a delicate 
habit, who had had children; without 
knowing any caule, became liable to lan- 
guor, and great nervous debility; any ſud- 
den noiſe, any circumſtances calculated to 
excite emotion, brought on hyſterical af- 
fections; but they were ſupportable, as 
they were not attended with fainting, or 
the loſs of intellect. In procels of ſeveral 


months, {he became more ſerioully affect- 
of ed, 
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ed, without any previous cauſe, by parox- 
yſms, wherein the ſenſes, for a few mo- 
ments, were ſuſpended: in her family, 
without any motive of hurry or uneaſineſs, 
and almoſt in the moment of cheerful en- 
joyment, ſhe would ſink away in her chair, 
or fall down, if not ſupported, with ſtrug- 
gling, and other ſlight ſymptoms of epi- 
lepſy; it laſted uſually four or five minutes; 
at the firſt appearance, the fits occurred 
once or twice a week, but at the end of 
ſix months, when I was conſulted, they 
ſeldom were abſent a whole day, and ſome- 
times attacked her two or three times a 
day ; the moſt general time was a little 
after dinner; ſhe had the men/es regular; 
was a perſon of genteel ſtation of life, who 
with opportunity of indulgence, was of 
ſtrict temperance and moderation. She 
was habitually coſtive, on which account 
I ordered ſome laxative pills, with an in- 
junction to attend carefully to the due 
regulation of the body; and, in conjunc- 
ton with Dr. Sims, the Quaſſia _—__ 
before mentioned, 


I confels. 
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I confeſs, I did not imagine that any 
conſiderable effect would very ſoon ariſe 
from this plan of preſcription. I expett- 
ed that it would give tone to the ſtomach, 
remove acidity, excite the powers of di- 
geſtion, diſcharge the effete part by the 
addition of the laxatives, and gradually 
ſtrengthen the habit, which ſeemed over 
delicately conſlituted, and thereby obviate 
the peculiar ſpecies of nervous atony. It 
happened, however, that after the firſt uſe 
of the medicines, ſhe had no return of fit. 


She had been under the care of an emi- 
nent phyſician, who had adminiſtered bark, 
camphor, muſk, caſtor, and, I think, cha- 
lybeates, without relieving her. 


Perſons who have indulged themſelves 
in hard-drinking, gradually loſe a reliſh 
for ſolid food, or if the appetite 1s not ſo 
far vitiated, as totally to obliterate this 
natural propenſity, it is uſually in ſearch 
of high ſeaſoned and ſalted ſubſtances, 
which neither contribute to wholeſome 
nouriſhment, nor to avert the increaſing 
ayſbepfia. 

Under 
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Under this ſituation, beſides regulating 
the diet, the following manner of giving 
the Quaſſia, has manifeſtly conduced to 
reſtore the tone of the ſtomach, and im- 
prove 1ts digeſtive powers. The following 
pills I have ſometimes added to promote 
theſe intentions. 


. Inſuſs Quaſſie, ib. 


Beaume de vie, 314. m. fiat Hauſtus bus 
terve in die ſumendus. 
R Pulv. Radic. Colombo. 
Aloes Succotor. a 3ſO. 
Pulv. Piper Cayenn. gr. vj. m. fiant Pilu- 
læ xij. capt. ij. om. note, vel prout 
venter paſtulaverit. 


When it has not been convenient to 
procure the Beaume de Vie, the following 
may be ſubſtituted, being ſo ſimilar in 
{mell, taſte, colour, and operation, as not 


to be eaſily diſcernible. 


Vol. I. U BEAUME 


146 MEMOIRS of the 


BEAUME DE VIE. 
R Extract Glycyrrh. 566. 
Sal Tartart, 31. 
Aloes Succotor. 
Gummi Myrrhic. 
Croci Anglican. a M. 
Coque ex Ag. fontan. thy. ad Sxij. Cola- 
turg, et adde Tindt. Slomach. Ziv. mn. 


There are certainly frequent inſtances 
of perſons of great temperance who are 
liable to vomiting, both of food and the 
ſecreted fluids of the ſtomach: I have 
often met with it in men liable to kypochon- 
driafis, and in the female ſex of very deli- 
cate habits, labouring under Chlorofis Leu- 
corrha&a, or Amenorrhea. In ſome I have 
oblerved it, when none of theſe circum- 
ſtances have occurred, 


When the infuſion of Quaſſia is given 
in hypochondriafis, dyſpepfia, and gaſtrody- 
a, lome abſorbent and laxative medicine, 
eſpecially when the exputed fluid is of an 
acid taſte, is an uſeful addition: when the 
fluid is thrown up brackiſh, or of a ſweet 

taſte, 
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taſte, Tar- water is often beneficial: it may 
be taken early in the morning, and the 
Quaſſia about the middle of the forenoon, 
and ſome time in the afternoon, when the 
ſtomach is moſt empty. 


In the inſtances accompanied with Leu- 
corrhææa or Amenorrhæa, two grains of 
flores martiales may be added to the 


Quaſſia. 


Particular attention ſhould at the ſame 
time ever be had to the quantity of food 
taken into the ſtomach at once; it ſhould 
never be overloaded with quantity, nor 
vitiated with variety; without attention to 
which circumſtances, our remedies will be 
fruitleſsly attempted. 


In habitual dzarrhwzas, the Quaſha is 
moſtly an efficacious remedy, joined with 
the teſiz oſtreorum, or ſome abſorbent, 
with or without the tintura thebarca. 
Perſons liable to this relaxed habit, are 
frequently for a few days coſtive, and then 
for as many, perhaps, violently purged ; 
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to ſtrengthen digeſtion, and preſerve regu- 
larity in the inteſtinal canal, ſhould direct 
the conduct of the preſcriber, and few 


-medicines anſwer theſe intentions better 


than the following. 


R Pulv. Rad. Colombo. 
Ligni Quaſſiæ, 3ſo. 
—— Thecacoanhe, Iſs. 
Tinct. Thebatc. q. ſ. fi. Pilule xv. capt. 
2. om. note. 
R Infuſi Quaſſie, Ziſo. 
Teſt. Oftreor. ph. 3h. 
Tintt. Thebaic. gut. 1. fiat. Hauſtus bis 
terve de die ſumend. 


If the diarrhea ariſe from bilious acri- 
mony, the ſame formula is no leſs effica- 
cious, after uſing rpecacoanha as an eme- 
tic; and now and then intervening a mild 
laxative of ten grains of rhubarb, and as 


much of ſal polychreſtum. 


In ſome ſtages of bilious, remittent, and 
putrid fevers, a diarrhad ſupervenes, which 
long continued ſinks the patient into irre- 

trievable 
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trievable debility; or if haſtily ſtopt by 


opium, or ſtrong reſtringents, is ſucceeded 
by a fatal meteoriſmus, or even ſphacelus, 
of the inteſtines. In ſuch putrid diarrhæas, 
the laxative powder exhibited as an evacu- 
ant occaſionally, and the Quaſſia as an anti- 
ſeptic tonic, are ſucceeded with very ſalu- 


tary effects, as J have repeatedly experi- 
enced. 


But with reſpect to the tonic and febri- 
fuge qualities of Quaſha, I by no means 
ſubſcribe to the Linnæan opinion, where 
the author ſays, me quidem judice, chin- 
chinam longe ſuperat' : it is very well 
known, that there are certain peculiarities 
of the air, and of idioſyncraſes of conſti- 
tution, unfavourable to the exhibition of 
the Peruvian bark, even in the moſt clear 
intermiſſions of fever, and writers have 
repeatedly noticed it; but this is compa- 
ratively very rare: about Midſummer 
1785, I met with ſeveral inſtances of low 
remittent, and nervous fevers, wherein the 


! M. Buchoz admits the ſame dangerous ſentiment. 
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bark uniformly aggravated the ſymptoms, 
though given in intermiſſions the moſt 
favourable to its ſucceſs; and wherein 
Quaſſia or ſnakeroot were ſucceſsfully ſub- 
ſtituted. In ſuch caſes I moſtly obſerved 
that there was great congeſtion in the hepa- 
tic ſyſtem, and where debility, at the ſame 
time, diſcouraged copious evacuation. But 
in putrid fevers, and in the low nervous 
tever attended with ſymptoms of putreſcen- 
cy, the Peruvian bark incomparably bears 
the palm. When I firſt begun to uſe 
Quaſſia, about the year 1778, I had many 
ſueh fevers under care, and exhibited this 
vegetable freely as a febrifuge, but the 
ſucceſs I met with, diſcouraged my perle- 
verance in experiments of ſuch importance 
to life, whilit we are in poſſeſſion of a 
known remedy. There is, however, a cer- 
tain period in many fevers, where no in— 


termiſſion, ſulſiciently clear to exhibit the 


bark, may occur, whilſt at the ſame time 
increaſing debility may threaten the life of 
the patient; at ſuch times, the Quaſſia, or 
ſnakeroot, ſingly or combined, have up- 
held the vital powers, and promoted a cri- 

tical 
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tical intermiſſion of fever; which then, the 
inſtant exhibition of bark, has prevented 
the recurrence of, and thus reſtored the 
patient. But I would not hence by any 
means infer, that the Quaſſia ſhould, in 
general, ſuperſede the bark in nervous, 
low, remittent, and putrid fevers ; as abun- 
dant experience enables me to declare, that 
the former is not to be relied on in ſuch 
fevers ; and which I think it my duty to 
do, leſt a diſpoſition to experiment may 
lead the practitioner to a fatal dependence, 
to an extent of time, when even the febri- 
tuge powers of bark may not redeem the 
neglected opportunity for exhibiting it. 


After introducing dy/þcþ/ea arifing from 
the indulgence of drinking, I cannot well 
diſmiſs the ſubject, without adverting more 
fully to its painful influence upon the con- 
ſtitution, which I have oblerved with more 
anxiety, as the ſufferers are often thoſe of 
the more delicate part of the female ſex, 
whole habits of intemperance are not un- 
frequently introduced by thoſe who ſhould 
have been the guardians of their health. 


The 
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The miſeries entailed by theſe unguarded 
indulgences, differ much as to their progreſs 
and violence, and even the ſymptoms vary 
ſo much, as to admit obvious diſtinctions. 


The Firſt I ſhall notice, as being generally 
leſs painful, though equally permanent, are 
the ſymptoms more eſpecially attendant on 
perſons who have, early in life, habituated 
themſelves todrink freely of wine of various 


kinds, and from their ſituations in life, under- 


gone a change of climate, as from Europe 
to the Indies, &c. Punch-drinkers, likewiſe, 
have been liable to ſimilar complaints. The 
firſt appearance of diſeaſe 1s a {light degree 
of dyſþepfia, which at length is ſucceeded 
by gaſtrodynia the appetite becomes gra- 
dually vitiated, and after taking food, be- 
fore the return of the next meal, a kind of 
heavy pain of the ſtomach, with a con- 
ſtriction of the muſcles of the abdomen, 
come on, and with a {light effort, a ſweet- 
ih, brackiſh, or acid fluid is thrown up, 
and the pain and conſtriction ſubſide. For 
ſeveral years in this unhappy ſtate, the 
patient drags on a life, rendered now and 

then 
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then more ſupportable, either by renewed 
potations, or repeated exſputations, till 
at length the bodily and mental powers 
become impaired: the object grows ema- 
ciated, the whole body ſhrinks; neither 
anaſarca nor droply appear, though the 
countenance looks fallow ; the region of 
the liver is not enlarged, but this v2/cus 
ſeems leſs than natural: the urine is not 
very high coloured; the feces are hard and 
dark coloured : the ſtomach will take and 
retain food, but after receiving it, it is 
oppreſſed, and feels tightened or contract- 
ed in its dimenſions; the patient expreſles 
it, as if it were tied by a ſtraight bandage; 
the ſame ſenſation affects the inteſtines, 
and the abdomen ſuffers ſuch irregular con- 
ſtrictions, as are evident to the external 
touch, the muſcles being drawn into irre- 
gular action, the ſurface of, the belly is 
diverſified with protuberances and cavi- 
ties: ſometimes the ſpaſmodic ſtrictures 
run tranſverſely, and raiſe this ſurface like. 
waves of the ſea. The pain continues 
increaſing to ſuch excels, that the miſera- 


ble patient is obliged to preſs againſt a 
Vol. I, X table 
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table or ſome hard body, to mitigate his 
diſtreſs, till vomiting brings a reſpite ; or 
he haſtens this operation, by thruſting his 
finger into the throat; and thus relieves 
himſelf till the next reception of nouriſh- 
ment, when the ſame tragedy 1s repeated. 
The matter diſcharged is thin, acrid, ſour, 
{weet, or brackiſh. Sometimes, inſtead 
of conſtipation, an occaſional diarrhea 
enſues, and mitigates the pain, whilſt it 
ſubdues the conſtitution; and after years 
of miſery, the victim ſlides into a fatal 
atrophy ; but long betore this, the powers 
of the mind have been debilitated, and its 
recollection and actions impaired. 


The Second train of diſtreſsful ſymptoms 
which 1 ſhall relate, more generally ſucceed 
the free uſe of ſpirits, or of wines with the 
admixture of ſpirits, as Madeira ; and el- 
pecially where late hours and illicit amours 


have been ſuperadded. 


The firſt ſymptoms of complaint are, a 
pain and oppreſſion of the praecordta after 
eating, or diſtenſion from fluids ; this pain 

extends 
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extends to the clavicles and -ſcapule ; 
there are frequent eructations of wind, 
which ſeem to burn the throat as they 
aſcend; theſe ſymptoms, which are uſual 
in hepatic affections, and particularly in 
bilious effuſions, are at firſt fo trivial, as 
ſeldom to alarm the tears of the patient, 
or he {lightly mentions them as ſymptoms 
of the gout, whilſt he attempts to avert 
the prelent ſuffering, by indulging more 
freely in the very cauſe of the miſchief, 
till repeated fillips of raw ſpirits, or a 
dilution of the poiſon, render exiſtence 
miſerable. 


The appetite now fails, but an inſatiable 
thirſt continues, and if it be not ſupplied 
with an exhilirating cordial, the vital ſpi- 
rits inſtantly flag, and ſuch horrors take 
place, as are dreadful even to a by-ſtander ; 
the poor victim is fo depreſſed, as to fancy 
a thouſand imaginary evils; he expetts 
momentarily to expire, and ſtarts up ſud- 
denly from his ſeat ; walks wildly about 
the room, breathes ſhort, and ſeems to 
ſtruggle for breath: if theſe horrors ſeize 
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him in bed, when waking from ſlumber, 
he ſprings up like an elaftic body, with 
a ſenſe of ſuffocation, and the horrors of 
frightful objects around him; at the 
ſame time the pain of the præcordia con- 
tinues and augments; the ſight of whole- 
ſome plain food gives diſguſt, inſtead of 
appetite; drink is his cry; or if hunger is 
excited, it is after taſty, ſalt, or acrid nou- 
riſhment. 


At this time, if an aſcites, or fatal jaun- 
dice, do not terminate exiſtence, the legs 
ſhrink, are ſwarthy-coloured like the reſt 
of the body, and ſometimes petechia® ap- 
pear and diſappear for many months ; the 
extremities feel ſore to the touch, and 
upon ſcratching them, exude blood : the 
thighs likewiſe ſhrink, but the body, and 
particularly about the hepatic region, en- 
larges, and the hardneſs of the liver may 
be frequently traced : the face is nearly 
copper-coloured, 1s emaciated, ſometimes 
with little ſuppurations, which dry and 
turn ſcaly; the breath ſmells like rotten 
apples, and the morbus niger, or vomit- 

ings 
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ings of a fluid like that of coffee-grounds, 
ſnatch the patient from complicated mi- 
ſery.—Sometimes a d:arrhea, or bloody 


diſcharges, haſten the cataſtrophe, 


The Third train of ſymptoms to be de- 
ſcribed, is not confined to age or ſex, but 
is in general more frequently the attendant 
of the female ſex. 


The perſons liable to theſe ſymptoms, 
have been thoſe of delicate habits, who 
have endeavoured to overcome the ner- 
vous debility, by the aid of ſpirits : many 
of theſe have begun the ule of theſe poi- 
ſons from perſuaſion of their utility, rather 
than from the love of them: the relief, 
hawever, being temporary, to keep up 
their effects, frequent acceſs is had to the 
ſame deluſion, till at length what was taken 
by compulſion, gains attachment, and a 
little drop of brandy, or gin and water, 
become as neceſlary as food; the female 
ſex, from natural delicacy, acquire this 
cuſtom by ſlow degrees, and the poiſon 
being admitted in ſmall doſes, is flow in 
15 
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its operations, but not leſs painful in its 


effects. 8 


The ſoberer claſs of tradeſmen, alſo, who 
occaſionally indulge in their ſixpenny- 
worths of brandy and water, gradually 
flide into the ſame unhappy habits, and 
entail upon their conſtitutions the ſame 
miſery, which I ſhall now introduce. 


The firſt appearance of indiſpoſition very 
much. reſembles what has been laſt de- 
ſcribed; and under the deception of the 
gout, the fuel is heaped upon the fire, till 
the deluſion has been too long maintained 
to admit of retreat: in general, at leaſt, 
the attachment to the uſe of ſpirituous 
drinks, becomes ſo predominant, that nei- 
ther threats nor perſuaſions are powerful 
enough to overcome it. The miſerable 
ſufferer is ſo infatuated, as, in ſpite of locks 
and keys, to bribe by high rewards the 
dependent nurſe, privately to procure the 
fatal draught. 


But 
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But the concluding ſymptoms are very 
different from either of the foregoing hiſ- 
tories : frequently, indeed, the appetite 
for food vaniſhes, but ſometimes continues 
voracious; and, at the ſame time, whilſt 
the body is coſtive, and no vomiting en- 
ſues, the lower extremities grow more and 
more emaciated; the legs become as 
ſmooth as poliſhed ivory, and the ſoles of 
the feet even glaſly and ſhining, and at 
the ſame time ſo tender, that the weight 
of the finger excites {hrieks and moaning; 
and yet I have known, that in a moment's 
time, heavy preſſure has given no uneaſi- 
neſs. The legs, and the whole lower ex- 
tremities, loſe all power of action; where- 
ever they are placed, there they remain 
till moved again by the attendant ; the 
arms and hands acquire the ſame paralyſis, 
and render the patients incapable of ſeed- 
ing themſelves. Thus for years they exiſt, 
with no material alteration in the fkze of 
the body, or aſpect of the countenance. 


Whether they recall, undergo the ago- 
nies they appcar to ſufter, I much doubt, 


as 
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as at this period their minds appear idiot- 
iſh : they often ſhriek out with a vehe- 
mence that may be heard at a conſiderable 
diſtance, but upon inquiring about the 
ſeat of pain, they have been vague and 
indeciſive in their anſwers. When a cramp 
comes on the lower extremities, involun- 
tary motions draw up the legs, and pro- 
duce the moſt piercing ſhrieks : and the 
features of the face, altered by convulſive 
twitchings, excite pain in a ſpectator. For 
ſome months before they die, theſe ſhrieks 
are more inceſſant, and as violent as the 
ſtrength will admit. 


They talk freely in the intervals of miti- 
gation, but of things that do not exiſt; 
they deſcribe the preſence of their friends, 
as if they ſaw realities, and reaſon tole- 
rably clearly upon falſe premiſes. 


Moſtly before they die, they take leſs 
food; ſometimes a diarrhea ſucceeds, of 
a thin ſubſtance, and of a dark green 
colour; ſometimes a vomiting of black 


matter; but moſt generally they gradually 
fink 
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ſink from the accumulation of pain and 
debility. There is rarely any fever; and 
after the diſeaſe is far advanced, the menſes 
have continued. They do not, as in the pre- 
ceding ſtate, fall into dropſies, but uſually 
become paralytic : the breath is not offen- 
ſive, nor is there the ſame difficulty of 
breathing, or horror of ſuffocation : whe- 
ther the imperceptible and gradual aug- 
mentation in the uſe of ſpirits, is the cauſe 
of this difference, I am not certain; but 
the difference is conſiderable, as muſt ap- 
pear from their. hiſtories, which 1 have 
drawn from actual obſervation. 


I would not, however, infer, that every 
ſpirit-driftker acquires the ſymptoms of 
diſeaſe above related, or that other diſeaſes 
do not more frequently ſucceed this dan- 
gerous habit: hepatic affections, of various 
kinds, it is well known, uſually reſult from 
intemperance, and dropſies often ſucceed ; 
but from ſome circumſtances in the conſti- 
| tution, or from the mode of indulgence in 
liquors; the {ſymptoms I have deſcribed, 
have ſeverally occurred, where no hydropic 

Vol. I. * affections 
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affections have ſupervened. There is ſome- 


thing in ſpirituous liquors, ſo injuriotis to 


the human frame, that too much attention 
cannot be paid in diſeouraging the uſe of 


them. Many of the unhappy victims I 


have attended, aſcribe their ſufferings to 
the unguarded advice of ſome medical 


_ praftitioner, Who has, under the idea of 


wife tiirning ſour on the ſtomach, per- 
mitted a little drop of brandy and water to 
be ſubſtituted ; ſeldom, indeed, a day paſſes 
without introducing me to the ſick bed of 
ſome deluded object of miſery ; and it is 
from the moſt decided conviction of the 
injury, that I would guard every perſon 
from beginning with even a little drop of 
this faſcinating poiſon, which once admit- 
ted, is ſeldom, if ever, afterwards over- 
come. Whenever I hear the patient plead 
for ſome ſubſtitute for beer or wine, under 
the ſuppoſition of their turning ſour, my 
fears are alatmed, and my endeavours ex- 


cited, to pluck the unſuſpicious patient 


from the brink of deſtruction : this plea 1s 
never made, till the exhilirating influence 
of ſpirit has been experienced ; and not a 


moment 
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moment ſhould be loſt, in warning ſuch 
objects of their danger. 


Some, who avoid brandy, have been 
induced to take rum, from a vulgar opi- 
nion, that it is more oily and balſamic ; 
the argument is erroneous, for what bal- 
ſamic qualities can empyreumatic oil con- 
tain? Others, who condemn both brandy 
and rum, make no objection to gin; be- 
cauſe they think it diuretic ; but ſo far 
from it, that half the dropſies among the 
lower claſſes of the people originate, or, 
at leaſt, are confirmed by the uſe of this 


2+» 


When the effects of ſpirits on the con- 
ſtitution, have not greatly contaminated it, 
beyond the frequent recurrence of gdy/pep/ia 
or gaſtrodyna ; after interdifting ſpirits 
altogether, the patient ſhould be allowed 
to fix upon ſome one ſpecies of nutri- 
ment ; and, whatever it 1s, ſhould be con- 
fined to it alone, and that in the ſmalleſt 
quantities poſſible, and at regular ſtated 
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diſtances, that the preceding portion may 
be properly digeſted, before any addition 
be allowed : when the ſtomach has thus 
acquired more tone, either ſome new, or 
an increaſe of the former nutriment, may 


be added. 


I once attended a lady, who could not 
retain any food on the ſtomach, above an 
hour or two. I requeſted her to fix upon 
ſome light nouriſhment that ſhe could pa- 
late, and ſhe mentioned milk: I then re- 
ſtrained her to four table-ſpoonfuls of it 


every ſix hours, and afterwards increaſed 


the quantity as the ſtomach could bear it. 
From this ſhe went to broth, and thus gra- 
dually acquired ſuch a ſtate of the ſtomach, 
as to bear the uſual food of the family; 
and for two years paſt ſhe has enjoyed good 
health, with the moderate uſe of a glaſs of 
wine, or of beer, but not one drop of ſpirit. 


But in ſome caſes, where the habit of 
drams has been long continued, the total 
and ſudden omiſſion of them, has ſunk the 
perſon into irretrievable debility. Here 
l this 
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this pernicious cuſtom muſt be left off 


gradually. A man who uſually drank, 


twelve drams a day, being convinced of 
his approaching miſery, took the reſolu- 
tion to wean himſelf from this poiſon : he 


always drank out of one glaſs, into this he 


daily dropped a drop of ſfealing-wax ; by 
this means he had twelve drops leſs of ſpi- 
rit every day, till, at length, his glaſs being 
filled with wax, his habit was cured, 


AR II CLE VIC 


Caſes of Hydrocephalus Internus, by JosEen 
HooPER, Surgeon, F. M. S. 


Read May 18, 1785. 


1 two following Caſes J have taken 
the liberty of propoſing to your at- 
tention, not as being of a new diſeaſe, but 
as attended with circumſtances, which, to 
me at leaſt, appeared rather uncommon. 


The 
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The latter end of laſt ſummer, I attend- 
ed a boy about twenty months old, who 


had been drooping for three or four weeks, 


with the ſymptoms uſyally attendant on 
worms, for which he was treated with 


various anthelmintics, without ſucceſs. 


About a week before his death, his fever, 
which had hitherto been but ſlight, greatly 
increaſed, his pulſe was very quick, his 
ſpirits much agitated, attended with fre- 
quent convulſions, and want of ſleep, and 
at length he became quite delirious. The 


ſutura ſagittalis was not cloſed, and rather 


more ſpread during his illneſs. Theſe 
ſymptoms would have left no doubt of the 
exiſtence of water in the brain, had they 
not been accompanied with the ſingular 


one of contracted pupils, unaltered by the 


different degrees of light falling on the 
eyes. I ſay, ſingular, becauſe in the de- 
icriptions of the ſymptoms of the Hydro- 
ceplialus Internus, which I have read, I 
think the dilatation of the pupils 1s one of 
the moſt general; nor had I ever remarked 
the contrary, in not a few which had fallen 
under my own notice, However, this 


proved 
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proved an exception to that general rule, 
for on opening the head, we found the 
ventricles filled with about half a yn of 
clear water. 


The other is the caſe of a male infant, 
to whom I was called about ſix months 
ago, and who was then nine months old, 
afflicted with a dropſy of the head, which 
had been increaſing from the age of three 
months, and was then enlarged to a degree 
beyond what I had ever before ſeen; 
though the child, in other reſpects, was 
in perfect health. The mother ſaid ſhe 
had conſulted ſeveral of the faculty upon 
the occaſion, one of whom offered to cure 
the child by tapping. However, having 
given my ſentiments of the impoſſibility of 
a Cure, by that, or any other means, de- 
fired ſhe would let me know when the 
child ſhould die. Upon which event I 
was lately requeſted to come, and examine 
the head, which I found had gradually 
continued to enlarge, whilſt the body and 
limbs became extremely emaciated. The 
futures were ſo diſtended, and the bones 

of 
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of the crantum ſo far ſeparated, that more 
than half the ſcalp was without any ſkull, 
and, in ſhort, had more the appearance of 
a membranous bag, filled with water, than 
of a human cranzum. Imagining the water 
to be immediately under the dura mater, I 
made an inciſion a little to the left of, and 
parallel with, the longitudinal /inus; upon 
which a quantity of fluid, perfettly limpid, 
amounting to upwards of fix pints, came 
off, and left the two ſpaces, uſually occu- 
pied by both hemiſpheres of the brain, to 
appearance, empty. This I was, at firſt, 
not a little ſurpriſed at, till having enlarged 
the opening, and more minutely ſurveyed 
the ſtate of things, I found that this quan- 
tity, great as 1t was, had been contained 
in the two ventricles, having by the rup- 
ture of the ſchtum lucidum, a free com- 
munication with each other. This had 
diſtended the cerebrum to ſuch a degree 
of extenuation, as to give it the appear- 
ance of a ſoft lining to the dura mater, 
about the eighth of an inch in thickneſs. 
Hence we may learn, how much diſtention 


the brain will admit of, and that where 
the 
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the ſubject is young, and the ſutures 
yielding, the Hydrocephalus Internus may 
continue many months, before it ſhall 
put a fatal period to the exiſtence of the 
devoted ſufferer. , 


Southwark, May 18, 1785. 


ARTICHEE MX 


Obſervations on ſome Caſes of Hydrocephalus 
Internus, by J. C.LtTTSOM, M. D. &c. 


Read June 15, 1786. 


HERE are ſome diſeaſes, whole 
ſymptoms are ſo obſcure, or ſo ſimi- 

lar to thole of other diſeaſes, as to prevent 
us from forming a certain diagnoſtic, till 
death enſues, and diſſection aſcertains the 
cauſe. Of this number we may include 
the Hydrocephalus Internus ; for although 
Vol. I. Z this 
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this fatal complaint has been accurately 
deſcribed by late writers, yet few of the 
ſymptoms attending it, as pathognomonic, 
but may ariſe from very different cauſes; 
as preſſure upon the brain, from various 
cauſes; dentition; and even from worms in 
the inteſtinal canal, according to the au- 
thority of medical writers. 


The very nature and fituation of this 
diſeaſe, when aſcertained, afford ſo little 
proſpett of relief from the powers of medi- 
cine, that where, from the chain of ſymp- 
toms, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
exiſt, if a cure enſue, we are ready to 
ſuſpect fallacy in the diagnoſtics, rather 
than ſucceſs from our remedies : hence it 
is, that in many inſtances, which I have 
conſidered as really the diſeaſe under our 
preſent inquiry, and recovery has reſulted 
from medical treatment, I have relinquiſh- 
ed a pre-conceived opinion, where the 
ſymptoms have admitted of dubiety. 


There are, however, examples within 
my recollection, with circumRances ſo une- 
quivocal, 
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quivocal, of the Hydrocephalus, that I deem 
them not unſuitable for public communi- 
cation: ſome of thele caſes I have ſelected, 
as having more particularly engaged my 
attention; and I relate them with more 
ſatisfaction, as they tend to confirm, in 
ſome degree, the ſuggeſtion of an amiable 
and learned phyſician, upon the uſe of 
mercury in chis fatal diſeaſe. 


Ei. 


L. a child fix months old, was at- 
tacked in the ſpring of the year 
1782, with ſymptoms of Hydrocephalus: 
at four months of age he was inoculated 
for the ſmall-pox, and paſſed favourably 
through the diſeaſe, and had been hitherto 
healthy, though a child of a fair lax habit, 
and light- coloured hair. The firſt ſuſpicion 
of diſeaſe was indicated by a conſiderable 
degree of ſtupor, which was ſucceeded in 
a few days by convulſions in the eye-lids, 
lips, and muſcles of the forehead, accom- 
Z 2 panied 
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panied with contractions of the fingers and 
toes; the pupils of the eyes became di- 
lated and inſenſible of light; the pulle, 
which was at firſt ſlow, became quick and 
intermitting: a ſtrabrſmus, or ſquinting, 
rendered the diſtorted features ſtill more 
frightful; the fontanelle not being cloſed, 
upon preſſure a fluctuation was perceptible 
to the touch, as if the hand had been laid 
on a bladdar diſtended with water : in this 
ſituation the child had continued upwards 
of a week, when the following plan was 
purſued, ” 


The hair upon the fontanelle was re- 
moved, and a bliſter plaſter applied, and 
which was kept conſtantly diſcharging for 
the ſpace of three months, by an ointment 
made of a ſtrong infuſion of cantharides. 


One grain of calome! was given daily, 
till two ſcruples had been taken. 


From about the tenth day, the ſymptoms 
ſeemed gradually to abate, till the fortieth, 
when the child appeared in health. But 
| although 
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part remains to this period, now almoſt 
four years ſince the firſt attack: after the 
firſt ceaſing of the fits, the child was liable, 
for nearly two years, to returns of them, 
at intervals of two or three months, with- 
out any obvious cauſe ; nor did they ever 


appear to depend upon dentition : they 


have not appeared during the laſt year; 
and the faculties are as brilliant as uſual, 
at 1ts age. 


The child has a voracious appetite ; but 
its indulgence is prevented by the ſtricteſt 
attention of the family ; and three or four 
times a year, a calomel purgative is given 
to cleanſe the prime vic. 


—- 


Cars It 


EARLY in the year 1775, Robert 

Davies, the ſubject of this hiſtory, 
was attacked with an acute rheumatiſm, 
for which he was attended by a phyſician, 
under 
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under whoſe care the diſeaſe was ſo far 
removed, as to admit of a moderate appli- 
cation to buſineſs ; but he never recovered 
his priſtine health; and towards the end 
of the year, as the ſeverity of the cold 
increaſed, he found himſelf gradually more 
and more indiſpoſed, with a peculiar hea- 
vineſs and pain of the head, which induced 
him, on the 27th of January 1786, to 
requeſt my attendance : he was at this 
time about twenty-eight years of age, of a 
conſtitution rather firm in appearance, 
though reduced by indiſpoſition. He prin- 
cipally complained of a pain and ſenſe of 
load, above the forehead, and in the ball 
of each eye; this ſometimes extended to 
the nape of the neck, where the pain was 
compared to a ſtricture, or to the preſſure 
of a cord drawing the mulcles tight, like a 
ligature, and ſometimes to a confuſed 
gnawing pain: when the uneaſineſs in the 
fore part of the head was the moſt con- 
ſiderable, viſion was affected materially ; 
ſometimes he thought himſelf loſt in a miſt, 
and could ſcarcely ſee at all, and the con- 
fuſion was often increaſed by the objects 


appearing 
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appearing double; and it became in the 
exacerbations ſo great, that he was inca- 
pable of walking ſtraight, but ſtaggered 
like a perſon intoxicated ; the pupils of 
the eyes were extremely dilated at all times; 
the whole features had the aſpect of de- 
preſſion, loaded and gloomy with a me- 
lancholy frown ; though he had no occa- 
ſion of mental diſtreſs, but from corporeal 
pain ; which, when I ſaw him, had afflict- 
ed him, at different intervals, for about a 
month; ſometimes daily, ſometimes at the N 
diſtance of a few days ; but the exacerba- | 
tions did not recur at any determinate # 
periods, nor were they preceded by rigors; 1 
but, in general, came on gradually, and 
augmented in violence, till overcome by 
agony, he ſought mitigation in bed, or in * 
ſome reclined poſition out of it. The fits 
were irregular in their duration, ſometimes 
continuing a whole day, or night, ſome- 
times both, and even longer, and ſubſided 
gradually; the pupils, nevertheleſs, con- 
tinued in a ſtate of extreme dilatation, 
without any appearance of ſquinting or 
ſtrahiſmus, throughout the whole courſe 

of 
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of the diſeaſe, except once for about ten 
minutes, a few days before he died. 


In the exacerbations of pain, he cried 
out inceſſantly of his head, laying his hand 
uſually on the forehead : in theſe ſtates he 
breathed quick, impetuous ; then ſuddenly 
changing to a ſlow, full, moaning reſpira- 
tion: the breath came from him heated, 
and loaded with moiſture, as if in a froſty 
day: he moſtly ſweated profuſely in theſe 
exacerbations, but without any reſpite to 
his ſufferings : his body was obſtinately 
coſtive, which ſtrong purgatives, aided by 
clyſters, could not always obviate. 


In the intervals of eaſe, he enjoyed a 
little ſociety, and eat heartily; but the 
frowning countenance was never thrown 
off, though the periods of mitigation con- 
tinued ſeveral days, at which times he was 
able to fit up and converſe with the family, 
as if exempt from diſeaſe. The longer, 
however, the complaints preyed upon his 
conſtitution, theſe intervals leſſened, the 


painful returns became more inſupportable, 
and 
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and the ſtrength more and more exhauſted, 
till death cloſed the tragedy towards the 
end of March 1786. 


When I firſt viſited this patient, I pre- 
ſcribed ſmall doſes of calomel, cicuta, and 
aconitum, which he had not taken for the 
ſpace of a week, when he appeared nearly 
recovered; and I really told him that I 
ſhould not attend again without being re- 
queſted. 


In the beginning of February, I was in- 
formed of the return of his diſeaſe, which 
now, and for ſome time before I firſt ſaw 
him, had recurred at irregular periods, 
with ſymptoms, lo far reſembling an inter- 
mittent, as induced me to give the Peru- 
vian bark very freely during the intermiſſi- 
ons of pain: the pulſe was generally rather 
ſlow than quick at all times, though the 
exacerbations were accompanied with cold- 
nels, heat, and profule ſweating : his ſto- 
mach, in general, bore the remedy very 
well, except when coſtive, and then he 


ſometimes rejected it. The conſtipation 
Vol. I. Aa was 
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was indeed ſo troubleſome, that ſtrong 
purgatives and clyſters were ſometimes in- 
capable of procuring rehef, till repeated for 
two, and even three, days ſucceſſively. 


I thought he was again better by this 
remedy, but it was of ſhort duration, and 
he grew weaker in his bodily ſtrength ; on 
which account I recommended a decoction 
of bark, acidulated with elixir of vitriol, 
and he ever afterwards continued to take 
it, from the relief which he imagined it 
gave him; his attachment to it became, 
at length, ſo urgent, that he was unhappy 
unleſs it was by his bedſide. 


Before I faw him, bliſters had been ap- 
plied behind the ears, but without any 
particular relief. About a month before 
he died, I ordered one ſufficiently large to 
occupy all the fore part of the head ; and 
for almoſt a week afterwards he ſeemed 
better, but the diſeaſe again recurred : 
however, from this partial relief, I was 
encouraged to try the effects of a ſeton in 
the neck; it gave him much uneaſineſs, and 

| alter 
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after its application, he ſeldom mentioned 
the original pain of the head, though he 
laboured under ſuch a degree of torpor and 
heavineſs of the head, and debility of the 
whole frame, as prevented his future en- 
joyment of ſociety, or of moving out of 
his apartments. 


A few words will ſuffice for deſcribing 
the anatomical diſſection ; the ventricles 
of the brain contained fix ounces of limpid 
water, without any other apparent diſeaſe, 


The regular calmneſs of the pulſe, 
throughout the whole diſeaſe—the long in- 
tervals of apparent health—the periodical 
acceſſions of rigor, fever, and {weat—the 
almoſt total abſence of ſtrabiſmus and 
the perfect ſtate of the ſenſes, made me 
doubtful of an Hydrocephalus Internus, 
till diſſection aſcertained it. The age I 
conſider as no objection, becauſe I have 
leen the diſeaſe at all ages under ſixty. 


From the impaired ſtate of viſion, and 
dilatation of the pupils ; the frown on the 
Aa 2 forehead, 


180 MEMOIRS of the 


forehead, and ſenſe of weight in the head, 
induced me to ſuſpect ſome oppreſſion on 
the brain; but no affection beſides the 
Hydrocephalus was diſcovered, though great 
care was uſed in the diſſection, by Surgeons 
Vaux and Key. 


— ..... —— — 


Carr III. 


E M. of the Borough, a child about 

two years of age, had been indiſ- 
poſed about ſix days when I was conſulted, 
which was on the 12th of March 1786. 
I was then informed, that he had been 
feveriſn for about five days, and had ſince 
that period laboured under ſpaſmodic at- 
fections of the legs and arms, and parti- 
cularly ſo of the toes and fingers, which 
were drawn inwards, continuing rigid and 
inflexible. I found the pulſe beat 120 in 
a minute, and the child lying in a heavy 
ſtupid ſtate, with a downcaſt forehead, and 
ſight muſcular twitchings about the face 
and eyes: as there were no evident marks 


of 
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of teething, I ſuſpected ſome miſchief in 
the head: how far I was warranted in my 
ſuſpicion, the following obſervations, ex- 
tracted from the notes I took during my 
viſits, will in ſome meaſure aſcertain. 


He was ordered one grain of calomel 
twice a day. Two leeches were applied to 
the temples. 


March 14. Pulſe 120. The pupils ap- 


pear to be rather larger than in their 
natural ſtate. 


Repet. Hauſt. Mercur. 


March 15. P. 120, with ſome degree of 
hardneſs. He does not appear to retain 
viſion; he lays, in general, with his eyes 
half open, but without ſquinting—has not 
ſpoken for two days paſt ; he appears to 
ſuffer much pain; frequently draws up his 
arms and clinches his fiſts ; has had many 
thin ſtools. 


Inung. Nucha cum Ung. Cærul. fort . 
quotidie, | 
March 
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March 19. No material alteration : re- 
fuſes all' nouriſhment but porter, which he 
drinks of freely. To-day the pupils are 
more contracted, but the ſame ſtupid ſtate 
continues : appears to grow weaker ; and 
I now ordered the bark three times a day : 
ſmall bliſters were applied behind the 
ears. 


March 21. The pupils are more dilated; 
the debility is more evident; the pulſe 126. 
He takes porter; all medicine is intermit- 
ted; but the ointment is continued. 


March 24. The appearances continued 
much the ſame till this morning, when he 
was taken into the air, and ſeemed to feel 
refreſhment from it. 


After this period the ſtupor gradually 
declined, and he by ſlow degrees recovered 


his health. 


CASs E 
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CAS E IV. 


O the ſecond of January 1786, I vi- 

ſited J. Davidſon, a child about four 
years of age, whoſe ſymptoms I ſhall relate 
from the minutes I inſerted during my 
attendance, 


About ten days before I ſaw him, he 
had ſymptoms of fever, with a conſider- 
able diarrhea ; the latter ſoon ſubſided, 
and the fever was inconſiderable and irre- 
gular; but for ſome days he has lain in a 
heavy ſtupid ſtate; the pupils of the eyes 
do not appear enlarged. 


He was ordered to take a grain of calo- 
mel every ſix hours, in a mucilage of gum 


tragacanth. A bliſter was applied to the 
back. 


Jan. g. The calomel has not proved pur- 
gative, and the patient ſlept laſt night, but 
was troubled frequently with convulſive 
motions of the arms and eves ; and toſſes 

the 
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the head from one fide to the other on the 
pillow, frequently moaning, but ſeems to 
know his brother and ſiſter. The pupils 
are not enlarged. The pulle 1s 140 in a 
minute. 


The calomel was continued. The head 
was ſhaved, and a bliſter applied to it. 


Jan. 4. Pulſe 126, and regular; the 
ſymptoms continue much the ſame ; has 


had three ſtools. 


Jan. 5. P. 120, and hard; had three 
ſtools ; is feveriſh, and throws his head 
about much more violently ; the eyes ap- 
pear dim and more heavy, but the pupils 
do not ſeem enlarged; nor has he any 
ſtrabiſmus; he takes nouriſhment ; fre- 
quently ſcreams out, as if in great pain, 
without pointing to the ſeat of it. 


The draughts were repeated, with the 
addition of two drops of thebaic tincture 
in the evening. 


Jan. 
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Jan. 6. P. 120. Is ſenſible; takes nou- 
riſhment; does not throw his arms about 
as heretofore; the tongue is moiſt; ſud- 
denly diſcharged a large quantity of water 
from the eyes: had two ſtools. 


The draughts were continued. 


Jan. 7. P. 112. Paſſed an uncommon 
quantity of urine, and ſeemed every way 
mending. 


From this time to the 12th, he took 
only two grains of calomel a day: at this 
period, he left off medicine, and gradually 


recovered. 


— — . .. —— 
Gan 


F O M the ſucceſs attending the uſe 

of mercury, and the application of 
bliſters, in ſome of the preceding caſes, I 
began to entertain a favourable opinion of 


theſe remedies in the Hydrocephalus Inter- 
Vol. I. B b nus: 
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uus; but the following inftance, which 
occurred ſince I wrote the preceding rela- 
tions, tends to invalidate the efficacy of 
theſe remedies in this diſeaſe. As it is by 
a ſeries of facts faithfully delivered, that 
the powers of medicines can be juſtly ap- 
preciated, I ſhall give the following hiſtory 
from the minutes daily made at the bedſide 
of the patient. 


Elizabeth Bell, a child five years old, is 
che ſubject of the preſent eſſay. She had 
lately the Pertiſſis, and there are ſtill ſome 
remains of cough, though very ſlight. She 
has occaſionally had, for the laſt month, 
an head-ach, but 1t has neither confined 
her from ſchool, nor prevented her from 
enjoying her uſual play : for the two days 
palt, ſhe has complained of more trouble- 
ſome head-ach : the toes and fingers are 
drawn inwards by ſpaſmodic contractions : 
ſhe has vomited once to-day ; the pulſe is 
112 in a minute. 


I ordered one grain of calomel to be 
taken twice a day. 


April 
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April 7. Has frequent convulſive moti- 
ons of the limbs; and the contractions of 
the toes and fingers ſtill continue ; ſees 
diſtinctly, and the pupils of the eyes do 
not appear to be enlarged; the pulſe is ſo 
irregular, as to prevent its frequency from 
being counted : keeps one hand almoſt 
conſtantly upon the forehead ; and com- 
plains of pain of the head ; body is regu- 
lar. Ordered a grain of calomel three 
times a day in a mucilage of gum traga- 
canth, 


April 8. Has not had the convulſive 
motions ; moans frequently in a mournful 
tone, and keeps the hand upon the fore- 
head ; ſleeps ſufficiently ; has not had any 
ſtool : the pupils appear in a natural ſtate; 
the pulſe is very irregular, ſometimes run- 
ning very rapidly, and then flowly ; and 
theſe variations happen about every three 
minutes; frequently picks the noſe, from 
whence it has bled a little. 


I ordered the head to be ſhaved ; and 
frequently bathed with lukewarm vinegar 
and water. 


B b 2 The 


1. 
> 
by 
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The ſame quantity of calomel was con- 
tinued. 


April 9. The pulſe beats ſlower, but is 
fill intermitting; no convulſive motions 
have returned; and the moaning is leſs 
frequent; but a ſtupor continues, which 
the mother obſerves 1s preciſely a week 
ſince its commencement ; has had a copi- 
ous ſtool, by the aid of a clyſter ; vomited 
in the night ſome foul green matter, ſtreak- 
ed with a little blood; paſled an unuſual 
quantity of urine. Continued a grain of 
calomel three times a day. 


April 10. The pulſe, which is weak, in- 
termits leſs, but the moaning has augment- 
ed; has a frowning of the forehead, though 
naturally poſſeſſing the moſt pleaſing fea- 
tures; continues to diſcharge a large pro- 
portion of urine, and had ſome ſtools; had 
laſt night a violent convulſive fit. A bliſter 
was applied upon the head, and the calo- 
mel was repeated. 


April 


Medical Society 'of London. 189 


April 11. Continues to paſs a large 
quantity of urine; the pulſe is regular, and 
beats 120 ſtrokes in a minute. 


The calomel was continued; and, as 


occaſion required it, a ſolutive clyſter was 
exhibited. 


April 12. The pulſe continues regular, 
but makes 140 pulſations in a minute; the 
patient is hot, with a fluſhing of the face; 
has had very little reſt; appears ſenſible; 
paſſes much limpid urine, and ſometimes 
involuntary for the firſt time; continues 
moaning, with its hand to the forehead; 
had a little ſquinting yeſterday, and to-day 
it is more obvious; but the pupils do not 


appear dilated. 


The calomel was continued, with two 
drops of thebaic tincture each time. 


April 13. The pulſe is regular, beating 
118 times in a minute; has ſlept a good 
deal, and has had two offenſive ſtools. 


The 
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The calomel was continued, and one 
drop of thebaic tincture with each doſe. 
The bliſter on the head diſcharges freely. 


April 14. Squints very little to-day; the 
pulſe is 120; has had two ſtools; hither- 
to has taken plenty of nouriſhment, but 
refuſes almoſt every thing to-day ; the 
breath has an offenſive ſmell, and there is 
ſome ſoreneſs of the mouth. 


Inſtead of calomel, an infuſion of Peru- 
vian bark was ſubſtituted. 


April 15. The pulle is regular, and beats 
140 ſtrokes in a minute; has had a violent 
convulſive fit; the eyes roll about wildly, 
without ftrab:ſmus ; and the patient does 
not appear to ſee. 


The bark was omitted, and the ſame 
quantity of calomel again adminiſtered. 


April 16. The pulſe is 150; the pupils 
do not appear enlarged, nor is there any 
{quinting ; has had another convulſive fit; 

ſweats 
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ſweats profuſely; conſtantly leans the head 
forwards, the forehead frowning. 


Seven grains of mercurius alcalizatus 
were ordered to be given three times a day. 


April 18. Could not attend the child on 
the 17th, though the medicine was repeat- 
ed. To-day the pulſe beats 140 with regu- 
larity ; the pupils are now dilated for the 
firſt time, without any ſtrabi/mus; has not 
ſpoken for two days paſt, but to-day eagerly 
cried out for © ſomething to eat,” and took 
much liquid nouriſhment; diſcharges much 
urine; moans a little; and every now and 
then has convulſive motions of the arms 
and legs, with faint ſhrieks. 


The medicine was continued. 


April 19. Died to-day, and on the next, 
the head was opened in my preſence, by my 
friend, W. Norris, Surgeon to the General- 
Diſpenſary. We found about five or ſix 
ounces of water in the ventricles of the brain, 
and no other appearance of diſeaſe, 


It 
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It certainly may be doubted, whether 
the Caſes I have related, particularly the 
third”, were really the diſeaſe ſuſpetted ; 
diſſections, however, evince, that the Hy- 
drocephalus frequently occurs, and is very 
rarely cured ; this may be an apology for 
offering the foregoing deſultory- obſerva- 
tions, as the ſymptoms I have deſcribed, 
whatever may really have been their cauſes, 
are relieved by mercury, and bliſters, more 
certainly, than by any other means I am 
acquainted with ; and an encouragement 
to ſuch a practice is, the ſafety of giving 
this mineral to children, who will bear 
twice as much of it, without ptyaliſm, as 
an athletic perſon can. 


Although this diſeaſe is not reſtricted to 
any age, as I am convinced by diſſections; 
yet it moſt generally prevails in children, 
which, probably, the greater laxity of their 


» My ſuſpicions reſpecting this caſe, were more ex- 
cited on account of the particular form of the head, 
which is frequently obſerved in Hydracephalics. It is uſu- 
ally round in its whole bulk, and comparatively broad; 


with a prominent or a broad forchead ; a flattened apex ; 
and the bregma large. 


ſolids. 
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ſolids, and the larger proportion of fluids, 
in childhood, may conduce to the frequen- 
cy of the diſeaſe. May not, likewiſe, the 
uſual mode of nurſing, contribute to the 
frequency of it. Thoſe have been reputed 
the beſt nurſes, who have ſhook and toſſed 
the children under their care, with the 
greateſt jactation, which, conſidering the 
tender fabrics upon whom it is performed, 
may produce more harm than good. The 
manner of children {leeping on the lap, 
with the head ſometimes hanging down 
for hours, would in grown people occaſion 
painful affections of it; and why not to 
infants, whoſe brain 1s more vaſcular ? 


Children,, regardleſs of the future effects 
of exerciſe, are apt to place themſelves in 
very improper attitudes, ſometimes ſtand- 
ing on their heads, at others, exerting 
themſelves, who ſhall hang the longelt over 
rails, with the head downwards, in which 
| poſition I have often counted ſeveral on 
one rail; beſides the violent exertions of 
running, leaping, &c. I once knew a 
parent, fond of an only child, who uſed to 

Vol, I. Co amuſe 
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amuſe himſelf with letting the tender ob- 
Jett creep down his thighs and legs, and 
twiſting underneath, then crawl up again : 
this child died of the Hydrocephalus. Simi- 
lar inſtances, ſucceeded by the ſame fatal 
diſeaſe, I could enumerate here; but theſe 
ſuggeſtions are only introduced, as cautions 
againſt exerciſes of children, which oblige 
them to hang down the head for a length 
of time, and which may be ſuſpetted to 


excite turgeſcence of the brain. 


Plat 


— 


ier. 


Some Account of an unuſual Exfolia tion of 
the Cramum: In a Letter to J. C.LETT- 
SOM, M. D. &c. from Sir ThoMas 
Geary CULLUM, Bart. St. Edmund/- 
bury. | 


Read May - , 1786. 


I HAVE encloſed you a ſketch of a very 
large Extoliation of the Cranium, the 

hiſtory of which is as follows: 
In 
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In the year 1779, a poor lad, about 
ſeven years old, in the abſence of his mo- 
ther, it is ſuppoſed, was taken in a fit, and 
fell into the fire, where he might remain, 
as far as can be gueſſed, a quarter of an 
hour, till his mother returned. A year 
elapſed before the eſchar of the burn, he 
received at that time on his head, digeſted 
off, which then left the bone (as here 
{ketched) quite bare; in about three months 
afterwards, the denuded bone was caſt off, 
and one large fore, covered with granula- 
tions of fleſh from the dura mater, then 
preſented itſelf: in about fix months after 
the Exfoliation took place, the fore was 
about the ſize of the top of a ſmall tea-cup, 


and in a healing ſtate; and the boy in per- 
fect health, ſtrength, and ſenſes, 


The cure of the above extraordinary 
cale owes every thing to nature, having 
lallen under the care of one the moſt illite- 
rate and unſ{kilful. 


The Exfoliation, you ſee, conſiſts of the 
whole (both tables) of the os harictale on 
Ce 2 one 
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one ſide, and part of the other, and a por- 
tion of the os occeþitis. I have got a caſt 
of the bone in plaſter of Paris; neither 
perſuaſions, or money, would tempt the 
mother of the boy to let me have her child's 


full. 


In the autumn of 1785, I ſaw the lad 
from whence this Exfoliation was taken : 
very little offiication has been produced 
by nature towards the reparation of the 
injury; there is ſtill a fore, of the ſize of a 
crown piece, from which there 1s a large 
diſcharge ; the edges of the os fron!ts, the 
remaining parts of one prarictal bone, and 
the os occihitis, are at too conſiderable a 
diſtance, for offifications to ſhoot out and 
unite ; and could nature ever repair this 
loſs of bone, {he could not do it, I think, 
till a cicatrix were formed: it is obſervable 
in compound fractures, that the bone ac- 
quires but little ſtrength, whilſt the wound 
continues open, or there is much diſcharge. 


No Surgeon ever attended this boy ; the 
mother alone dreſſes the ſore, and you may 


depend 
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depend upon it, uſes greaſy unguents, not 
in a ſmall quantity, which makes every 
thing dirty, and promotes a fungus, and a 
large diſcharge. I once offered my ſer- 
vices to cure the boy, without being ar- 


cepted. 


January 10, 1786, 


ARTICEE KM 


Caſe of a ſingular Enlargement of the Heart, 
by THomMas OGLE, Surgeon to the Mip— 
DLESEX-DISPENSARY, and F.M.S. 


Read September 26, 1785. 


OHN JUDD, twelve years of age, was 
received into the Middleſex-Diſpenſary 
in December 1783. 


He complained of pain and unuſual 
oppreſſion about the ſtomach and chelt ; 
which ſymptom was much increaſed by 

cating 
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eating ſolid food. His ſleep at nights was 
little and diſturbed ; his breathing diffi- 
cult; he had a conſtant cough, without 
expectoration. The left cavity of the A- 
rax was evidently enlarged, the ribs pro- 
jecting rather forwards. This projection 
was moſt evident about the fixth, ſeventh, 
and eighth ribs; at which place, and near 

their greateſt curvature, was a {trong pul- 
| fation, extending, with an undulating mo- 
tion, to the pit of the ſtomach : this was 
ſo ſtrong, as to be diſtinctly ſeen, even when 
covered by the waiſtcoat. 


The lad traced theſe complaints to a fall, 
which he had met with a year before, He 
had then loſt the uſe of his limbs ; and, 
though he had again recovered them, he 
had never been free from the pulſation at 
his ſtomach. His countenance was pale, 
and expreſſive of the greateſt anxiety ; he 
lighed frequently, and complained of his 
heart; he ſeemed conſcious, that no relief 
was to be expected, and that his death was 
near at hand. 


His 
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His pulſe was weak, but neither quick 
nor irregular; his evacuations were good. 


For the ſpace of a month, the lad's com- 
plaints gradually increaſed. The pulſation 
extended wider, and was more diſtinctly 
ſeen. His cough, and difficulty of breath- 
ing, became more troubleſome. He was 
unable to lie on the back, or right ſide. 
The painful ſenſation about his cheſt ſtill 
continued; it felt, he ſaid, as if his heart 
was rolling about like a great ball. 


From the ſymptoms it was evident, that 
the heart, or pericardium, was the ſeat of 
the diſeaſe; and it was conjectured, that 
the latter contained water in it. This 
appeared more probable, from a ſudden 
ſwelling of the abdomen. About ſix weeks 
after the lad applied to the Diſpenſary, and 
immediately before this enlargement, he 
had a ſevere fall, which evidently haſtened 
his death. From that time he was confined 
to his bed; his pulſe became irregular, and 
ſo ſmall as ſcarcely to be felt; his belly 
increaſed rapidly; his pain was more 1n- 

tolerable: 
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tolerable ; and his extremities grew cold 
and ædematous. In this ſtate he remained 
about twenty-four hours, when he died. 


On opening the abdomen, it was found 
to contain a large quantity of watry fluid, 
The inteſtines were inflated, and ſeemed 
preternaturally enlarged. The liver was 
much increaſed in ſize, and of a ſchirrous 
degree of hardneſs ; when cut into, the 
knife ſeemed to grate, as if rubbing againſt 
ſand. The gall bladder was conſiderably 
diſtended with bile. The ſpleen was, like 
the liver, enlarged, and remarkably hard. 
The other vi/cera appeared in a ſound ſtate, 


In the thorax was contained ſome water, 
tinged with blood ; the quantity, however, 
was not conſiderable. The lungs adhered, 
in ſome places, to the ribs and diaphragm, 
but were, in other reſpects, found. They 
were compreſſed into a ſmall compaſs by 
the pericardium. On removing this, to- 
gether with the heart, out of the body, 
there were found marks of inflammation 


on the ſurface of the heart, about which 
the 
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che hericardium adhered ſo firmly, as to be 
ſeparated by no force. The heart in this 
ſtate was enlarged to three times its natu- 
ral bulk, and appeared like an unformed 
maſs of fleſh. The enlargement ſeemed to 
conſiſt entirely in the thickening of the 
muſcular ſubſtance of the heart, as the 
cavities appeared of their natural dimen- 
ſions, and free from diſeaſe. 


Theſe were the principal appearances 
on diſſection. 


It 1s evident, that the ſymptoms attend- 
ing this diſeaſe, are ſufficiently accounted 
for by the inflammation and immenſe ſize 
of the heart. It is alſo clear, that it was 
one of thoſe unfortunate caſes, where 

medicine can only be ſerviceable in alle- 


viating ſymptoms, and rendering death 
leſs painful. 
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"ASTICLE XI 


A fatal Caſe of a morbid Enlargement of 
the Proſtate Gland, with a fingular Ab- 
pearance in the Bladder, Sc. In a Letter 
to J. C. LEeTTsom, M. D. &c. by 


ANTHONY ForHERCILIL, M. D. F. R. S. 
and C. M. S. 


Read May 1, 1786. 


DEAR SIR, 


12 following pages contain the hiſ- 
tory of a remarkable Caſe, which my 


late worthy friend, Dr. Hunter, a ſhort 


time before his death, expreſſed a wiſh, 
might be publiſhed for the good of ſociety. 
If you think it ſuitable to your preſent 
deſign, it is entirely at your ſervice. 


W. C—. Eſq. April 23, 1777, aged 
ſixty-four, had for ſeveral years paſt, at 
intervals, laboured under great difficulty 


of 
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of urine, ſometimes amounting to a ſup- 
preſſion. Theſe ſymptoms were generally 
exaſperated by the ufe of acids, or riding 
on horſeback, when the urine would ſud- 
denly appear dark-coloured, or bloody, 
attended with pain in the loins, and parts 
adjacent. At length, he could only pals it 
when in a ſtanding poſture; the urine high- 
coloured, in {mall quantity, and diſcharged 
by drops involuntarily. Great pain and 
diſtention about two inches below the 
navel, attended with low fever, intenſe 
thirſt, parched tongue, pallid countenance, 
flatulency, and conſtipation; pulſe from 
89 to 96 and upwards, low, unequal, and 
frequently intermitting, accompanied with 
involuntary twitchings, anxiety, and deli- 
rium. 


The introduction of the catheter having 
lately been tried in vain, he could by no 
entreaties be now prevailed on to undergo 
a repetition of that operation, though 
the ſymptoms ſtrongly indicated a perma- 
nent obſtructing cauſe in the urinary paſ- 
ſage. Yet was there no apparent venereal 
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ſymptom, no ſtone or gravel ever voided, 
nor any apparent tendency to ſcrophulous, 
or glandular obſtructions, to which the 
diſeaſe could be fairly attributed. A con- 
ſultation was held with two other Phyſici- 
ans. Mercuraals, purgatives, and diuretics 
proved fruitleſs. The caſe was then ſtated 
to Dr. Hunter, who immediately returned 
the following very ſatisfattory anſwer, 


„% DEAR SIR, 

«© YOUR account of Mr. C——'s deplo- 
rable caſe, and the means you have uſed 
for his relief, gives me a perfect confidence 
in your judgment and attention ; and 
therefore my beſt advice ' muſt be, that 
your patient ſhould be directed in every 
thing, rather by you, who ſee him, than 
by any Phyſician in England who has not 
that advantage. In molt caſes, indeed, and 
eſpecially in this, it is our duty to know as 
much of the nature of the complaint as poſ- 
fible, You have urged, and he has de- 
clined, the proper examination. I mult 
entreat him to yield to our anxious ſolict- 
tation. No doubt there is a ſtone, or gra- 
vel 
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vel - but I ſuſpect there is ſomething beſides, 
which may be eaſily diſcovered, without 
giving him pain: I have often ſeen the 
ſame ſort of ſymptoms in elderly men, 
ariſing from an indurated and enlarged 
proſtate. This can be certainly known by 
paſſing a finger up the rectum. The proſ- 
tate may ſometimes be found to fill up the 
whole cavity of the Helvis, and, in that 
caſe, the bladder lies altogether above the 
ofſa pubis, ſo that it is difficult to reach it 
with the catheter, both on account of its 
diſtance, and of the angle which the wre- 
tara makes with the neck of the bladder. 
Yet a good, ſilver, flexible catheter (which 
might be ſent from London, if your Sur- 
geon has not one) would find the way, 
with very little pain; and it would give 
immediate eaſe, if it be the diſtended blad- 
der (as I ſuſpect it is) which gives the pain 
and diſtention below the navel, 


« There may, likewiſe, be a ſtone fixed 
in the urethra, which would be diſcovered 
by the catheter. I cannot bear the thought 
of his abſolutely refuſing a trial of what is 
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at the ſame time ſo harmleſs, and ſo likely 
to give him relief. 


« This 1s all I have to ſay, You are 
ſo fully poſſeſſed of the methods of footh- . 
ing and palliating ſymptoms, that I think 
you want only a fkilful examination. I 
wiſh your patient the bleſhng of eaſe and 
health, and you the comfort of having 
made him well. I am ever, 


« Dear Sir, &c. &c. 
« WILLIAM HUNTER.” 


Agreeable to Dr. Hunter's advice, we 
renewed our ſolicitation, but he remained 
determined againſt undergoing the uſe of 
the catheter, or any other operation ; nor 
indeed could they now be urged with any 
proſpect of ſucceſs. Mild laxatives, ano- 
dynes, and demulcents, tended to mitigate 
his ſufferings, but his ſtrength being totally 
exhauſted, death ſoon happily releaſed him 
from his calamities. The next day his 
body was opened by an able Surgeon, who 
favoured me with the following particulars, 
as 
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as I could by no means attend in perſon, 
being diſtant upwards of twenty miles from 
the place. 


« On opening the cavity of the abdomen, 
the bladder was found adhering to the 
peritoneum before, and to the omentum and 
inteſtines at its fundus, or upper part, 
which extended ſome way above the 1mb1- 
licus. The inteſtines, likewiſe, adhered to 
the heritoneum at each fide of the abdomen, 


« The bladder contained five pints of 
urine, which being mixed with a mucilagi- 
nous matter, gave it the appearance of 
whey ; but after ſtanding ſome time, the 
mucus ſeparated in great quantity, and fell 
to the bottom of the veſſel. The urine 
did not coagulate by heat, or leave any 
thing particular after evaporation, more 
than common urine, 


« The coats of the bladder exhibited 
marks of diſeaſe; the internal being partly 
abraded, the external coat conſiderably 
thickened, and irregularly diſtended ; the 

muſcular 
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muſcular fibres having loſt their uſual 
appearance, were become white, and pre- 
ternaturally enlarged, like bundles of ſtraw, 
eſpecially on the inſide, near the neck of 
the bladder. But what was ſtill more ſin- 
gular, the bladder was divided in the middle 
by a membrane running acroſs it, which 
was perforated by a hole large enough to 


admit a little finger, ſo that when the upper 


part was emptied, it was immediately filled 
again by preſſing the lower part next the 
pubrs, which forced the water through the 
aperture in the /eþtum. The proſtate gland 
was enlarged to more than the bulk of an 
hen's egg. 


«© There was no obſtruction diſcovered 
in any part of the urethra ; but the obſta- 
cle to the catheter, both before and after 
death, muſt have been owing to the great 
diſtention of the bladder, and enlargement 
of the proſtate gland ; both which contri- 
buted to form ſo acute an angle in the 
urethra, as not to accommodate the in- 
ſtrument. 


The 
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The wreters were both enlarged to 


« twice their natural ſize. No calculous 
« concretions were found either in the 
« bladder ureters, or pelvis of the kidneys, 
« nor any other morbid appearance in the 
abdominal v:/cera, except what has been 
mentioned. The contents of the thorax, 
% he adds, were not examined.“ 


The remarks which have occurred to 
me from duly conſidering the preceding 
hiſtory, are chiefly as follow: 


1ſt. The enlargement of the proſtate 
gland, and the other morbid appearances 
in the bladder, together with its adheſions 
to the adjacent parts, denote a conſiderable 
degree of inflammation to have accompanied 
the firſt ſtage of the diſeaſe: and alſo explam 
the cauſe of the pain of the loins, and other 
ſymptoms which greatly reſembled thoſe of 
the nephritic kind. The inflammatory 
diſpoſition which ſeems to have laid the 
foundation of the diſeaſe, probably gave 
riſe at the ſame time to the formation of 
that ſingular appearance of a membranous 
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partition, by producing at firſt a partial 
ſeparation of the internal coat of the blad- 
der, which being gradually extended by 
the preſſure of the urine, at length formed 
a diſtinct cavity. 


2d. The dilatation of the ureters, ſeems 
to have been a natural conſequence of the 
urine being accumulated in them, in the 
laſt ſtage of the illneſs. For the coats of 
the bladder when kept in a preternatural 
ſtate of diſtention, muſt compreſs the ex- 
tremities of the wreters which paſs ob- 
liquely between them, and of courſe. re- 


tard the deſcent of the urine into the 
bladder. 


3d. It appears that where there 1s no 
previous local affection to point out the 


nature of this diſeaſe, it is ſcarcely diſ- 


tinguiſhable from a calculous complaint, 
even in its advanced ſtate, eſpecially when 
the patient will not ſubmit to the neceſſary 
examination, ſo properly inſiſted on by 
Dr. Hunter, and which ought never to be 
neglected, where there is the leaſt doubt or 

ſuſpicion. 


Medical Society of London. 211 


ſuſpicion. Whenever there is an obſtinate 
obſtruction of urine in aged people, attend- 
ed with extreme difficulty of introducing 
the catheter, and an inability of diſcharging 
urine, unleſs in an erect? poſture of the 
body, it will afford a ſtrong preſumption 
that the diſeaſe proceeds from a conſider- 
able enlargement of the proſtate, as in the 
preceding cale, 


4th. In this deplorable ſituation, there 
can be no hopes of a complete cure, with- 
out diſperſing, or extirpating the morbid 
tumor, both which ſeem to be equally im- 
practicable ; nor can even temporary re- 
lief be adminiſtered without firſt emptying 
the diſtended bladder. Every likely means 
therefore to accompliſh this ought to be 
attempted, 


Might not an inverted poſition of the 
body during the operation, tend to di— 
miniſh the preſſure of the urine upon the 
diſeaſed part? And might not this alſo 
afford the operator an opportunity of re- 
ducing the diſtended bladder nearer to its 
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natural ſituation, and thereby facilitate the 
introduction of the catheter? 


5th. When this, and other reſources fail, 
and where the patient has reſolution to 
undergo a doubtful operation, it perhaps 
may be adviſeable to puncture the bladder 
through the rectum, and thus diſcharge the 
urine, provided this can be performed 
without wounding the ſchirrous gland, 
which might indeed diſpoſe it to contract 
a cancerous diſpoſition, 


6th. If the difeaſe could with certainty 
be diſtinguiſhed at the beginning, or even 
before the critical period when the tumor 
changes from the inflammatory to the in- 
durated ſtate, might not a kindly reſolution 
be reaſonably expected from a courſe of the 
ſaline purging waters of Scarborough, or 
Cheltenham, or of mild mercurials, and an- 
timonials aſſiſted by ſuitable evacuations, 
and a ſtrict antiphlogiſtic regimen? 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, dear fir, 
your very humble ſervant, 
Bath, A, FOTHERGILL, 


Mar. 26, 1786, 
ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XI. 


An extraordinary Caſe of Delivery: By 
JaMES SHAW, Surgeon, F. M. S. 


Read February 15, 1786. 


LIZABETH, the wife of Daniel 

Barker, a Shoemaker, having in 
October 1766, ſpent the evening with ſome 
degree of feſtivity to the honour of St. 
Criſpin their tutelar ſaint, though not at all 
to exceed the bounds of ſobriety ; about 
twelve, the company not being gone, ſhe 
was obliged to be carried up to bed ſud- 
- denly, perceiving a violent weight and 
fulneſs protrude through the pudendum, 
as though the greateſt bulk of her child was 
born. Her midwife was ſent for, who came 
to her at two o'clock, and found ſhe had 
regular pains, which inſtead of dilating 
the os utert rather conſtringed it, and very 
powerfully threatened to puſh down the 

whole 
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whole uterus and its contents with it. I 
was called in about fix o'clock the ſame 
morning ; I found the patient faint, low, 
and very much terrified, but the pulſe not 
full or very quick; on examining I thought 
the whole vagina was turned outward, 
and left the hairy ſcalp of the fetus in the 
centre of a very large tumor; being now 
compelled to uncover the parts, I was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee the os uteri dilated about 
an inch and a half, or two inches in diame- 
ter, exceedingly tenſe though thick, of a 
deep red colour, with a view of the hairy 
ſcalp ; the whole ſurface of the tumor of 
the ſame deep red, and very turgid ; the 
labia, great part of the nates, and even 
the mons veneris were out of fight by this 
extraordinary tumor. She had had many 
pains, and while I ſat with her ſhe had one 
nearly every five minutes, when I found 
the parts to puſh ſtill outwards and a kind 
of rotatory motion in the head within the 


og utert, but not in the leaſt to further 
dilate it. 


I attempted 
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I attempted gradually to puſh up the 
head, but I found my efforts to aggravate 
the ſymptoms of faintneſs, and give her 
intolerable pain; the midwife too had 
tried that ſufficiently. It made me exceed- 
ingly unhappy, the ſurface of the os uteri 
beginning to appear livid ! 


I told the midwife I would endeavour to 
ſee Dr. Mackenzie, and would call again 
as ſoon as convenient ; on telling him the 
caſe, he pronounced that ſhe muſt die, 
deſired me to ſend her an opiate and ſee 
her again in the evening; but to be very 
cautious in handling the parts. About 
ſeven o'clock in the evening I went to ſee 
her, and found her pulſe finking, with 
clammy ſweats; the pains as often, but 
not ſo ſtrong. The appearance more livid 
with the ehithelia in many parts abraded, 
where there alſo appeared ſeveral limpid 
drops of ſerum like very {mall drops of 
dew, which I attributed to the turgidity of 
the parts during each pain. 


While 
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While I ſat by ruminating in my thoughts 
what to do, I with difficulty paſſed my 
finger by the anus to the edge of the pe- 
rincum, which I found very ſtrongly girt- 
ing the tumor; however, I got my finger 
within it, and found it ſtill capable of further 
diſtenſion; I then carried the fore finger 
of my other hand to it, and endeavoured 
with them both carefully to draw the peri- 
num back; and as I did that, I thought 
the tumour ſeemed gradually to recede, 


and on proceeding with the gentleſt means 


at firſt, and drawing my fore fingers a little 
from each other and ſtill pulling the per:- 
neum back, I at length effected a complete 
reduction of the tumor, when it was about 
nine o'clock at night. I then went home 
and ordered her twenty drops of thebaic 
tincture with 3f of cordial confection, firſt 
begging the midwife, a very intelligent 


careful woman, to fit by her with her 


hand to the parts, eſpecially when her 
pains came on, to prevent, a return of the 
tumor ; and requeſted ſhe would not at- 


| tempt to dilate with her fingers the os in- 


ternum. She, after this ſlept two hours, 
when 
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when her pains returned, and at or near 
four in the morning, ſhe was happily de- 
livered of a fine boy, and had not one bad 
ſymptom during her lying-1n. 


She had had four children before this, 
and has had two ſince, and is very healthy, 
except a {light bearing down, as ſhe calls 
it, after Bar very hard. 


ARTIT LT 


An Account of two Perſons having a Bron- 
chocele, wherem the Uſe of burnt Sponge 
appeared to have a very confiderable 
Effect: By TimoTuy LANE, F. R. S. 
and Member of the MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Read June 11, 1776. 


I the month of January 1764, a young 
lady, aged about ſeventeen, applied to 
me for a Bronchocele, which ſhe had per- 
Vol. I. „ ceived 
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ceived growing about twelve months. The 
following powders and mixture were 
ordered. 


R Pulv. Milleped. J. Cinnab. Antim. Iſs. 
Mer. Alcaliz. gr. 1. fiat Pulvis Notte 


et Mane ſumendus. 


R Tartar ſolub. ziſd. Ag. pure, 3vj. Tindl, 
Stomach. 3j. Syr. Croct, 37j. Miſce 
ſumat Coch. j. fing. Pulv. ſuperbibend. 
Coch. iij. Ps 


Theſe medicines proving too ſolutive, 
the Tart. ſolub. was omitted, and the pow- 
ders were continued rather leſs than three 
weeks, without any apparent benefit; when 
I was informed (by whom I do not remem- 
ber) that a lozenge of burnt ſponge placed 
under the tongue at night, going to bed, 
and remaining till diſſolved, had been of 
uſe. The informer being a perſon of ſuf— 
ficient credit, induced me to try the fol- 
lowing lozenges. 


R Spong. Uſt. 31. Syr. Sump. 9. J. fiat 
Troch. vj. 
Theſe 
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Theſe were continued leſs than a month, 
when the tumor quite diſappeared, and 
has not returned ſince, now twelve years. 


A queſtion naturally ariſing from the 
above, is, whether the previous medicines, 
or the lozenges, ſucceeded; for though the 
decreaſe of the tumor did not appear, ma- 
nifeſtly, to have taken place, till after the 
uſe of the lozenges; yet, the former medi- 
eines might have been effectual. 


After this, two perſons applied to me, 
in which neither medicines nor lozenges 
leemed to ſucceed effectually: one a ſer- 
vant, who was rather better for them; but 
ſome circumſtance (probably leaving her 

place) prevented her continuing their uſe. 


A young lady, in a family where I 
was viſiting, having a Bronchocele, where 
the tumor was on the right ſide of the 
neck only, I propoſed ſome lozenges to 
put under the tongue, which ſhe con- 
lented to. At firſt they were trouble- 
lome, being unuſual to have any thing 
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in the mouth, but in a ſhort time they 
were no inconvenience, ſhe, going to ſleep, 
as uſual, before they were diſſolved. In 
about a month ſhe ſeemed apparently re- 
heved, and 1s now well, having con- 
tinued them about four months. This 
young lady was about fifteen years of age, 
and had the complaint about two years 
before I ſaw her. After uſing the lozenges 
about three weeks, ſhe complained of 
head-ach ; ſuppoſing it to ariſe from coſ- 
tiveneſs, I gave ſome Inſuſ. Sena, which 
relieved her. She has taken no medi- 
cine ſince, ſo that we may here properly 
conſider a real effect to have ariſen from 
the lozenges. 


Whether the ſame lozenges uſed in the 
day-time, would not do as well as at night, 
ſome of the gentlemen of this ſociety may 
have an opportunity of inquiring. 


The facts are related with ſimplicity, 
and may be new to ſome perſons, while 
others, from their obſervations, may 
favour the ſocicty with a further account 


of 
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ok the ſame diſorder, and its method of 
cure; in which they will promote the 
intention of the writer and of the So- 
ciety. 


Alderſgate-Street, 
June 10, 1776. 


ARIICLE IT 


Caſe of Rheumatiſm, cured by Electricity: 
By RoBERT SHERSON, F. M. S. 


Read June 26, 1777. 


: F. eee about fifty years old, the 


mother of many children, of a very 
nervous, irritable, and ſomewhat ſcorbutic 
habit, ſubject to ſpaſms of the ſtomach, 
and erratic pains in the limbs (which ſhe 
called Gout). She was often troubled with 


ſevere head-aches, ſo as to be conſidered 
conſtitutional. : 
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This lady complained to me, about three 
years ago, of a violent and conſtant acute 
pain in her right arm, which had held her 
for above a month, about the tendinous 
inſertion of the Deltoid muſcle ; whenever 
ſhe endeavoured to extend or elevate it, 
ſhe ſuffered moſt exquiſite torture; no in- 
flammation or tumefaction was obſerved, 
nor was there pain from preſſure. I con- 
ceived this complaint of the rheumatic 
kind, and had recourſe to the alterative 
plan: ſmall doſes of calomel, ſulpli. antim. 
prectp. with oh and gum guaiac. were 
adminiſtered at bed-time ; alſo neutral 
ſalts in deco. lign. guatac, ter in die. 


Theſe means were purſued about a weck, 
and the pains were ſuppoled to be allevi- 
ated : however, ſome of the lady's friends 
ſeemed uneaſy, becauſe {he was not imme- 
diately well; on which, an eminent phy- 
lician was conſulted, who directed the 
extr. cicute, the dole to be increaſed gra- 
datim, till our patient took 3/ /ingulis die- 
bus. She perlevered in this courſe for fix 
months, her complaints gradually becom- 


ng 
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ing worſe. From this tedious and unſuc- 
ceſsful trial, ſhe became impatient; her 
phyſician having ſignified her diſorder was 
the effect of a latent cancerated humor ; 
ſhe had therefore no chance but perſe- 
verance. Under theſe unhappy circum- 
ſtances, ſhe determined to diſcontinue her 
medicine ; but I continued to viſit her occa- 
ſionally, at the requeſt of her friends.— 
Finding ſhe had no hopes from medicine, 
I expreſſed my deſire ſhe would try the 
effect of electricity; but recommended her 
firſt to take the opinion of her phyſician. 
She would not ſee the gentleman ſhe had 
already conſulted ; but applied to another, 
equally eminent in the profeſſion, who 
very much recommended the trial : at the 
end of the firſt week there were evident 
marks of amendment, by abatement of 
pain, and a tranquillity of mind, which 
confirmed the advantage already gained. 
The undertaking was as fortunate as could 
be wiſhed, though the electrical means 
were not applied after the preſent improv- 
ed manner, but in gentle ſhocks : through 
this method the lady was recovered in 


about 


. ͤn-œme p 8. Oe r — 
- — 2 —_— —— — . . "> 3 . = whe 


L 
4 

: 

| : 
1˙ 


LMS 


w on” 29 


— 


= x 
* — — — — * — 
— — — — — — — — - — — — a . — — — 
. —.— — a ——— — — > — —— ——— — R ERP — — ou — — — — " — . - 
: OI DIES ” - —— 2 — - 2 2 — — — — — — —— — —— 
E mr Iron - nes * ne «4 A : * — 8 8 4 - —— — - Wn” - ard, mon 5 
8 2 4 4 * . 
"+; ” py 0 3 ar — * 2 2 — - — - -_ - — = 1 * 


Nn 
FF 


Fd 


224 MEMOIRS of the 


about three weeks, from the moſt diſtreſs{ul 


ſituation imaginable, and has been free 


from the pain of her arm ever ſince. I 
beg leave allo to remark, her general health 
is improved, and her head-aches are leſs 


frequent. 


Theſe circumſtances, and other caſes I 
have ſeen, lead me to conſider, how far 
we ought to rely on the caſes given by 
Dr. Storck; for De Haen's Epiſtle de 
Cicuta denies ſuch happy conſequences 
having ever happened, as are related by 
the Doctor. 


I ſhould be happy to ſee the opinion of 
different gentlemen, well verſed in practi— 
cal electricity, how far the various obſer- 
vations they have made thereon, ſeems an 
acquiſition in Phyſic; for I am ſorry to 
find ſome amongſt my medical friends, 
that have great doubts as to the efficacy of 
elearicity, in any diſorder ; but I am con- 
vinced I have ſeen it ſingularly beneficial 
in ſpaſms and various obſtructions, partt- 
cularly of the menſes. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE. XVE 


A Caſe of the Stone, in the Urinary Bladder, 
ſucceſsfully treated ; by groing Water 
empregnated with fixed Air, by Means of 
Salt of Tartar, and weak Spirit of 
Vitriol : By Mr. Joun HARRISON, late 
Surgeon at Ers0M, now of MouNnT- 
STREET, BERKELEY-SQUARE., Com- 


municated by NATHANIEL HULME, 
M. D. &c. 


Read March 20, 1786. 


M* John Hobman, of Epſom, late 
Dantzick Merchant, was the ſub- 
jet of this caſe, He was a well-made 
ſtrong man, of an excellent conſtitution, 
and before this complaint could walk ten 
or twelve miles a day with great eaſe to 
himſelf, though at the advanced age of 
ſeventy- four or five years. 


He had been afflicted with calculous 
ſymptoms about two years, as nearly as I 
Vol. I. G g can 
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can remember, before I was conſulted ; 
and was ſo fully convinced in his own 
mind of having a ſtone, that he uſed to 
expreſs himſelf by ſaying, © That he felt 


the weight of it preſſing on the neck of 
« the bladder.” 


He never had a ſevere fit till the month 
of January 1779, when he was ſeized 
with a ſuppreſſion of urine, to relieve 
which I was obliged to pals the catheter, in 
order to draw-off his water. 


The inſtrument ſtruck againſt the ſtone 
in ſo remarkable a manner as to affect both 
the ear and the touch very ſingularly, and 
rather ſurpriſed me, notwithſtanding I 
had been previouſly acquainted by him 
that there was certainly a ſtone in the 
bladder. Its magnitude I ſuppoſed to 
have been, from the {ound and touch, 
about the ſize of a ſmall pullet's egg, and 
rather globular. A few days afterward I 


was obliged to introduce the catheter again 


to bring away the water, and found the 
ſtone preſſing on the neck of the bladder, 
which 
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which receded the moment that the inſtru- 
ment touched it, and then a quantity of 
paliſh urine ran freely off. 


From the almoſt continual irritation of 
the ſtone, and Mr. Hobman's advanced 
age, his caſe was by ſome deemed fatal. 
Nevertheleſs, having paid great attention 
to him, I was of a different opinion; ap- 
prehending from his native ſtrength, that 
he had ſtamina equal to ſupport him ſome 
years longer; a ſufficient reaſon I thought 
0 juſtify the trial of ſome lithontriptic me- 
dicine. 


With this view I propoſed a /zxzv:um to 
be given, as prepared by Mr. Lane, an in- 
genious apothecary in Alderſgate-Street. 
The phyſician who was conſulted, preferred 
the uſe of water impregnated with fixed 
air, by means of ſalt of tartar, and weak 
ſpirit of vitriol, as recommended by 
Dr. Hulme in a Treatiſe publiſhed in the 
year 1778, entitled, A ſafe and eaſy Re- 
* medy, propoſed for the Relief of the 
Stone and Gravel, the Scurvy, Gout, 
Gg 2 3 
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« Kc.“ but with which I was not at that 
time acquainted, 


This lithontriptic medicine was given 
twice a day, and after our patient had 
taken it about ſeven or eight weeks, to the 
beſt of my recollection, he was ſuddenly 
relieved one evening, by a large diſcharge 
of cretaceous, or rather ſtony matter in 
the urine, without any pam or inconve- 
nience. It ran from him during the 
greater part of the might involuntarily, 
while he was aſleep as well as when he 
was awake. It ſoaked through the bed, 
and ſacking of the bedſtead, and ran upon 
the floor, ſtaining it with a whitiſh gray 
hue, or rather with the colour of free- 
ſtone. The powder left behind upon the 
floor, and in the chamber-pot, was almoſt 
as fine as if it had been levigated. He 
never obſerved any calculous matter to be 
voided in his urine before the uſe of this 
medicine, and the whole of it was diſ- 
charged in the ſpace of five or ſix 
days, 


From 
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From this time all ſymptoms of a ſtone 
in the bladder diſappeared, and he re- 
covered his ſtrength much quicker than 
people in general do at his time of life; 
but was not able to walk ſo well afterwards 
as before; the fit ſeeming to have weakened 
his feet. I adviſed him to perſevere in the 
ule of the lithontriptic, leſt ſome fragment 
of the calculus might remain, which he 
did for two or three months longer. 


In January 1781, he complained of 
coſtiveneſs and piles, and that his urine did 
not paſs ſo freely as before, but rather with 
a contracted ſtream. Some lenitive elec- 
tary with ſulhhi. præcipit. were preſcribed. 
and I recommended him to uſe the medi- 
cine of Dr. Hulme again, but could not 
prevail upon him. By means of the above 
eleftary, and ol. ricin. he ſeemed to be re- 
lieved. During the year 1782, he took 
but very little medicine, and his com- 
plaints were generally as laſt mentioned. 


a 1789, beſides an habitual coſtiveneſs, 
he was frequently ſeized with an hæmor- 
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rhoidal flux while at ſtool, and voided at 
different times large quantities of blood. 
Theſe were attended with a frequent te- 
neſmus, and retention of urine ; which 
induced me to think that ſome part of the 
ſtone remained ſtill undiſſolved, and there- 
fore I once more entreated him to begin 
with the lithontriptic, but in vain. 


On the 28th. of October 1784, his com- 


plaints becoming almoſt inſupportable, he 


ſent for me, and I adviſed the immediate 
uſe of an emollient enema to be thrown up 
twice a day, with a view to foment the 
parts, and empty the inteſtines. 


October 29. He could at this time 
hardly paſs any urine ; but by throwing up 
an enema, it enabled him by dribblets to 
make about a pint. 


October 30. By ſitting over the ſteam 
of hot water, put into a cloſeſtool-pan 
and frequently renewed, for the ſpace of 
an hour, his urine dripped ſlowly away, 
but he paſſed a very indifferent night. 

October 


Medical Society of London. 231 


October 31. This day there was al- 
moſt a total ſuppreſſion of urine; but he 
had three ſtools without aſſiſtance. 


November 1. He informed me that he 
had made a little urine in the night; but 
that it was evacuated with the greateſt dif- 
ficulty. On examination I found that 
there was an enlargement of the proſtate 
gland. An emollient injection was ad- 
miniſtered in the evening, and an anodyne 
draught was given at bed-time. 


November 2. In the evening he had a 
total ſuppreſſion of urine; and an enema 
was thrown up, which procured him three 
or four ſtools. 


November 3. About four o'clock in the 
morning I was called to him, and on my 
arrival informed that he could paſs no 
urine, As ſoon as a warm bath could be 
prepared, he was put into it, and in a few 
minutes after he had been immerſed, he 
voided about a pint of water. When he 
came out of the bath he was put into a 

warm 
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warm bed, and a cardiac anodyne draught 
was given, which procured him four hours 
good ſleep. When he awoke, he made 


more water. An emulſion of ol. ricin. was 


occaſionally adminiſtered, which kept the 
body gently open. 


November 4. A difficulty of urine con- 
tinuing, I endeavoured to pals the ca- 
theter, as the frequent uſe of the warm 
bath occaſioned faintneſs, but was pre- 
vented by a ſtricture in the urethra. 


November 5. His urine came away of 
itſelf, ſo as to occaſion no further uneaſi- 
nels, a general atony now prevailed, and 
he was attacked with a violent diarrhea. 


November 6. From this day to the 
12th (on which he expired) he daily grew 
worle, and the diarrhea reſiſted every 
effort made uſe of to check or ſuppreſs 
ik. ; 


The day after his death, I was permitted 
to inſpect the body. The urinary bladder 


contained 


Medical Society of London. 9299 


contained about a quart of water, but not 
the leaſt calculous concretion was found 
therein. Its coats were rather thinner and 
ſofter than uſual, and the innermoſt one 
had put on a dark gangrenous appearance. 
The neck of the bladder was much in- 
flamed, particularly on 1ts external part ; 
and allo the whole length of the reftum. 
The kidnies were ſound, and without any 
{tone or gravel. The ureters were ſome- 
what enlarged. In'the urethra was found 
a ſtricture, ſeemingly cauſed by inflamma- 
tion, and the preſſure of the proſtate gland, 
which was indurated and enlarged. All 
the other viſcera were perfectly found, and 
| never ſaw a finer ſubjett opened. 
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ARTICLE n. 


A Caſe of Hydrops Ovarii and Aſcites : By 
W1LL1aM FRENCH, Surgeon, and F. M. S. 


Read November 19, 1776, 


RS. Procter, of Red-Lion-Paſlage, 
in the pariſh of St. George the 


Martyr, about the ceſſation of her menſes, 
laboured under a variety of complaints, 


which, after many years continuance, ter- 
minated in a ſwelling of the abdomen, 


She was preſcribed for by many gen- 
tlemen of the faculty, without the leaſt 
ſucceſs. 


As the tumor increaſed, her inclination 


for food alſo increaſed ; and at length ſhe 
became ſo clamorous, that ſhe never was 
caly but when taking nouriſhment. 


She 
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She had a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion there was 


ſomething alive in her belly; and on de- 
claring this to gentlemen of the faculty, 
who occaſionally viſited her, their minds 
were diverted from the proper cauſe of her 
complaint, and their compaſſion excited 
to provide her with the neceſſaries of life. 
Nine or ten years elapſed before the leaſt 
fluctuation was perceptible; at length, 
however, it was clearly felt, and the poor 
woman conſented to be tapped, as the 
only means of prolonging life; but ſhe 
died early in the morning of that day the 
operation was intended to have been per- 
formed. 


Her body was opened by Mr. Langley. 
Surgeon, in the preſence of Mr. Taylor, 
her Apothecary, and myſelf. We firſt 
drew off about ſeven gallons of water, by 
means of a trocar; On dividing the part- 
etes of the abdomen, a large ſubſtance pre- 
ſented, extending from the pelvis to the 
diaphragm; this was found to be the right 
ovarium, divided into many cyſts, and 


_ . containing a fluid of different degrees of 
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inſpiſſation. The abdominal viſcera ap- 
peared no otherwiſe diſeaſed, than what 
might reafonably be expected from the 
quantity of extravaſated fluid. By the 
preſſure of the enlarged ovarwum, the na- 
tural fituation and form of the ſtomach 
was altered in ſuch manner that the pylorus 
was the moſt depending part of it, conſe- 
quently incapable of retaining the food ſhe 
received, a ſufficient length of time for the 
purpoſe of digeſtion. A certain degree 
of diſtention in the ſtomach is certainly 
neceſſary to create fatiety; and as, in this 
patient's ſituation, that could not poſſibly 
take place, we may naturally conceive that 
whatever was received into that v2/cus, 
paſſed immediately into the duodenum, 
and thence along the courle of the in- 
teſtines: theſe alſo having loſt their aſſimi- 
lating power, the abſorption through the 
lacteals muſt be very defective, and, per- 
haps, ſerve to explain the cauſe why the 
patient was conſtantly deſirous of food, and 
extremely languid during the interval be- 
tween her meals. 


Having 
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Having found ſufficient cauſe for the 
ſuffering and death of the patient, we pur- 
ſued our diſſection no farther. 


The flaccid ſtate of the integuments of 
the abdomen, after diſcharging the fluid, 
and the extreme thickneſs of the cyſts of 
the ovarzum, would (in the living ſubject) 
have rendered a ſecond perforation diffi- 
cult to be performed ; and, at beſt, nothing 
more could be expetted than temporary 
relief. 


N. B. This caſe is preſented to the 
Medical Society for its ſingularity, more 


than for any practical inference to be 
drawn from it. 
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Read April 10, 1783. 


A* eminent tradeſman in the neigh- 
bourhood of this city, aged about 
forty-five years, of ſtature rather ſhort, 
tending to corpulency, and ſhort-necked, 
who accuſtomed himſelf to ſpend his con- 
vivial hours rather too freely, had, for 
three years paſt, been ſubject to a pain in 
his left fide; which, however, was not ſo 
conſiderable as to claim much attention, 
or induce him to ſeek medical aſſiſtance, 
till about fix months before he died, when, 
having caught cold upon a journey, it 
grew more troubleſome, attended with a 
{ſhort dry cough, for which he was let 
blood, and took ſuch medicines as gene- 
rally afford relief under ſuch ſymptoms, 
and 
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and from which, though he found ſome 
abatement of his complaints, ſo as to pur- 
ſue his buſineſs, yet, in about a month 
after, the cough and pain increaſed to a 
degree beyond what he had hitherto felt, 
with an acute darting pain from his breaſt, 
quite through to his back, a conſiderable 
dyſpnea, and feveriſh heat at times; his 
pulſe was hard and quick, though not full 
nor irregular. At this time he could not, 
without much difficulty, lie but on the left 
ſide; and found the eafieſt poſture was 
fitting with his body inclining forward, 
whilſt a gentle preſſure was made on the 
ſide affected. Exerciſe, or drinking any 
thing hot or pungent, increaſed his pain 
and difficulty in breathing, but bleeding 
and gentle eccoprotics, which were fre- 
_ quently repeated, generally afforded ſome 
benefit ; and anodynes were now and then 
interpoſed to blunt the violence of his 
ſufferings. And, indeed, though two emi- 
nent Phyſicians of this city exerted their 
utmoſt for his relief, they could only pro- 
cure him temporary truces, till, at length, 
his diſtreſs was ſo great that he could lie 
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no otherwiſe than on his back, bolſtered 
high with pillows ; nor could he get any 
reſt for many nights and days previous to 
his death, a day or two before which we 
could perceive a greater fulneſs at the left 
Aypochondrium, than at the right, which 
convinced us of what we had before ſuſ- 
pected, that a tumor of ſome ſort was 


formed in the cheſt. 


The next morning, purſuant to his own 
requeſt, I opened the body, in company 
with another Surgeon who 1s now abroad, 
in the uſual manner ; but upon dividing, 
though with the greateſt precaution, the 
cartilages from the ribs, in order to raiſe 
the ſternum, blood iſſued very copioully, 
from, as I then ſuppoled, the cavity of 
the thorax ; but on a further examination, 
I found it to be from within the pericar- 
dium, dilated to ſuch a degree, as to fill 
entirely the left cavity of the thorax, 
puſhing downwards the diaphragm, to 
which, as well as the pleura on that fide, 
it adhered univerſally, except at the ſupe- 
rior part, where, after having ſeparated the 

| | pericardium 
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pericardium with my fingers, we perceived 
the left lobe of the lungs compreſled quite 
under the clavicle, to that degree as to be 
no broader nor thicker than the palm of 
ones hand, and ſo firm as to reſemble (in 
cutting through its ſubſtance) a ſteatoma- 
tous tumor. The right cavity was likewiſe 
conſiderably ſtraightened by the diſtention 
of the pericardium, though the lobe of 
that ſide did not appear to be unſound. 
As great part of the blood which had thus 
diſtended the pericardium, unavoidably 
eſcaped by the above-mentioned inciſion, 
we could not be ſo exact as to the quantity 
as we wiſhed to have been, but, from the 
neareſt computation, we agreed it could 
not be leſs than five pints. The blood ap- 
peared quite fluid, free from coagula, and 
in colour more like venous than arterial. 
After having emptied the pericardium, and 
wiped its internal ſurface clean with a 
ſponge, we attentively ſearched for the 
ſource of this phænomenon, but were un- 
able to find the leaſt veſtige of a rupture, 
elther in the heart or any of 1ts large or 


coronary veſſels ; ſo that, though we ealily 
Vol. I. I 1 tound 
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found the immediate, we could not trace 
the remote cauſe of his death. The heart 
appeared ſound and in its natural ſtate. 


A caſe ſomewhat fimilar to the above is 
related by Dr. William Thomſon, in the 
fourth volume of the Medical Obſervations 
and Inquiries. And, though it is with 
regret we mult confeſs, that hiſtories of 
this kind promiſe but little towards the ef- 
tectual relief of ſuch of our fellow-creatures 
as may in future labour under the like 
immediable affliction, yet, if they ſhould, 
by throwing ſome light upon the ſubject, 
tend to enable practitioners to form a uſt 
knowledge of the diſeaſe, as well as a 
prognoſtic of the event, they will at leaſt 
contribute to the advancement of the me- 
dical ſcience, and the reputation of its 
profeſſors. Tor as Proſper Alpinus de 
 praſagienda Vita & Morte juſtly obſerves, 
jñjuvat quin etiam maxime Medicos : In 
** morbis acutis exitialibuſque, qui pre- 
** cognitam futuram ægrotantium mortem 
ubiaſſidentibus prædixerint, mortis culpa 
* plane vacare ſolent; ægrotoſque audito 

« prognoſtico 
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« prognoſtico non medicorum culpa, ſed 
« morborum vi interemptos, aſſidentes ju- 
« dicant. Quod fi antea exitium non 
« predixerint, ipſorum aut ignorantiæ, aut 
« negligentiæ mortem omnes ad{cribunt, 
interiiſſe que medicorum cauſa pro cer- 
« to habent.” 


— 


ARTICLE XIX. 


Caſes of Hydrophobia : Communucated by 
James JounsTONE, M. D. C. M. S. 
S. R. M. Ep. S. Phy/ictan to the Ge- 
NERAL-INFIRMARY of WORCESTER ; 
Member of the PnuiLosSOPHICAL and 
L1iTERARY SOCIETY of MANCHESTER, 
and of the PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY of 
BATH: With Reflections on the Prevention 
and Treatment of Perſons bitten by mad 
and hydrophobic Animals. 


Read November 21, 1785. 


CASE I, 


EORGE POLLOCK, aged forty- 
five years, by trade a Blackſmith, was 


admitted the ;th of March 1750, a patient 
112 of 
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of the Royal-Infirmary at Edinburgh : 
about the end of November, he had been 
bit by a mad dog, on each fide his left 
leg, a little above the ancle; the wounds 
bled freely, and were waſhed with com- 
mon ſpirits immediately : the next day he 
was bled, and bathed the ſores in ſalt 
water, and, in about thirty hours after the 
accident, put himſelf under the care of 
Dr. Dundas, at that time, a phyſician of 
conſiderable practice in Edinburgh, who 
ordered ſixteen ounces of blood to be taken 
from the arm, and the following bolus, 
two of which were taken, each of the two 
ſucceeding days, without producing any 
very ſenſible effect. 
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R Cinnab. nativ. Cinn, factit. aa gr. xxiv. 


Moſch. gr. xv. Hr. ſacch. g. 5. f. bolus. 


He was then ordered to take a drachm 
and half of the pulvis antilyſſus, every 
morning in a little milk, for four morn— 
ings, to uſe the cold bath forty days ſuc- 
ceſſively, and to dreſs the ſores with mer- 
curial ointment, 


He 
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He omitted, however, the cold bath the 
laſt eight days, and latterly the ulcers 
were dreſſed with unguentum bajilicon, in- 
ſtead of unguentum mercuriale, by theſe 
means the ſores were kept open for a 
month or upwards : he had no pain from 
them, but the matter diſcharged was al- 
ways thin and ſanious, and at no time 
good pus, However, he made no com- 
plaint till the gd of March, in the after- 
noon of which day he felt a pain and 
weakneſs about the loins, os ſacrum, 
thighs, and falle ribs, attended with heat, 
and ſharp pain in making water; next day 
he complained of ſharp pain in the ab- 
domen, and about eight. o'clock in the 
morning began to have that averſion and 

difficulty in ſwallowing liquids, which 
_ afterwards increaſed extremely, ſo that 
when admitted into the hoſpital, he could 
not attempt to drink any thing without a 
moſt dreadful effort; the attempt always 
occaſioning his fetching deep ſighs, and 
being affected with an univerſal horror, 
and ſuch violent ſpaſms in the organs of 
deglutition, as almoſt endangered his being 

choked; 
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choked ; yet, at no other time did he 
complain of any pain about his throat, or, 
of heat there, and {ſwallows bread and ſo- 


lid food without any difficulty; his other 


pains grow every hour more ſevere, and 
they are increaſed conſtantly when he en- 
deavours to drink: he ſaid he would wil- 
lingly drink, did not ſomething, which he 
cannot deſcribe, render the thought and 
fight of liquids dilagreeable ; and an at- 
tempt to take, and ſwallow them an inſu- 
perable difficulty, and a violence which 
he cannot account for. He has not ſlept 
for forty-eight hours ; his tongue 1s white 
and dry; his urine ſmall in quantity but 
high coloured ; regular in ſtools ; his pulſe 
feveriſh and hard, and not much altered 
by his attempts to ſwallow liquids. 


Dr. Rutherford, Profeſſor of Medicine, 
and at the time Clinical Lecturer, being 
much attached to the doctrines of Boer- 
haave, determined to try the antiphlogiſtic 
method in this caſe, and ordered the patient, 
who had been bleeded in the morning, to 
loſe gradually the large quantity of fixty- 

ſix 
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fix ounces more; from this evacuation he 
became fick, and a little faint, and his 
pulſe ſomewhat ſmaller and ſlower, though 
by no means in proportion to the quantity 
of blood he had loſt. The blood was not 
ſizy, but abounded with ſerum; the craſſa- 
mentum, of a florid, ſcarlet colour, and its 
texture loole, like the blood of hyſteric 
women; the Doctor alſo ordered his head 
to be ſhaved, and often embrocated with 
equal parts of vinegar and water, and a 
ſlice of lemon with ſugar upon it, often to 
be given him ; allo, 


R Rad. Gramin. 3j. Frutt. Tamarind. 3j. 
coque ex Ag. font. Tu. ad thy. ſub 
finem addendo. 

Rad. Liquorit, 5f. Colature cap. unc ij. 
omni ſemi hora. 

R Sal. Nitri pulv. 37. Divide in doſes vj. 
cap. unam omni bihiorio in hauſtu de- 
coctt. | 

R Decoct. Commun. thj. Mellis 5j. Sal. 
Nitri 311 .m. pro Enemate omni quarta 
hora injiciendo. 

He was ordered panada for his food. 


Eight 
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Eight oclock at night, the glyſter 
brought away indurated feces, in fifteen 
minutes after it was injected. Has taken 
four doſes of the decoction, and ſome pa- 
nada, His urine high, drops ſome ſedi- 
diment ; the pulſe beats about ninety-eight 
ſtrokes in a minute; his pains, and heat 


in making water are leflened, but his 


averſion and horror of liquids are undimi- 


niſhed. 


The profeſſor ordered the medicines al- 
ready preſcribed to be continued, and to 
take after bathing his feet, the following 
draught. 


R Syr. Diacodii j. repetendam intra ſha- 
tum trum horarum fe opus ſit. 

R Shir. Vitriol. dulc. 51S. cap. gutt. xxx. 
ſepius cum polu communt. 


Tueſday, March 6, at fix o'clock in the 
morning. Laſt night, about nine o'clock, 
the injection was thrown in, and his feet 
aſterwards bathed, from which a clammy 
{ſweat followed: for, the noiſe of the 

watcr 
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water made by his feet, made him ſhiver, 
ſigh often, and look wild about him. His 
pulſe at the time beat 115 ſtrokes in a 
minute, with an unuſual tremor in it. His 
urine, made in the night, paler : he had 
two clyſters and two anodyne draughts, 
after which he ſlept two hours at different 
times; being pretty free from pain, unleſs 
when urged to drink, at which time pains 
in the belly, beginning at the pit of the 
ſtomach, come on, and are attended with 
frequent ſighings, and violent convulſion. 
Directions are punctually obſerved. In 
giving drink, it was remarkable, that he 
always took a ſecond or third draught with 
leſs reluctance than the firſt, and, there- 
fore, two or three dravghts were commonly 
given him ſucceſhvely, 


Eleven oclock. The pediluvium pro- 
duced an hour's ſleep, and his pulle roſe: 
his pain in making water gone, but Hydro- 
phobia increaſed; he cannot take any 
liquid, and has an extreme averſion to any 
thing which looks like a fluid, or in which 
any fluid has been contained; but, when 

Vol. I. K k his 
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his eyes are ſhut, or covered, he can {till 
drink. 


Seven o'clock at night. He complains 
of a ſtounding pain, as he calls it, in his 
belly and ſmall of his back ; which 1s moſt 
acute on moving, or ſitting up, in his bed. 
When he drinks, which he never does 
without horror and convulſion, he feels 
a ſtinging pain in his ſtomach, but none 
in his mouth or throat. Immediately after 
drinking, he ſweats about his head and 
breaſt, with vehement efforts to vomit, 
though nothing comes up. His pulſe hard, 


beats 104 ſtrokes in a minute; his tongue 


White and foul, fauces red, urine pale: he 


had a clyſter which operated twice, but 


brought away nothing but ſlime; his hands 
cold. 


Ten o'clock at night. He goes on as 
before directed, attempts to drink with the 
ſame reluctance, horror, and convulſive 
motions, with deep ſighings; and after 
theſe, retchings, vomiting, increaſed quick- 
neſs of pulſe, and return of pains. He 

ſpits 
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ſpits ſaliva with great quickneſs, and with 
averſion. If it falls on his hand, he, as 
quickly, wipes it off, yet does not com- 
plain that it taſtes amiſs. He never offers to 
ſpit upon, or moleſt any one. He ſometimes 
ſlumbers for a few minutes, but it is inter- 
rupted by deep ſighs and convulſions. His 
pulſe, after bathing, roſe to 120 ſtrokes in 
a minute; though it has continued gene- 
rally at 100 ſtrokes with interruptions. He 
voided an ounce of turbid urine, and took 
panada with the uſual reluctance, and a 
doſe of Syr. de Mecon. aſter which he 
ſlept half an hour. 


Wedneſday, March 7. Eight o'clock in 
the morning. He was quite delirious be- 
twixt fix and ſeven, but is now pretty ſen- 
ible. He makes ſtrong efforts to drink, 
though now for the molt part ineffectually. 


Eleven o'clock forenoon. Theſe efforts 
to drink always produce belchings, retch- 
ings to vomit, and pains, which begin in 
the lower regions of his belly, and {queeze 
every thing upwards towards his ſtomach, 
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attended with convulſions and deep drawn 
ſighs. His eyes are diſmally wild, red, 
and inflamed; talks much concerning his 
wife and family, with great affection; ſpeaks 
in a religious ſtrain, and ſays he is dying. 
Pulſe quick, but very weak and intermit- 
ting. He has had two boluſes. R Moſch, 
pulv. If, Conf. Roſar. 9. J. f. Bolus. Con- 
tinue them every hour, and, as he cannot 
ſwallow any thing, let the clyſters and 


embrocation be uſed the oftener. R Sal. 


Nitr. Succhar. alb. aa. p. redige in pulv. 
a little of this to be given frequently. 


Four o'clock in the afternoon. He had 
a Moſch bolus about one o'clock, and 
Op gr. i). was offered, which he could 
not ſwallow. In ſpite of every effort to 
relieve him, the ſymptoms of death ap- 
proach, with intermitting pulſe, cold ſweats, 
cold extremities; and in attempting to 
drink with his uſual courage, he was vio- 
lently convulled, the liquor, as in one 
choked, regurgitated back through his 
noſtrils, he fetched a deep ſigh, reclined 
his head, and expired. He never had 


been 
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been furious, or in the leaſt inclined to 
offer violence or miſchief to any one; on 
the contrary, he was ſomewhat anxious 
left he ſhould be the occaſion of it. A 
looking-glaſs was frequently held before 
him, but it never diſcompoſed him in the 


leaſt. 


Next day his body was opened by Mr, 
G. Lauder, at that time a celebrated Sur- 
geon in Edinburgh. The ſtomach was 
much contracted in its ordinary fize, and 
contained nothing. The {mall guts ſeem- 
ed ſound, only the z/eum ſeemed a little 
inflamed, and a few livid ſpots were ſeen 
upon it. The ſac of the colon was near 
as large as an ordinary perſon's head, and, 
beſides air, contained a large quantity of 
| feces. It was obſerved, that the inteſtines 
were much out of their uſual ſituation and 
order. The liver appeared a little livid 
the gall-bladder much diſtended with bile, 
which tinged very conſiderably the adja- 
cent parts of the colon and omentum. 
Nothing unuſual was obſerved in the con- 
tents of the thorax : and the further exa- 

mination 
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mination of the larynx and pharinx, and 
the opening of the cranium, were pre- 
vented by the Surgeon's finger being acci- 
dentally cut, which made it improper for 
him to proceed. 


Dr. Rutherfoord, at this time profeſſor 
of the practice of phyſick and clinical 
lecturer, long celebrated as an able prac- 
titioner, as well as teacher of medicine, 
in Edinburgh, attended this patient with 
the moſt anxious and humane care; and 
in the lecture which he gave on the caſe 
he candidly retracted an opinion which he 
had learned from Boerhaave, and which 
had directed the meaſures he took. He 
ſaid he was convinced now, that the Hydro- 
phobia is a ſpaſmodic, and not a high in- 
flammatory diſeaſe. That though bleeding 
may be uleful in preventing ſuriouſneſs, 
neither that, nor the proper antiphlogiſtic 
method, are to be depended upon, as the 
proper cure of the Hydrophobta: that in 
ſuch caſes, after bleeding once or twice, he 
would order Sal Succini Moſch and Opium, 
and, perhaps, bliſters. He thought bathing 

and 
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and other prophylactics ſhould never be 
neglected, but profeſſed no great confidence 
in the Pulis Antilyſſus, which had about 
that time been warmly recommended by 
Dr. Mead, but which, I believe, has ſince 
fallen into diſuſe. 


This caſe may be found recorded in the 
books of the Royal Infirmary at Edin- 
burgh ; but Dr. Johnſtone having been an 
attentive obſerver of the whole courſe of 
the illneſs, gives it from his own notes 
taken at the time. 


Worceſter, October 24, 1785. 
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By ErwarD JOHNSTONE, M. D. Phyficuan 
to the GENERALl-HoselTaAL un BIR- 
MINGHAM, and Fellow of the ROYAL 
MEpicarl SOCIETY at EDINBURGH. 


er 16, 1784, I was ſent for to 
Charles Bullock, of Weſt-Bromwick, 

2 fine lively boy, aged four years, of a 
ſtrong 
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ſtrong vigorous habit of body. On Friday 
the gth of July, he was bit on the right 
cheek, and juſt under and above the right 
eye, by a mad dog. The wounds were 
mall, bled little, and foon healed, leaving 
only a {light mark on the cheek, and a 
ſcar under the eye. The next day he be- 
gan the uſe of the Ormſkirk medicine, 
which he took in the manner directed in 
the paper given with it, and ſome of the 
powder, mixed with a little digeſtive, was 
applied to the wounds. He ſeemed to en- 
Joy his uſual health and ſpirits till the 15th 


of Auguſt, except that about a fortnight 


* before that time, he was one afternoon 
very dull, and paſſed a reſtleſs night, but 
was as well as uſual the next day. On the 
morning of the 15th he appeared very low 
and ſpiritleſs, had little appetite, his breath 
was oblerved to be very offenſive, and he 
complained of a pain ſhooting from the 
part where he had been bitten, to the teeth. 
He had a very reſtleſs night, and early in 


* His father ſaid, at the fall of the moon, though he 
did not appear to be certain of it. 


the 
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the morning of the 16th, Mr. Beardmore, 
an eminent Surgeon and Apothecary, was 
called to him, who immediately deſired 
aſſiſtance. 


I faw him about twelve o'clock, when 
he was walking about a room, in which a 
number of people were collected, with an 
appearance of great anxiety and horror, 
and a peculiarly fierce look; he ſtarted on 
my entering, and expreſſed great apprehen- 
ſions of being ſent to the ſalt waters, but 
was much compoled and pleaſed on my 
alluring him he ſhould not go there, I 
then deſired him to drink ſome {mall beer, 
he immediately turned away, changed co- 
lour, expreſſed the greateſt horror and 
averſion, and was ſeized with a catching of 
his breath, and convulſive motions of the 
muſcles about the throat“; but upon its 
being removed, ſoon recovered his uſual 
compolure, and without difhculty eat ſome 
bread and butter. A baſon of water was 


The ſame ſymptoms were likewiſe brought on by his 
being expoſed to a ſtream of air. 
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afterwards brought in, without his per- 
ceiving it at firſt; but as ſoon as he caſt his 
eye that way, he ſhewed great uneaſineſs, 
and upon putting his hands into it, was 1m- 
mediately ſeized with univerſal tremor and 
convulſive motions of the muſcles about 
the throat, attended by a kind of ſobbing 
half reſpiration, and ſuch an inexpreſſible 
anxiety and gloomy horror of countenance, 
ſuch a fierce ſcowling look of the eyes, as 
no language can give an adequate idea of, 
but which if once ſeen can never after- 
wards be miſtaken. 
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The diſorder being too clearly aſcertained, 
I ordered him to be put into a warm bath, 
which was done ſuddenly, but univerſal 
convulſions immediately took place, at- 
tended with an appearance of ſuffocation, 
which laſted ſome ſeconds; his breathing 
gradually returned, with a noiſe fimilar to 
that uttered during each cough in the 
chincough, or in the croup, and he at the 
ſame time rejected a conſiderable quantity 
of viſcid frothy matter. Being fully per- 
ſuaded of the miſchief of this practice, I 

directed 
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directed a bolus compoſed of Tart. Emetic. 
Op. bur. aa gr. ſo. Moſch. gr. vj. to be 
given immediately, and to be repeated 
every hour; and the following injection to 
be adminiſtred every three hours. 


R. Aſzfetid. 3fh. ſolve Ag. puleg. vj. 
Tinttur. Thebaic, 3ij. Muc. Gum, Ara- 
bic. 31). M. | 
R Miſtur. precedent. $1. Juſcul. ovin. 
Sw. M. Nal. Enema. 


Unguent. Mercur. fort. to be rubbed into 
the lower part of the face near the wound, 
round the neck, and other parts of the 
body, as often and in as large quantity as 


poſſible. 


In the evening he ſeemed much better, 
and on being aſked to take ſome tea, with 
great reſolution, though with difficulty, 
ſwallowed a ſpoonſul, which immediately 
brought on the ſame ſymptoms as betore. 
I faw him by fix o'clock of the morning 
on the 17th ; he had paſſed a very reſt- 
leſs night, the recumbent poiture always 
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bringing on the proxiſms of the diſorder, 


He had only taken two boluſes, but the 
glyſters had been given regularly and ſtaid 
up; and a very conſiderable quantity of 
mercurial ointment had been rubbed in. 
His pulſe was much. weaker than before, 
and very fluttering and variable. Upon 
endeavouring to walk he reeled conſider- 
ably, and was almoſt conſtantly endea- 
vouring to ſpit out the frothy viſcid ſalzva, 
which ſeemed very troubleſome to him“. 
Upon being deſired to eat ſome bread and 
butter, he took it into his mouth, but 
immediately ſpit it out and ſeemed to be in 
great agony. I directed four ounces of 
the mixture with Aſſetid. and Tindt. The- 
baic. to be injected as before, and half a 
grain of crude opium to be given every 
half hour, if it could be got down ; a 
bliſter to be applied to the nape of the 
neck, and the mercurial ointment to be 
uſed as before. He only took two doſes 
of the opium. 


* It is remarkable that he was anxious leſt the ſaliva 
ſhould fall upon thoſe about him, and frequently deſired 
them to get out of his way, when going to ſpit. 


About 
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About eleven o'clock he was ſeized with 
violent convulſions, particularly about the 
mulcles of the throat, but affecting moſt 
of the other muſcles of the body, during 
which, he ſnatched at thoſe who were 
near him, and made a noiſe like a perſon 
ſuffocating : this fit laſted near half an 
hour, and afterwards he was perfectly 
exhauſted for ſome time, and fell into a 
cold clammy {weat. Theſe convulſive fits, 
alternating with fainting ones, continued, 
with very ſhort intervals, till four o'clock in 
the afternoon, when he expired. 


— . — — 


Reflections on the Prevention and Treatment 
of Perſons bitten, by mad and hydrophobic 
Animals : By JaMEs JOHNSTONE, 
Ce. . . 


1. I BEG leave to add ſome reflections 

to theſe caſes. The firſt caſe forms 
a kind of epoch in the treatment of the 
Hydrophobia, which is now univerſally ac- 
knowledged and treated as a convulſive 


diſeaſe, not without ſome hope of ſucceſs, 
if 
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if we may credit Sanvage, and other 
French writers of reputation ; alſo, the 
cale treated ſucceſsfully by Dr. Nugent, 
and one or two more related in the medical 
tranſactions of the college. 


2. Hydrophobia, or an averſion and 
horror to hquids, is its true definition. 
A rabies with a miſchievous deſire of biting 
(See defin. Linn.) is in man, I believe, 
ſeldom unuſual, much leſs a conſtant 
ſymptom in this diſeaſe. This averſion 
or horror is produced in the mind by 
the action of the poiſon on the nerves, 
which occaſions ſpaſms in the throat, re- 
markably aggravated by every attempt to 
ſwallow liquids in particular, and accom- 
panied with various ſpaſmodic pains about 
the pracordia, which are excited and in 
every part increaſed by the appearance, 
found, and touch of any fluid. It is then 
a ſpaſmodic angina, and the averſion to 
{ſwallow may in part be an averſion to 
pain: but other angenas are painful with- 
out this horror; I therefore conclude, that 
in the Hydrophobra it partakes of delirium, 

g. The 
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3. The attempting to conquer this 
averſion to the ſwallowing of liquids, pro- 
duces dreadful, and, finally, fatal ſpaſms; in 
the firſt inſtance in the pharynx, perhaps 
from the ſalival liquors being peculiarly 
tainted with the poiſon; allo the &/ophagus 
and ſtomach, and all the parts in the ab- 
domen furniſhed with nerves from the 
ſplanchnic nerves, and from that great 
centre of nervous ſympathy and action, 
the great ſemi-lunar ganglion, called by 
ſome cerebrum abdominale ; which convul- 
ſions, in their continuance and progreſs, 
diſturb the natural and vital functions, and 
finally arreſt the motion of the heart. 


4. During the Hydropliobia, the ſalival li- 
quors, and thoſe perhaps which lubricate the 
eſophagus and prime vie, being ſtrongly 
impregnated with this fatal poiſon ; may 
not the abhorrence of fluids which cha- 
racterizes the diſeaſe, and which makes 
the ſwallowing of them ſo dreadful, be 
owing to the baneful ſtimulus of vene- 
mous /alzva on the nervous and irritable 
ſurface of the fauces and prome via ? 

And 
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And are not theſe ſpaſms, efforts, however 
ineffectual, of irritability, and the prin- 
ciple of life to throw off this poiſon ? It 
is certain that antimony and many vege- 
table poiſons are deletereous and fatal, as 
well as the poiſon .of the viper and mad 
dog, though not diſcernible by taſte, 


5. Reſpecting the treatment of this 
poiſon, and ſuch as are unfortunately likely 
to ſuffer by it : I apprehend the ſureſt pre- 
ventive, 1s (after wiping off and waſhing it 
away as much as can be done) to cut away, 


or ſcarify the bitten part immediately, and 


to deſtroy it by cauſtic or actual cautery. 
(See here the method of M. Le Roux. 
Appendix). This is to be done as early as 
poſſible, and beyond the depth and extent 
of the bite. If this be done immediately, 
and no particle of the venemous ſaliva be 
left in the wound, the patient by this ope- 
ration, and by ſuppuration kept up for two 
months, by digeſtive ointments, armed with 
red precipitate, will be in perfect ſecurity ®. 

P The raisfortune of M. R y, ſhews this external 
treatment, even when early performed, by a very able 


Surgeon, does not give abſolute ſecurity, and that other 
means of prevention deſerve attention. 
At 
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At whatever time afterwards medical 
aſſiſtance is called for, the ſame local treat- 
ment is to be enjoined : and it is not to be 
omitted, even when ſymptoms of Hydro- 
phobia are threatened, or appear, as the | 
hiſtory of the diſeaſe ſhews, that the ſpaſms 
which affect the throat always ariſe from 
the bitten part, 


But this prophylaxis, though never to 
be negletted, cannot be ſuppoſed, and, in 
experience has not been found, to give 
the ſame conſtant ſecurity, which it affords 
when done inſtantly after the bite. In 
ſuch circumſtances, the prophylactics which 
have been found moſt uſeful in preventing 
the progreſs and virulent effetts of this 
poiſon, on the blood and nervous ſyſtem, 
muſt be had recourſe to. 


6. Mercury has been found, in extenſive 
experience, to be a very effectual preven- 
tive of Hydrophobra, and, in ſome inſtan- 
ces, has aſſiſted conſiderably in curing it: 
in the diſcreet application of this antidote, 
both externally and internally, and in 
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adding thereto the antiſpaſmodic and tonics, 
Peruvian bark, Valerian root, Moſch. and 
opium, the phyſician will probably give 
ſecurity to his patient, in moſt inſtances, if 
not in all, 


The uſual courſe which this poiſon takes, 
indicates the application of mercury to the 
bitten part, by applying 1t there, and by 
rubbing it around it; and alſo to the fauces, 
where it will mix with the ſaliva and 
mucus in the pharynx, eſophagus, and 
prime viæ, and obviate the tendency of 
the poiſon in its moſt deſtructive courſe 
and period. | 

* 

But the quantity of theſe mercurial ad- 
miniſtrations muſt never be ſo great, as to 
excite ſalivation, or conſiderably weaken 


or diſturb the body. 


In an adult, half a drachm of ſtrong oint- 
ment, charged with camphire, ſhould be 
applied to and rubbed near the wound 
daily. 


And 
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And two grains of calomel ought to be 
rubbed every evening within the mouth, 
enjoining the patient to ſwallow his ſpittle 
for ſome time afterwards : in this way, it 
will mix with the ſaliva, and pals through 
the whole courle of the prime vie, and, 
while it keeps the body open, will, in a 
ſmall quantity, mix with the lymph and 
blood; and without diſturbance or loſs of 
ſtrength will meet and correct the poiſon, 
if it enters the habit. 


In very young patients, and delicate 
ones, the quantity may be diminiſhed, or 
in ſtronger ones increaſed. 


After a fortnight, the calomel ſhould be 
intermitted, and a cathartic given, and an 
opiate in the evening, after the cathartic. 


In ten days time the calomel ſhould be 
reſumed for another fortnight, followed 
with a purge and opiate, and intermitted 
once more for ten or twelve days, after 
which it may be again uſed a fortnight in 
the ſame manner, and then, if no ſymp- 

M m 2 toms 
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toms appear, the uſe of mercury may be 
laid aſide, and the patient's ſafety pre- 
ſumed upon. 


If the patient's reſt be diſturbed, or any 
dejection, hurry, or melancholy appears, 
he ought to uſe while this courle 1s going 
on, Moſch. opium, aſſafœtida, and a drachm 
of an electuary of P. Cort. Peruv. P. R. 
Valerian. aa þ. a. twice in the day, as 
occaſions require. 


If any tendency to Hydrophobia appears, 
the doſe of calomel, or quantity of mer- 
curial unction, ſhould be continued and 
greatly increaſed. 


Emetics of Turbith mineral have been 
found of great uſe in preventing Hydro- 
phobia, and certainly ought to be repeat- 
edly given, with opiates afterwards, to 
allay the hurry of nerves, if any of the 
forerunning ſymptoms of Hydrophobia ap- 
pear. 


Emetics, 
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Emetics, even of milder operation, as 
well as the Turbith, muſt be highly uſe- 
ful, by evacuating the /alzva and ſlime, if 
at all tainted, from the throat and ſtomach. 


Hurry of nerves, ariſing from the reme- 
dies or the diſeaſe, require great attention, 
and muſt be removed by Moſch. and opium. 
To diſpel anxious fear, and to ſupport 
hope and cheerfulneſs, are indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary in preventing Hydrophobta. 


Theſe are the means of prevention and 
cure I ſhall purſue when occaſions offer ; 
they will not always ſucceed, but I know 
no better, and none ſo much ſupported by 
experience and authority, or ſo cloſely 
connected with the real phœnomina of the 
diſeaſe. In every diſeaſe, the beſt found- 
ed methods are ſometimes unſucceſsful : 
but to this, above all others, the intro- 
ductory aphoriſm of Hippocrates has the 
juſteſt application; Occaſio Preceps, Sc. 
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A 7 EN D TX 


I PROPOSE to give here a ſhort view 
of the methods recommended in the inge- 
nious papers publiſhed in the Second Part 
of the Hiſtory and Memoirs of the Royal 
Society of Medicine at Paris, 1783, on the 


ſubject of Canine Madnels. 


The following is the method recom- 
mended by M. Le Roux. Having diſco- 
vered the direction and full dimenſions of 
the part bitten, by the mad animal, the 


. wound muſt be dilated with a biſtory 


round 1ts whole circumference, and a croſs, 
ſtar-hke, to make the ſurface larger than 
the bottom of the wound. The tendons 
and larger veſſels are to be avoided as much 
as poſſible in making theſe inciſions. The 
wound is to be allowed to bleed freely, 
and to be waſhed with ſoap-water, or, the 
part is to dipped in a bath of it, and then 
to be dried with lint, and covered till the 
next day. After removing the firſt dreſ- 
ling, a ſkewer of wood dipped in deli- 

queicent 
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queſcent butter of antimony, is to be made 
to touch every part of the wound, parti- 
cularly the bottom and edges thereof, and 
even the ſurrounding ſkin. Every part 
touched with this cauſtic becomes imme- 
diately white, and burnt to a greater depth, 
even of ſome lines, A bliſtering plaſter 
is then applied over the wound, and wide- 
ly beyond it, and this finiſhes the ſecond 
dreſſing. M. Le Roux does not apply the 
liquid butter of antimony the firſt dreſſing, 
| becauſe the blood would dilute and præ- 
cipitate the cauſtic into a kind of powder 
of algaroth, which 1s not cauſtic. He pre- 
fers the potential cauſtic to the actual 
cautery, becauſe it gives leſs terror and 
pain, and burns more preciſely to the de- 
fired depth, and the eſcars are ſooner ſe- 
parated. He has only twice met with 
wounds in parts dangerous to be burnt, 
yet he repented afterwards his tenderneſs, 
as both the patients died hydrophobic : 
when ſo ſerious a malady is to be feared, 
ſacrifices muſt be made, and he will not 
avoid them in future. The bliſters are 
cut and dreſſed the next day, and freſh 

butter 
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butter applied to the wound, till the eſcar 
falls off, which happens in a week : after 
this, the wound is kept open in abundant 
ſuppuration, by putting in feveral peas, or 
gentian root, of a ſize proportioned to that 
of the wound. As the fleſh fprings up, it 
is to be burnt again with the butter of 
antimony, and freſh bliſters are again and 
again applied; for the wound muſt not be 
allowed to heal till after forty days. By 
this method alone he ſecures his patients, 
and gives no other internal remedy, except 
a few drops of Shir. Vol. Alcalin. and not 
that always. 


M. Baudot is perſuaded that the effects 
of the bite, however extenſive they may 
become, proceed from action of the poi- 
ſon on the part originally bitten only. 
After cleanſing and waſhing the part with 
falt water, he applies a bliſtering plaſter, 
which covers the wound, and extends con- 
ſiderably beyond it: he afterwards rubs 
mercurial ointment, with the addition of 
camphor, very plentifully all around the 
bitten part, and over 1t; to theſe he adds 

bathings 
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bathings and frictions with warm oil; this 
treatment is continued fifteen or twenty 
days, by which means only, he believes 
the mercury deſtroys the virus fixed on 
the nerves in the wounded part, and, that 
the oil in relaxing theſe parts, aſliſts in 
hindering the ulterior propagation of thoſe 
ſpaſms, which would otherwiſe have ex- 
tended their action to the ſalivary glands, 
and have excited Hydrophobia- A very 
great number of atteſted caſes are pro- 
duced in ſupport of the efficacy of this 
preventive method. If he be called to 
ſuch as have not been early treated in this 
manner, and who are threatened by ſymp- 
toms of Hydrophiobia, he orders ſcarifi- 
cations, in addition to the former method, 
with bleeding, nitre in apozems; opium, 
with other antiſpaſmodics. His ſucceſs was 
very conſiderable in every ſtage of the 
diſeaſe, the actual Hydrophobig excepted, 
which proved always irreſiſtibly fatal. 


M. Bouteille, in a very methodical and 
well-written Eſſay, agrees nearly in ap- 


proving the ſame mild local treatment as 
Vol. I. Nn M. Baudot, 
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M. Baudot, by ablutions and bliſters ; yet 


recommends alſo ſcarifications and cautery 
when ſtrictly neceſſary. He is alſo high in 
the commendation of mercurial ointment, 
rubbed dryly near the wound, and applied 
to it; which, in his opinion, both draws out 
the poiſon from the wound, and corrects 
it (61.) and, at the fame time, eaſes the 
ſpaſmodic pains ariſing from the virulence 
of the poiſon: but thinks a mercurial ſali- 
vation both ineffectual and pernicious. If 
the wound be cicatrized, when ſymptoms 
of Hydrophobia appear, he, in that emer- 
gency, recommends the application of cau- 
ſtic, or actual cautery, to the part, to open 
an external paſſage to the poiſon, which he 
preſumes to be ſtill acting there. 


The mercurial method of preventing 
Hydrophobra, which had been cenſured as 
uncertain, and in ſome caſes hurtful, by 
M. Le Roux, 1s very warmly adopted and 
recommended by Meſſ. Baudot and Bou- 
teille, though on different principles; and 
ſo to ſhun exciting ſalvation, which had 
been a mode in France, after M. Sanvage 


had 
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had publiſhed his ingenious Diſſertation 
ſur la Rage. 


This mercurial method is the only one 
depended upon and recommended in the 
Memoir of M. Bonel, de la Blagereſſe, 
who truſts entirely to mercurial frictions, 
and to laxative mercurial pills, to be con- 
tinued for about three weeks ; and occa- 
ſionally to be purged off by an' increaſed 
doſe of the pills, ſo that ſalivation may be 
obviated : he applies to the wound mer- 
curial ointment only. He treated five hun- 
dred patients in this method, without a 
ſingle miſcarriage : and believes the ſame 
medicines in donbie or triple doſes, with 
the addition of Moſch. and other antiſpaſ- 
_ modics, to bean effectual cure in the Hydro- 
pliobia itſelf: of which he has no hiſtory 
to produce, as he had conſtantly ſucceeded 
by his preventive method. | 


M. Mathieu, maitre en Chirurgie, in 
Perigorde, after bleeding and purging, 
depends altogether on copious mercurial 
frictions, to excite ſalivation, unleſs the 

Nne mercury 
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mercury occaſions ſome other evacuation 
which will ſupply its place. He ſays, the 
Hydrophobia yields, as it were, by enchant- 
ment when the ſalivation appears; and it 
muſt be kept up more or leſs, according to 
the degree of the diſeaſe and ſtrength of 
the patient, 


Many inſtances have been produced in 
the courſe of theſe Memoirs, in which in- 
dividuals were ſeized with, and carried off 
by, Hydrophobia, notwithitanding mercury 
had been very early and amply uſed, even 
to ſalivation ; be it ſo; but this does not 
invalidate other reſpectable teſtimonies, 
that in a prodigious number of inſtances 
Hydrophobia had been prevented, and in 
others cured by it; hear the reſpectable 
Sanvage, who concludes a maſterly work 
in the following words, “apres bien de 
„recherches, I' ignore que ce remede ait 
* encore manque, étant, meme applique 
« quand la Rage etoit de clarèe:“ How 
few infallible remedies can we boaſt of in 
other diſeaſes : ſhall we then quit this 
ſingle anchor, becauſe it has failed as 

others 
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others have done before, though it is 
granted to have ſucceeded ſometimes. 


D. Metzlar, a German phyſician, in a 
very elegant and learned Latin Diſſerta- 
tion, the laſt publiſhed in this volume, on 
the prevention and cure of Hydrophobra, 
concludes thus, Haud aliud in terribili 
hoc morbo, habetur remedium quam 
mediante ferro inſtituta Inuſtio,” 


To this opinion, the Royal Society of 
Medicine ſeem indirettly to have added 
their reſpectable authority, by crowning 
the Memoir of M. Le Rouxe, with their 
firſt prize ; their ſecond being ſhared be- 
twixt Meſſ. Baudot and Bouteille, for their 

ingenious Memoirs, and by their poſitive 
declaration, that the external treatment, 
which conſiſts in deſtroying the part into 
which the virus is infuſed, is indiſpen- 
ſable, and the moſt important, without 
which all the other proceedings are uncer- 
tain; and, that among thele laſt, ſuch as 


diſorder the animal œconomy, or ſtrongly 
allect 
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affect the nerves, expoſe the patient to 


more or leſs danger. ( Hiſt. de la Med. p. 2.) 


Happy will it be, if this indeciſion reſpect- 
ing internal remedies, excite an early and 
cautious care of the unfortunate objects of 
theſe Memoirs, and alſo, make the practi- 
tioners of the healing art more ſucceſsful 
in their future applications, and, in the 
mean time, diligent in the uſe of the beſt 
means already diſcovered. 


Worceſter, December 24, 1785. 


— * a "WF" w 


iL XX. 


General Remarks and Cautions reſpecting 
ſome Caſes in Surgery : By JoXATHAN 
WarTHeN,-Elſq. Surgeon, and Fellow of 
the MEDICAL-SOCIETY. 


Read March 11, 1771. 


T has been frequently remarked, that 
what are denominated capital caſes, 
and operations, are too apt to engroſs our 
attention, to the neglect of thoſe of an 
inferior claſs ; which, nevertheleſs, by their 
number 
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number and frequency, become of great, 
if not of equal importance to the former; 
ſince there is hardly any one caſe, however 
trivial it may ſeem, to which not only the 
patient's welfare, but our on reputation, 
may fall a ſacrifice. I remember an 
inſtance of this kind, where, for want of 
due attention, an excellent ſurgeon and 
able anatomiſt treated a diſlocated ſhoulder 
as a ſtrain, A ſurgeon in the neighbour- 
hood, greatly inferior to the former in 
point of real abilities, was privately con- 
ſulted, a fortnight after the accident : 
he declared the arm was out, and imme- 
diately reſtored it to its place. The firſt 
mentioned ſurgeon was thereby obliged to 
quit his ſituation, for one at a great 
diſtance, where, by more attention to the 
minima, as well as the majora, he acquired, 
and juſtly deſerved, the greateſt reputation 
in his profeſſion. 


The number and variety of ſuch kind of 
cales are indeed almoſt infinite, and require 
not only an extenſive, but a particular and 
diſcriminating knowledge and attention, 
without which, we cannot form their juſt 


An 
dias 70 f. 2 
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diagnoſis, prognoſis, or method of cure. 
The firſt of theſe ought to be made as 
early as we can, for our own direction; nor 
muſt we here ſolely depend on precedents - 
or prior obſervations, ſince caſes ariſe 
every day which we have neither ſeen 
or read of, yet nevertheleſs admit of a 
clear and certain expoſition.— Mrs. S——, 
near Aldgate, had for ſome time an ob- 
ſtinate ulcer on the inſide of her left leg. 
I perceived a white tough ſlough at the 
bottom of the ſore—a {ſwelling about the 
ſize of a finger extended upwards, from 
the ulcer to the knee—and below it to the 
heel, with a redneſs of the ſkin, and an ex- 
treme ſenſibility upon touching or moving 
the leg. On laying hold of the afore- 
mentioned ſlough with the forceps, its 
upper attachment was felt at the knee, its 
lower at the heel. This appeared to me 
then, and now 1s, for ought I know to the 
contrary, an unprecedented, at leaſt an 
unregiſtered caſe; nevertheleſs, the locality, 
continuity, and ſenfation at the heel and 
knee, afforded a certain dzagno/is, that the 
muſculus plantaris pedis was the ſubject of 
| the 
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the inflammation : and the ſloughy appear- 
ance a proof of the partial if not total de- 
ſtruction of its texture. A ſeparation took 
place, and I extracted the whole of that 
long thin muſcle, which is now in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, though greatly altered and mutila- 
ted. The wound healed firmly afterwards, 
without any ſenſible inconvenience to the 
patient, 


I need ſcarcely obſerve, that a tolerable 
knowledge in phyſiology, and pathology, 
are antecendently neceſſary ; as well as a 

quick diſcernment and ſagacity, in order 
to form an early and juſt diagnoſis. 


Miſs S— had the misfortune to hurt 
her elbow by a violent fall, and that joint 
was greatly diſtorted ; but ſwelled ſo ſpeed- 
ily as not to admit of an accurate exami- 
nation. All proper means were uſed for 
reducing the ſwelling, but ſo much time 
elapſed before it ſubſided, that the diſtor- 
tion, and partial diſlocation, now apparent, 
were ſo fixed, as to render reduction as 


imprudent to attempt, as impoſſible to 
Vol. I, O o effect. 
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effect. This caſe was doubly fatal; the 


young lady's arm remains deformed, uſeleſs, 
and daily waſtes away, with never-ceaſing 
pain: and the ſurgeon who attended it from 
the firſt, is (however unjuſtly) the conſtant 
ſubject of cenſure wherever the patient 
appears, or her misfortune is the ſubject of 
converſation, It 1s pretty certain that 
every proper method was uſed, and nothing 
omitted, that was the leaſt eſſential to her 
recovery. Nevertheleſs, for want of form- 
ing a juſt diagnoſis at the firſt, and alſo 
divulging a cautious and early prognoſis 
of the event, which might eaſily have been 
aſcertained, the ſurgeon has greatly ſuffered 
In his reputation ; nor will the patient or 
her friends ever believe the caſe to have 
been well underſtood, or properly treated. 


The tendons and their thece, are liable 
to various injuries—a puntture, a bruiſe, 
a ſtrain, &c. produce primary ſymp— 
toms very difterent from each other. 
Some, as the locked jaw, &c. are of a 
dangerous nature, and ought cautiouſly to 
be predicted, as well as their ſubſequent 
effects; 
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effects; which effects, notwithſtanding the 


difference of the cauſe, are in general very 
ſimilar: viz. a contraction of the flexor 
or flexors of the members to which the 
tendon, &c. pertain. In order to explain 
my meaning, let us ſuppoſe one or more 
tendons of the extenſores digitorum, or 
their thece, to be injured : the permanent 
effects of this injury will be a contraction 
of the flexors their antagoniſts. Suppoſe 
again, the flexors to be hurt in like manner, 
the reſult will ſtill be a contraction of the 
lingers, unleſs prevented by a proper treat- 
ment. Theſe effects, which frequently 
follow conſiderable injuries of the muſcles, 
as well as of their tendons, are ſeldom 
perceived till ſome conſiderable time after 
the primary ſymptoms are abated, and the 
caſe relinquiſhed. The afore- mentioned 
contraction proceeds by very ſlow degrees, 
till at length the fingers or toes become 
cloſe ſhut, or the knee or elbow contracted 
into an acute angle. The reaſon why the 
effects in both inſtances are thus ſimilar, is 
obviouſly owing to the greater ſtrength 
and power which the flexors have over the 
Qo 2 extenſors 


284 MEMOIRS of the 


extenſors in general ; ſo that whenever the 
former are injured, or the latter weakened, 
the contracting power of the ſtronger is 
always increaſed in proportion to the dif. 
parity of thoſe powers. In fine, it may 
be concluded from the ſtructure of the 
articulations, as well as from the muſcles, 
that the extenſors, eſpecially thole of the 
extremities, do little more than reinſtate 
the member, after it has been acted upon 
by its flexors. : 


Mrs. , houſekeeper to Mr. P——, 
bruiſed the palm of her hand with a peſtil 
in pounding ſpices; when the ſwelling 
and pain ſubſided, a little knot was per- 
ceived to remain: this was looked upon 
as of no conſequence, and the ſurgeon 
quitted the patient as well. Some time 
afterwards, the ring finger began to grow 
crooked, and in the ſpace of a few years, 
has contracted itſelf cloſe in the palm; 
the other three fingers are now much bent, 
and threaten the ſhutting up of the whole 
hand. At the place afore- mentioned, the 
{kin, tendons, and their thece, are firmly 
united, 
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united, and are ſeen to move together in 
the little remaining motions of contraction: 
in a word, her right hand is now altogether 
uſeleſs, and does diſhonour to the art we 
profeſs ; both which might have been pre- 
vented by an early dzagnoſis, and a long 


continued counteraction of their propenſity 
to contraction. 


We meet with many diſorders properly 
chirurgical, which admit only of a palliative 
cure, and others that are in their own nature 
abſolutely incurable. Here the prognofes, 
though a painful and mortifying taſk, be- 
comes as neceſſary to be predicted, as in other 
more agreeable and fortunate caſes. But this 
prognoſis which reſults from the diagnoſis, 
as an inference from a certain axiom, and 
which we are obliged in almoſt every in- 
ſtance not only to form to ourſelves, but 
to communicate to the patient or his friends, 
requires the greateſt caution and prudence, 
If we foreſee the diſeaſe will turn out fatal, 
a limb remain deformed, or a part continue 
uſeleſs, we are under the neceſſity of mak- 
ing a ſuitable prediction; but if this be 

done 


2866 MEMOIRS of the 


done ſuddenly or abruptly, we give a 
{hock, which will rebound upon ourſelves. 
If it be not clearly expreſſed, we are liable 
to have our words miſtaken or perverted ; 
and if not delivered to a proper perſon, in 
whom we may confide and truſt, as our ſub- 
ſtantial evidence; either of the aforeſaid 
events will at length be reflected on the care. 
leſſneſs or incapacity of the ſurgeon. 


The conſtricted Oefophagus, a diſorder 
which of late years occurs, I believe more 
frequently than formerly, 1s one of this claſs. 
It 1s abſolutely incurable, except in an early 
ſtate, and before an ulcer commences ; or, 
in other words, wlillt the contraction of the 
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(0 ö tube is yet ſimple, with no other thickneſs 
| 15 or folidity, than what ariſes from its texture 
4 being compriſed in a leſs ſpace than before. 
12 J have been conſulted in at leaſt forty cafes 


of this kind within the laſt twenty years, 
and whatever be the cauſe, whether the 
{wallowing hot, ſcalding, or ſpirituous li- 
quors, from accident or habit, which I 
think not improbable: its ſeat is nine 
times out of ten in that part of the canal 

where 
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where it adheres to the back of the thy- 
roid cartilage. In this ſtage a daily in- 
troduction of the bougie, the ſize of which 
ſnould be gradually increaſed, and frequent- 
ly ſwallowing pills, and at laſt boluſes, of 
butter and boiled fat, will by degrees dilate 
the tube in that part. I lately cured a 
caſe in this ſtate of the diſeaſe, in which 
Mr. Elſe was concerned with me. There 
are ſome now living, who have been well 
ſeveral years, from the ſame mode of treat- 
ment. I have examined ſeveral, who died 
in conſequence of this ſimple ſtate of the 
diſorder without the leaſt ulceration, the 
tube being ſo entirely cloſed as not to ad- 
mit the ſmalleſt probe; but when the part 
ulcerates, its cylindrical form is perverted, 
and /acculi are formed, &. death mult 
inevitably follow. The ulcer in ſome in- 
ſtances erodes the t/yro:d and cricoid carti- 
lages or the aſheria arteria, or elle it pene · 
trates laterally through the coats of the gala, 
through which the food and drink attempt- 
ed to be ſwallowed make their way, and 
ſuddenly put an end to the patient's miſery. 
I have opened ſeveral where theſe effects, 


with 
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with ſome others, were truly apparent, and 
have a drawing of one with a large hole in 
the ſide of the Oeſophiagus, through which 
the food eſcaped into the thorax. I was 
concerned about a year ſince, with Dr. 
Hunter, in a remarkable caſe of this kind, 
which I believe he will publiſh in the next 
volume of Medical Obſervations. 


There is another mortal diſeaſe which 
I do not find deſcribed in any writings that 

have occurred in my reading. It is an 
ulcer in the ventricles of the larynx, ac- 
companied with a remarkable hoarſeneſs, 
and perpetual irritation at the top of the 
windpipe, which excites a cough : nothing 
abates this hoarſeneſs, or cough ; there is 
no pain, or ſoreneſs in the lungs; it com- 
mences in ſome who are otherwile in perfect 
health, and continues ſome years before it 
brings them to extremities. The cough in 
time expels real pus, which increaſes more 
and more; the patient becomes hettic, and 
dies. The Rev. Mr. Skinner, Mr. Draper, 
Mr. Phipps, with ſeveral others, have fallen 
victims to this diſeaſe within theſe laſt five 
years. 
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years. I have now a patient with Dr. 
Smith, who 1s not likely to live long, and 
whom J hope his friends will permit me to 
examine after death : I ſhould think myſelf 
happy in a permiſſion, which could not be 
obtained in any of the above-mentioned 
inſtances : I am, however, already con- 
vinced of the reality and locality of this 
fatal diſeaſe. In ſuch unfortunate and 
miſerable cafes, the prognoſis is the ſur- 
geon's only ſecurity ; 1t 1s his entrenchment 
againſt the ſecret aſſaſſin, or the open ene- 
mies of his reputation. 


Strictures of the wrethra and other tu- 
bular parts, as they are frequently the 
ſubject of our attention and employment, 
demand a ſuitable prognofis. Thele moſt 
commonly occupy the membranous part of 
the urethra, or ariſe from a {ſwelling and 
inflammation of the proſtrate gland ; and 
though they are ſeated in the poſterior 
part of that tube, admit of a palliative, 
and ſometimes a laſting cure, by the bougie. 
But there are others anterior to theſe, 
in ſituation ſtill more fatal in their con- 

Vol. I. P p {equences, 
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ſequences, if not well attended to, and at 
the beſt admit only of a very diſagreeable, 
as well as palliative cure. I mean obſtruc- 
tions anterior to the bulb, and where the 
corpus ſpongioſum urethra is affected. Theſe 
never admit of a perfect cure; and if the 
bougie is not conſtantly uſed, the part, how- 
ever diſtended, will cloſe in a ſhort ſpace 
of time; they mult therefore never be left 
off during life. I have been called to ſeveral 
with a total ſupprefſion of urine from this 
cauſe, the urethra being cloſed up, ſo that 
the ſmalleſt probe could not be paſſed ; and 
have relieved them by opening the urethra 
above the ſtricture. This opening alſo de- 
mands the perpetual and conſtant uſe of 
the bougie, which would otherwiſe be lia- 
ble to cloſe up entirely. Was it neceſſary, 
I could give the hiſtory of ſeveral caſes 
in perſons now living, otherwiſe well in 
health, in confirmation of this aflertion. 


Another cauſe of obſtruction, is ſtones 
lodged in the wrethra; their general ſeat is 
about an inch above the frenum, and 
ſometimes cauſe an entire ſuppreſſion of 

urine, 
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urine. I ſhould not have mentioned this 
diſorder, ſo obvious one wonld think to 
the moſt curſory obſerver, was it not that 
the puncture of the bladder was lately per- 
formed for a ſuppreſſion, when the only 
cauſe was a ſtone ſeated in this part, the 
extraction of which by inciſion, or cutting 
the urethra above the obſtruction, would 
have effectually relieved the patient, who 
died in conſequence of the aforeſaid punc- 
ture. About three weeks ſince, a young 
man came with a total ſuppreſſion of urine, 
from a rough mulberry ſtone lodged in the 
part above-mentioned : the corpus ſhongio- 
ſum urethra and glans penis were ſo much 
{welled as not to admit the probe into the 
urethra ; but the ſtone was aſcertained by 
the finger ſufficiently to authoriſe cutting 
upon it, by which means it was extracted, 
though not without great difficulty, owing 
to its rough jagged ſurfaces. It may be 
here remarked, that the inſtrument in- 
vented by Dr. Hales, can never be uſed 
with ſucceſs for ſtones of this kind; but J 
have tried it with ſueceſs once or twice where 
they were ſmooth and equal. 
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I ſhall cloſe theſb Obſervations with a 
caſe which has frequently occurred to my 
notice, of which, however, I have never 
yet met with any true account in chirurgi- 
cal writers. It concerns the abductor and 
extenſor. minor pollicis, chiefly of the 
right hand; it is generally produced by 
that kind of fighting called boxing, though 
it ſometimes happens from other cauſes.— 
A man who had been long ill of a fever, 
took a trowel in his hand to ſcoop out a 
ſmall parcel of ſoft ſoap from a tub; he 
felt a pain and kind of crack on the inſide 
of his fore arm, the part {ſwelled a little, 
and he became unable to uſe his thumb, or 
indeed his hand, without great pain. When 
he came to me, which was about ten days 
afterwards, I found the muſcles afore-men- 
tioned, which run obliquely over the ra- 
dius, elevated above their proper ſitus; they 
ſenſibly grated when the thumb was ex- 
tended or abducted. I concluded, as I 
had before done, that theſe muſcles were 
in part torn from their origin, and that the 
grating ſenſation was occaſioned by their 
lools fibres rubbing over the bone; I 

ordered, 
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ordered, as uſual, the thumb to be kept 
in a ſtate of extenfion, and bound down 
the muſcles. This proceſs was continued 
for a fortnight, which I have ever found 
long enough for their adheſion, and he is 
now well, Whatever motion extends theſe 
muſcles beyond their natural capacity of 
elongation, will produce the ſame effect, 
for which the above method will always be 
found an effettual remedy. 


What enables us to form a juſt diagnoſis 
renders us capable of giving a right prog- 
noſes ; whilſt both are equally neceſſary to 
make us honourable, as well as ſucceſsful, 
in our profeſſion, 
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AST1CL . 
A Caſe of a Head-Ach attended with uncom- 


mon Symptoms: By THomas HENR, 
F. R. S. C. M. S. Member of the Aukx- 
AICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, held 
at PHILADELPHIA, and Secretary to the 
LiTERARY and PHILOSOPHICAL So— 
CIETY of MANCHESTER, 


Read May 10, 1779. 


HE methods of which Nature ſome- 
times makes ule to relieve herſelf from 
any noxious matter, and to depoſite it out 
of the road of the circulation, are ſo very 
inexplicable, that we are by no means able 
to follow her in her operations, nor to diſ- 
cover by what ſecret powers ſhe expels the 
enemy from her quarters; it is however 
curious, and may not be totally uſeleſs, to 
trace her ſteps, as far as our limited facul- 
ties will permit, and to obſerve the efforts 
ſhe makes; as theſe obſervations may at 
leaſt teach us that %% may ſucceſsfully 
exert herſelf, where art proves inſufficient, 
As the following caſe is an uncommon in- 
ſtance 
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tance of ſuch exertion, I preſume to ſub- 
mit it to the inſpection of the Medical 
Society ; and I hope I ſhall not be deemed 
prolix, in relating ſome previous circum- 
ſtances, which may lead to the better un- 
derſtanding of that which is the more im- 
mediate ſubject of this paper. 


Mr. Nathan Sandford, of Burnage, near 
Mancheſter, of a thin habit of body, ſub- 
ject to an habitual cough from his infancy, 
and to glandular tumours of his neck, 
which were diſperſed without ſuppura- 
tion, had, in other reſpects, enjoyed a 
tolerable ſhare of health, till the month 
of February 1759. He was then about 
twenty-four years of age, and, having rid- 
den late at night on a journey, he had the 
misfortune to lie in a damp bed at Fenny- 
Stratford. Towards morning he fell into 
a profuſe ſweat, and in that ſituation im- 
prudently got up, and purſued his journey, 
without changing his linen. In a few hours 
he became extremely hoarſe, and, as the 
day advanced, a ſevere fever and peripneu- 
mony ſeized him, With difficulty he ar- 


rived 
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„ rived at Thame in Oxfordſhire; where, 
77 having received every medical aſſiſtance, 
5 which the ſkill of that excellent phyſician, 
il the late Dr. Lewis, of Oxford, could afford 
*M him, a critical eruption, of the eryſipelat- 
41 ous kind, in both legs, attended with con- 
9 ſiderable ſwelling, removed his fever and 
15 dyſpnæa; and as ſoon as his ſtrength was 
ial ſufficiently reſtored, he returned home, and 
: we recovered his uſual Rate of health, 
oY In November following, having occaſion 
. to travel into the ſame country again, he 
1 was attacked one day with a violent vomit- 
"a ing, which was ſucceeded by an eryſipelat- 
. ous tumour of his left cheek, the progrels - 
"ip of which was moſt quick and alarming. 
00 ? He arrived that evening at his old lodgings 
| 1 at Thame; and an apothecary, after bleed- 
Fi ing and other proper evacuations, ordered 
TT fomentations to the part, which, though 
0 applied ſo hot that the nurſe could not 
18 N bear to wring out the flannels without lap- 
Fx ping them in a cloth, excited not the leaſt 


of 
3 


— —— Ms 
- 
N 
* pi 5 


ſenſation in the patient. The diſeaſe now 
occupied his whole face and head, and 
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a gangrene was apprehended. Dr. Lewig 
was again conſulted, and directed more 
blood to be taken away ; and, ſo very ur- 
gent Were the ſymptoms, that, in the ſpace 
of twenty-four hours, he loſt forty-eight 
ounces of blood. An alteration, which 
was made in the fomentation, occaſioned 
ſome degree of feeling, the ſwelling gra- 
dually ſubſided, and in about three weeks 
he came into Lancaſhire, where, exactly 
at ſix weeks diſtance from the day the ery- 
ſipelas firſt appeared, he had a ſecond, 
though milder attack of it, and a third, 
ſtill more gentle, at the very ſame period 
of time from the ſecond. 


The parotid and ſubmaxillary glands 
now grew enlarged and painful, and, at laſt, 
ſuppurated in April 1761. That ſummer 
he was ſent to bathe in, and drink, the ſea- 
water : the ulcers healed, and his health 
was ſo much improved, that he married 
before the concluſion of that ſeaſon. For 
ſeveral ſucceſſive years, a cough, loſs of 
appetite, and other conſumptive ſymptoms, 
viſited him, with increaſed force, each 

Vol. I. *F ſpring; 
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ſpring ; yet they generally yielded in ſome 
degree, to phlebotomy, nitrous medicines, 
elixir of vitriol, &c. and were always ſuc- 
ceeded, as the weather grew warmer, by a 
ſcorbutic eruption and ſwelling of his legs, 
which were looked for impatiently, as a 
favourable omen of the departure of his 
other complaints. 


In April 1770, his uſual train of ſymp- 
toms made their appearance; but nature 
now ſeemed to have forgot to afford her 
accuſtomed aid. His cough was more ſe— 
vere than in former ſprings; he complained 
of great ſoreneſs and ſtricture of his breaſt, 
which being attended with hectic heats and 
conſiderable loſs of ſtrength, threatened a 
fatal termination. Though he had for- 
merly lived freely, the ſmalleſt quantity of 
any fermented or ſpirituous liquor now in- 
toxicated and inflamed him. Venæſection, 
a perpetual bliſter, demulcents, and his 
uſual medicines were tried in vain ; when, 
in the beginning of June, having been 
perſuaded by one of his neighbours to 
drink a {mall draught of ale, a ſudden 


hemorrhage 


Medical Society of London. 299 


hæmorrhage proceeded from the noſe, 
which had continued for ſome hours before 
I ſaw him. Blood was taken from his arm, 
and the diſcharge from his noſtrils reſtrain- 
ed by paſling tents up them dipped in the 
lixivium martis a little diluted. Though 
his blood was covered with a buff coat, 
yet as the texture underneath was looſe, he 
took freely of a decoction of Peruvian 
bark and tincture of roſes, to each doſe of 
which ten or twelve drops of lixiuium mar- 
tis were added, care being taken to keep 
his body ſufhciently open. The bleeding 
returned again next day but one, and, 
though not very profuſe, continued with 
little intermiſhon twenty-three hours; but 
was at laſt ſtopped by the ſame methods. 
He was greatly reduced by the loſs of 
lo much blood; yet his cough abated, 
the ſoreneſs and tightneſs of his breaſt 
in a great meaſure left him, and he paſſed 
the autumn and winter, though in a very 
valetudinary ſtate, yet free from any im- 
mediately alarming ſymptoms. 


His conſumptive complaints returned, 
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in the ſpring of the enſuing year, with re- 


doubled violence, before he had totally re- 


covered from the ſhock he had received the 
preceding ſummer. On my urging him to 
call in further advice, he conſented to con- 
ſult Dr. Kay, a judicious and very worthy 
phyſician of this town, by whoſe ſkilful 
treatment of him he obtained ſome relief. 
But tired, and imagining every thing to be 
in vain, he determined to give himſelf a 
truce from all medicines. In a few weeks 
he recovered a better ſtate of health than 
could have been expected; but he came 
on the 20th of July to inform me of 
an uncommon pain in his head, which at- 
tacked him every night as he lay down in 
bed, and ſometimes infeſted him in the 
day, at irregular hours. The deſcription 
he gave me of 1t was as follows : 


At its firſt coming on, it fixed in fo 
mall a ſpace that he could cover it with 
the end of his finger. The ſeat of it was 
in the lower part of the coronal ſuture, 
about an inch above the os ſþhenordes ; and 
he ſhewed me a vacuity or chaſm, about an 

| inch 
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inch long and one-ſixth of an inch broad, 
in the courſe of the ſuture, which he ſeem- 
ed certain was not pre- exiſtent to his head- 
ach; as he judged it impoſſible it could 
have eſcaped his notice, having always 
ſhaved himſelf, While the pain, which 
was exceſſively acute and lancinating, re- 
mained here, the part was puffed up like 
an inflated bladder, for about the ſize of an 
half-crown piece, and the temporal artery 
appeared tenſe, like a diſtended cord. From 
hence it removed to the proceſſus condy- 
loꝛdes, and, while it remained there, occa- 
ſioned a convulſive motion of the lower 
jaw; it then changed its ſituation to an 
inch and half below the angle of that bone, 
and after ſome duration in that point he 
became ſuddenly and totally eaſy. He 
had laboured under theſe complaints during 
three weeks. 


On the giſt of July he called on me 
again, and gave me the following account : 
That his breath had had an unuſually dif 
agreeable and earthy ſmell, which com- 
menced ſome days after the pain in his 
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head firſt begun, and, that as he was ſitting 
in his own houſe, the day after his former 
viſit to me, without any previous fit of 
coughing or retching, he was ſuddenly in 
danger of ſuffocation by ſomething falling 
into the Oeſophagus, where it ſtuck. With 
conſiderable efforts, he ſpat up a ſolid 
angular ſubſtance, above the ſize of the 
end of his thumb, conſiſting of a hard 
brown and white matter, the latter of 
which on being preſſed fell into a dry 
powder. The whole was covered with a 
greentſh mucus, and reſembled exactly in 
ſmell the tor which had affected his 
breath for ſeveral - preceding days, and 
which now immediately ceaſed. He had 
felt no pain the day before this happen- 
ed, nor had it returned ſince that time. 
On my examining the ſeeming deficiency 
in the ſuture, he complained of intolera- 
able uneaſineſs from the preſſure of my 
finger, which he ſaid ſeemed to affect the 
internal part of his head. I was much 
diſappointed that he had not reſerved the 
above ſubſtance for my inſpection. 


On 
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On the 8th of Auguſt, he had a ſlight 
return of the pain in his head, which laſted 
about two minutes; he then perceived 
ſomething to fall into his throat, which he 
ſoon diſcharged, and proved to be ſimilar 
to what he had before parted with, but in 
{maller quantity, and broken into ſeveral 
fragments. His pain inſtantly ceaſed, but a 
numbneſs continued in the fide of his head 
and face, for ſeveral hours, both after this 
and the preceeding evacution. I have exa- 
mined this matter with a good microſcope ; 
the white part appeared to be calcareous, 
the brown to be mucus hardened and adhe- 
ring to the other. The ſmell was like that of 
bones, which have been long buried in the 
earth, on their being expoſed to the air. 
The white matter ſtrongly fermented with 
' ſpirit of vitriol, but the brown occaſioned 
no efferveſcence with the acid. The vacu- 
ity in the cranium was much diminiſhed, 
when I ſaw him two days after this event; 
and he could then bear me to preis upon 
the integuments, without ſuffering any 
conſequent pain, | 
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From this time he had no further return 
of his pain, during many months; and he 
acquired ſuch a degree of ſtrength as to be 
able to attend to the buſineſs of his farm, 
and even to ride thirty miles a day on horſe- 
back: and had I not been witneſs to the 
many viciſſitudes of his conſtitution, I 
ſhould have entertained hopes of the re- 
eſtabliſhment of his health. But in Janu- 
ary 1772, his cough again became worſe; 
convulſive ſpaſms ſometimes attacked his 
head andneck ; his ſtomach rejected almoſt 
every kind of food; and, often, the only 
liquor which it would retain, was rum, un- 
mixed with water: he alſo complained of 
a ſenſe of contraction in that organ. 
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After having lingered in this miſerable 
ſituation till the beginning of April 1773. 
death at laſt put a period to his ſufferings. 
He had always expreſſed to me a deſire of 
having his body opened, after his deceaſe; 
but, from ſome cauſe or other, I received 
no intimation of his death, till the evening 
preceding his funeral. 


During 
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During his laſt illneſs, he had a flight 
return of his head-ach, and again ſpat up 


a ſubſtance, ſimilar to that I have before 
deſcribed. 


Several difficulties occur in attempting to 
account for the above ſingular appearances. 
In the firſt place, it may be aſked, was there a 
tranſlation of matter from the lungs to the 
brain, or its meninges; and ſuppoſing that 
to be the caſe, would 1t not have pro- 
duced more alarming ſymptoms? Of 
what nature was the ſubſtance he evacu- 
ated, and where could it have lodged, pre- 
vious to its diſcharge ? He had no ſenſe 
of uneaſineſs, or obſtruction in the frontal 
ſinuſes; nor about the noſe nor fauces. 
_ Whence arole the vacuity in the ſutura co- 
ronalis? Is it probable that there had been 
a ſolution of the bone from ſome acrimo- 
nious matter, which had been gradually 
ablorbed, or immediately carried through 
the ſhhienoidal ſinus to the naſal, and ſo 
depoſited in the cellular membrane behind 
the velum palati? Or was it formed 
without any diſeaſe in the crantum or its 
Vol. I. Nr contents; 
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contents ; and did the head-ach ariſe from 
the irritation of this extraneous body 
wherever ſituated, antecedent to its falling 
into the Oeſophagus? And in this caſe, 
might not the violence of the pain occa- 
ſion a ſeparation of the ſuture, ſo as to 
produce the chaſm I have mentioned, with- 
out any loſs of ſubſlance ? 


— 


ARTICLE Al. 


Caſe of Angina Pectoris: By EDWARD 
JorunsToONE, M. D. Fellow of the Royal 
MEDICAL SOCIETY of EDINBURGH, 
and Payſiciam to tlie GENERAL HosSPITAL 
at BIRMINGHAM. Communucated by Dr. 
LETTSOM. 


Read October 2, 1786. 


SIMEkINs, aged fifty, of a robuſt 
habit of body, who had in the former 
part of his life been in a ſituation much 
ſuperior to his preſent one of an Iron— 
Caſter, and lived very irregularly, came 
to me, May 26, 1785. He complained 
of 
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of ſharp pain exactly under the middle of 
the ſternum upon quick motion, and eſpe- 
cially on going up hill, which gradually 
extended internally through the breaſt, on 
each ſide down the arms to the wriſts 
(where he had a ſenſation ſimilar to that 
occaſioned by an electrical ſhock, or as if 
it was breaking) and fo out of the ends of 
his fingers, attended with violent palpita- 
tion of the heart and difficult reſpiration. 
Paroxilſms of this kind occurred frequently 
in the courſe of a day, and laſted from a 
quarter of an hour to an hour, and ſome- 
times an hour and a half, and then left 
him free from complaint except weakneſs 
and tremor of his hands. He had been 
affected about two months, at firſt perceiv- 
ing only ſlight palpitation of the heart and 
difficulty of reſpiration on going up hill; 
but from that time the paroxiſms gradually 
increaſed to their preſent ſtate : body in 
general regular, and water in uſual quan- 
tity ; pulſe, except during the paroxiſms, 
natural. I ſent him to the hoſpital near 
this town, and ordered the following me- 
dicines, | 
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R Afefetid. It 
Camphor, ) 
Extract. cicut. If 
Syr. Balſam. g. s. F. pil. xxiv. 
Cap. iv. bis in die. Full Diet, 


May 29. The paroxiſms have been leſs 
frequent ſince he came into the houſe, but 
he hath uſed little exerciſe. 


On beginning to doſe, he frequently 
ſtarts up, from a ſenſe of riſing in his throat 
and palpitation of the heart, eſpecially 
after taking a full meal.—His legs begin 
to ſwell at the ancle towards the evening, 
but his water is in proper quantity. 


June 3. The paroxiſms now laſt only 
ten minutes. 


June 14. Fits have gradually got ſlighter, 
and laſt for a ſhorter time; hath not had 
one ſince the 11th. 


June 17, Walked upwards of fix miles 
yeſterday, 
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yeſterday, and felt only a very ſlight return 


of his complaint. 


June 25. Had a very ſhort paroxiſm 
laſt night, which 1s the only one he hath 
felt for ſome time, notwithſtanding he hath 
walked out every day.—Made out-patient. 


He came about three weeks afterwards 
and informed me that he had had ſome 
{light returns of his diſorder, and that his 
legs continued to [well at night. I ordered 
Fol. Digital. Purpur. ficcat gr. unam, to 
be added to the evening-dole of his pills; 
and by the uſe of this for a few days the 
ſwelling entirely ſubſided, and he continued 
ſo free from complaint as to be able to 
return to his buſineſs, 


Birmingham, Aug. 28, 
1786, 


ARTICLE 
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AST1VLE XI. 


Of the Efficacy of the Hyolcyamus, or Hen- 
bane, in certain Caſes of Inſanity : By 
A. FoTHERGILL, M. D. F. R. S. &c. of 
BAT H. Communicated to Dr. LETTSOM. 


Read October 2, 1786. 
1 to your requeſt, I now 


ſend for your peruſal, ſome account 
of the effects of the Hyoſcyamus, which I 
obſerved during a few trials of 1t ſeveral 
vears ago, and which were minuted down 
at the time they occurred. 


John Wills, aged fifty-three, of a cor- 
pulent habit, and ſwarthy complexion, 
deſtined to a ſedentary occupation, having 
met with misfortunes, devoted himſelf to 
grief and ſolitude, His mind being filled 
with gloomy and diſtreſsful apprehenſions 
concerning a future ſtate; he fancied him- 
ſelf haunted by ghoſts and ſpectres, and 
conſidered himſelf as an object of divine 
vengeance. 


* 


He 
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He became penſive, timorous, and ſuſ- 
picious, {ſometimes ſullen, and morofe, 
threatening violence to himſelf and others; 
till, at length, the diſeaſe having terminated 
in a ſettled, and confirmed melancholy, 
confinement became abſolutely neceſſary. 
At the lunar periods, the ſymptoms gene- 
rally increaſed, but not conſtantly. During 
his lucid intervals, he would ſometimes 
converſe rationally, complaining of a ſevere 
cramp about the region of the ſtomach, at- 
tended with obſtinate watching, inquietude, 
flatulency, and conſtipation. None of his 
anceſtors had been known to be affected 
with inſanity. 


Being not eaſily moved by medicines, I 
ordered him a ſtrong emetic of antimonial 
vine to be taken in the evening, followed 
by a briſk cathartic of ſoluble tartar the 
next morning, both which operated very 
freely. Theſe were ſucceeded by an anti- 
monial diaphoretic combined with cam- 
phire and opium, laxatives being occaſion- 
ally interpoled. Veneſection allo in the 
ſaphena was performed a little before the 
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full moon. By this method the pain of 
his ſtomach was relieved, but the maniacal 
affetion remained unabated, and continued 
to reſiſt the moſt approved remedies. I 
reſolved, however, to try other powerful 
medicines of the narcotic claſs, and there- 
fore had recourſe to the Henbane l. 


The plant being in full vigour, a quan- 
tity of the expreſſed juice was expoſed, 
in a flat earthen veſſel, to the ſolar rays. 
The ſun being very powerful, having juſt 
entered the ſummer ſolſtice, ſoon evapo- 
rated the aqueous parts, and reduced the 
remainder to the conſiſtence of an extract, 
ſuitable to the form of pills“. 


4 Hyoſcyamus niger foliis amplexicaulibus, ſinuatis, 
floribus ſeſſilibus. Linnæi Spec. Plant. 257. 


In like manner, I have repeatedly prepared the Ex- 
tract of Hemlock, and cannot help conſidering it as 
a conſiderable improvement in the proceſs, which is 
equally applicable to other inſpiſſated juices. It not 
only avoids all danger of Empyreuma, but alſo yields an 
extract of ſuperior activity. Whether the extract thus 
prepared imbibes ſome new property, or acquires ſome 


additional virtue from the ſun-beams, muſt be left to 
future obſervation. 


I ordered 
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I ordered a pill compoſed of five graing 
of this extract to be adminiſtered morning 
and evening, which agreed well, but pro- 
duced no ſenſible effect, except that of a 
mild diuretic. 'The week following it was 
directed to be increaſed gradually to fifteen 
grains a day, with a ſuitable doſe of aloe- 
tic pills interpoſed occaſionally to prevent 
coſtiveneſs. The extract continued to ope- 
rate as a diuretic; his nights became more 
compoſed; he no longer ſtarted on hearing 
the door opened, or attempted to conceal 
himſelf when a ſtranger approached. It 
was increaſed daily till he reached thirty 
grains a day, when it begun to occaſion a 
{light giddineſs, and propenſity to ſleep, 
but the ſymptoms of melancholy abated : 
he reſted better, and begun to converſe 
with more compoſure. The extract was 
further increaſed ; but when he arrived at 
forty grains a day, the giddineſs and ſopo- 
rific diſpoſition conſiderably increaſed, and 
denoted an over-doſe, which obliged me 
to deſcend to thirty grains a day, which 
he bore without inconvenience, and all the 
ſymptoms became more favourable. His 


timidity, and apprehenſions of evil ſpirits, 
Vol. 1. S forſook 
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—— 


forſook him, and his countenance began to 

aſſume a more cheerful and ſerene aſpect. 

After taking the extract about ſix weeks, 

he appeared to be perfectly reſtored ; how- 

ever, it was continued a fortnight longer, 

when he returned to his buſineſs, and after- 
wards aſſiſted in the harveſt, and I had 

ſome time after, the ſatisfaction to hear 
that he continued to enjoy the mens ſana 

in corpore ſano, without any ſymptom of 
relaple. 
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Having from this unexpected ſucceſs, 
conceived a very favourable idea of the 
virtues of Henbane, I afterwards gave it 
m a caſe of the puerperal mania, and 
with ſimilar advantage. The manaical 
ſymptoms were wont to come on ſoon after 
delivery, but yielded in a few weeks to 
this medicine, and that repeatedly after 
two ſucceeding deliveries. The extract 
ought to be prepared freſh every ſeaſon, 
according to the proceſs already mentioned, 
and carefully preſerved in a cloſe veſſel, 
otherwiſe it ſoon loſes its efficacy. And 
it is neceſſary to obſerve, that where theſe 
precautions have been neglected, it has ſince 

entirely 
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entirely failed in certain maniacal affections, 
though given in full doſes. Whether this 
was owing wholly to the inefficacy of the 
remedy, or the diſeaſe being hereditary 
(a circumſtance too often induſtriouſly con- 
cealed even from the phyſician) I will not 
preſume to determine ; but I am free to 
acknowledge that I have never yet been ſo 
fortunate as to ſee a ſingle inſtance of a 
real hereditary mania ever perfectly cured 
by this, or any other medicine. 
Bath, Sept. 26, 1786. 
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AX IICLE Aa 


The Caſe of a Burn, and another of Stones 
in the Kidnmes : By STEPHEN LOWDELL, 
Surgeon, and F. M. S. 


Read April 18, 1780. 


CAsE I. | 
Of a Burn: Exemplifying the great Utility 
of Cold Applications. 


LADY, who was alone in another 
room, happened to ſet her head-dreſs 

on fire, ſhe came running for aſſiſtance 
S 3:8: into 
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into the room where I was, I tore off 
the head-dreſs as faſt as I could with my 
naked hand, and thereby burnt it to ſuch 
a degree, as to be extremely painful. Some 
oil being brought, I began to bathe my 
hand with it, and every time J applied it 
afreſh I found it give me immediate relief; 
but this relief was but momentary, which 
I attributed to the oil's getting warm by 
the extreme heat of my hand, I therefore 
plunged my hand into the pot which con- 
tained the oil, and found the burning heat 
inſtantly abate, and continued eaſy for 
much longer time than when the hand was 
only anointed with it. When the heat 
began again to increaſe, I imputed it to 
the oil, which was in contact with the hand, 
being grown warm, and therefore moved 
my hand to find ſome colder part of the 
oil, and this anſwered my expectation; for 
I found the hand kept tolerably eaſy while 
the oil remained cold: but at length, as 
the whole 'of the oil by this means began 
to loſe its coolneſs, I found my hand began 
to be more troubleſomely hot.—I was now 
fully convinced that the benefit I received 
aroſe wholly from the coldnels of the re- 

medy 3 
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medy ; I therefore ordered about two oun- 
ces of extract of ſaturn, about half a pint 
or more of oil, and a ſufficient quantity of 
oatmeal, to make a poultice, to be mixed 
together in a waſh-hand baſon. While 
this was preparing, the burning heat of 
my hand began to increaſe apace, and was 
at length almoſt intolerable. As ſoon as 
this cold poultice was ready, I buried my 
hand in it, and the pain almoſt inſtantly 
ceaſed ; I kept my hand ſtill (unmoved) 
ſome little time, and then found the burn- 
ing heat beginning again; I therefore 
moved it to a freſh place, and found freſh 
rehef, and whenever I found the burning 
beginning to increaſe, I moved it afreſh, 
and always found the ſame relief; I conti- 
nued ſo to do a full hour or more, at the 
end of which time finding I could keep my 
hand {till a conſiderable time without any 
uneaſy ſenſe of burning, I wrapt it up in a 
quantity of the ſame poultice and went to 
bed: I ſoon fell aſleep, ſlept all night with- 
out any ſenſe of pain, and when I awoke 
in the morning was perfectly eaſy. Upon 
taking off the poultice, I found two ſmall 
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veſications on the ſide of one of my fingers; 
but having no ſoreneſs, and being rather 
ſiliquous than turged, I did not open them. 
Being perfectly eaſy when the poultice had 
been off ſome time, I applied nothing 
either to the hand or finger, and went 
abroad with only my glove on it, and 
never after felt the leaſt uneafineſs in 
either; what little lymph was in the veſi- 
cations was ſpontaneouſly abſorbed, and 
diſappeared within two days. 


Burns and Scalds are ſome of thoſe kind 
of accidents in which an early application 
of the remedy 1s of the utmoſt importance : 
an inflant application may prevent the worſt 
of conſequences; half an hour, or leſs 


time loſt in ſome caſes of this kind, may 


render the beſt remedies of little or no 
uſe.—I cannot therefore conclude this caſe 
without earneſtly recommending the moſt 
ſpeedy applications, and that whatever cold 
remedies are uſed in theſe caſes, they ſhould 
be ſo often renewed as to be kept always 
cold to the affected part till the burning 


heat ceaſes, 


CASE 
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CasE II. 
Of Stones in the Kidmes, 


1 — F——, ſpinſter, was a 
long time afflicted with a complaint 
which ſeemed confined to the urinary blad- 
der ; ſhe had much pain there, and voided 
a turbid urine, which was ſuppoſed to be 
owing to a purulent or mucous matter 
mixed with the urine; and theſe complaints 
were attributed to an ulcer from a ſtone in 
the bladder. She was ſearched ſeveral dif- 
ferent times, and by different ſurgeons, for 
ſatisfaction 1n this point, but no itone was 
ever diſcovered. She was under my care 
ſeveral months, and afterwards was a con- 
ſiderable time in Guy's Hoſpital, but never 
found any relief. She died at the age of 
twenty-ſix, and I was permitted to open 
the dead body, in order to ſearch for the 
diſeale, There was no {tone in the blad- 
der, no ulcer, nor any viſible diſeaſe of 
that viſcus. I then examined the kidnies, 
and found in each a very large ſtone, 
branched 
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branched out into a very irregular ſhape ; 
theſe ſtones were both of nearly the ſame 
ſhape and ſize, and weighed about one 
ounce each, Troy weight. They poſſeſſed, 
and wholly filled, or, perhaps, may juſtly 
be ſaid to have more than filled the nfun- 
dibulum and whole pelvis of the kidnies : 
the part indeed which occupied the infun- 
dibulum was perhaps not larger than the 
natural capacity of that cavity, but the 
part which occupied the pelvrs extended 
into the finuſes of the pelvis and tubu- 
lar ſubſtance of the kidmes, and diſtend- 
ed them to a ſize far beyond their natu- 
ral capacities; by this means the ſtones 
were ſo incarcereted in the kidnies as to 
Tender it impoſſible to extract them with- 
out dividing the kidnies through their whole 
length. In the pelvis of the right kidney 
was allo found a quantity of a purulent 
kind of matter; but upon a careful exami- 
nation I could not find any ulceration, 
abraſion, ſinus, or loſs of ſubſtance. In 
the left kidney there was none of this 
kind of matter, and the whole ſurface of 
the 2 and ſubſtance of the kidney ap- 

peared 
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peared ſound as the right. The ſtone 
found in the left kidney I gave to that 
moſt ingenious anatomiſt Mr. J. Elſe, ſur- 
geon of St. Thomas's Hoſpital, lately de- 
ceaſed; the other I have the pleaſure to be 
able to ſhew to you, but not in the per- 
fection I could wiſh, for having been in 
careleſs or rude hands, that which was at 
firſt one complete ſtone, 1s now broken 
into ſeveral fragments, and perhaps ſome 


part loſt. 


The above patient never made any com- 
plaint that could induce me to ſuſpett the 
diſeaſe lay in the kidnies, or indeed that 
there was any diſeaſe there. Her pain was 
always confined to the lower part of the 
abdomen. The matter that was found in the 
right kidney was traceable to the bladder, 
and therefore I think the kidney muſt be ſup- 
poled to be the fountain which ſupplied it; 
but as there was no ulceration 1n the kidney, 
this matter could not be properly called 
purulent, but only that kind of matter 
which 1s ſecreted by glandular parts when 
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they are in a diſeafed ſtate : inſtances of 
which we have in other glandular parts. 


From this caſe we muſt ſee, that if this 
cale had been known to have been ſtones 
in the kidnies, lithotomy could have given 
no relief, how ſafely and dexterouſly ſoever 


the operator might have cut his way to the 
ſeat of the diſeaſe. 
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; ARTICLE AV. 
* Caſe of a young Lady who ſwallowed a 
i | Knife, unattended with any diſagreeable 
. Conſeguences: By WILLIAM WHEELER, 
45 Apothecary to the MAOGDALEN-HOsSPI“ 
3 TAL, and F. M. S. (Plate III. fig. 1.) 


Read December go, 1776. 


A YOUNG lady, about nine years of 
age, being at play with a ſmall knife 
in her mouth, accidentally ſwallowed it. 


The knife when claſped, meaſured in 
length more than two inches, and in 


breadth above half an inch, and yet paſſed 
the 
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the Oeſophagus almoſt inſenſibly; ſo much 


ſo, that the attendants were doubtful of 


its being ſwallowed, till they had made 
every ſearch for it to no purpoſe. 


Her friends being much alarmed, I was 
ſent for immediately, and found my young 
patient entirely free from pain, or appre- 
henſion. 


Though her ſituation appeared to me to 
be attended with ſome danger, I endea- 
voured to alleviate the anxiety of her 
friends, and recommending all poſſible at- 
tention to be uſed in ſearch of the knife, 
preſcribed a cooling regimen, with the uſe 
of laxative oleaginous medicines, In other 
reſpects, truſting the expulſion to nature. 


This method produced two ſtools daily, 
and yet three days elapſed without any 
diſcovery being made ; but on the morning 
of the fourth day, the knife was voided 
by ſtool, with as little pain as it had been 
ſwallowed : the young lady continued per- 


Tt 2 fectly 
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fectly eaſy, as well during the paſſage of 


the knife, as afterwards. 


Soon after the above, I was informed of 
a ſchool-boy having ſwallowed a ſmall braſs 
padlock ; aſhamed of the circumſtance, he 
did not mention it till ſome time after the 
accident, and in this interval it was proba- 
bly voided by ſtool. On inquiry, he has 
ſince aſſured me, that neither pain, or any 
other inconvenience attended the ſwallow- 
ing it, but from that time to the preſent he 
has enjoyed a perfect ſtate of health. 


The above circumſtances ſhew the poſſi- 
bility, at leaſt, of very irregular bodies, 
and even of metallic compolitions, paſling 


the inteſtinal canal without producing any 
diſagreeable effects. 


But if theſe caſes, becauſe they have ter- 
minated happily, ſhould ſeem trivial in the 
relation, let me beg the indulgence of the 
Society. 


It will ſcarcely be imagined, I mean to 
| claim 
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claim any merit in removing the cauſe of 
complaint, in the cale which came under 
my care; but reflecting on the figure of 
the ſubſtance ſwallowed, the obſtructions 
it was likely to meet with in the ſtomach 
and courſe of the inteſtines, and the tender 
age of the patient, I confeſs to have ſuffer- 
ed much anxiety for her ſafety. 


From this circumſtance, ſhould a fimilar 
accident happen in my future practice, it 
would greatly diminiſh the apprehenſions 
I ſhould otherwiſe be liable to, knowing 
the poſſibility of ſo happy a concluſion, 
And the hopes of communicating to others, 
what I am perſuaded may be of uſe to 
myſelf, have induced me to lay theſe fats 
before the Society, 


Baſinghall-Street, 
Dec. 3, 1776. 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 


Caſe of a Spaſmodic Aﬀetlion of the Eyes: 
Extracted from a Letter to J. C. LET r-. 
sou, M. D. &c. By Benjamin Say, 
Practitioner of Medicine in PHlLADEL= 
PHIA, 


Read Ottober 2, 1986. 


* the 11th of May 1784, at nine 
oclock A. M. William Scotten, a man 
of about twenty-eight years of age, made 
application to me on account of an extra- 
ordinary ſpaſmodic affection of the muſcles 
of his eyes; he wore a piece of green 
filk over the left eye, and as long as that 
remained, ſo long he was apparently well, 
and could ſee with his right eye very 
diſtinctly; but as ſoon as he removed the 
covering from the left eye, he was ſeized 
with a ſpaſmodic or convulſive motion of 
both eyes, inſomuch that the pupils were 
preternaturally turned upwards, and in- 


wards, being entirely hid from the fight 
of 


Medical Society of London. 327 


of the obſerver, at which time he was per- 
fealy blind; but as ſoon as the left eye 
was covered, the ſpaſm ceaſed, the eyes 
reſumed their natural places, and he could 
again diſtinctly ſee. This alternate effect 
of blindneſs and fight, I could cauſe to 
take place as often as I pleaſed, by un- 
covering and covering the affected eye, 
which I did many times. I tried many 
ways in order to diſcover whether there 
was not ſome deception ; but found, after 
repeated experiments, that there was ſome- 
thing remarkable in this diſorder : I que- 
ried with him a good deal concerning the 
complaint, he informed me that about 
twelve years before, he was ſeized with 
a very ſtrong epileptic fit, which laſted 
four hours, it then went off, and he was 
not troubled with any thing ſimilar for 
about four years afterwards, when it 
ſeized him again, and continued upon him 
with different ſymptoms, at intervals, for 
ſeveral years; ſometimes he would vio- 
lently clap his hands, and ſtrike at any 
thing near him, continuing during theſe 
paroxiſms in convullive motions ; at length 
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(he informed me) about two months before 
his application to me, this general ſpaſ- 
modic affection became local, attacking 
his eyes only. After examining the diſ- 
order attentively, I was induced to believe 
that the ſeat of the complaint was in the 
levator palpebræ ſuperioris of the left eye, 
and that the affection of the right, took 
place ſympathetically from that, for I found 
by covering the right eye only, that the 
ſpaſm {till continued; I therefore concluded 
that if I were right in this opinion of 
the caſe, that by applying ſomething ſeda- 
tive to the part principally affected, it 
would prove at leaſt palliative, and indeed 
would be the criterion, by which I ſhould 
aſcertain, whether in my conjectures I was 
right or wrong. The remedy I made uſe 
of was the liquid laudanum, which I ap- 
plied externally upon the. left upper eye- 
lid; I rubbed it well in for the ſpace 
of three or four minutes, keeping his eye 
ſhut during the operation ; when to my, 
and his great aſtoniſhment and ſatisfatti8n, 
the ſpaſmodic affection of his eyes effectu- 
ally cealed, He ſat with me for half an 

hour 
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hour with the diſordered eye uncovered, 
without experiencing the leaſt diſadvant 
tage, and as I had ſeveral patients to viſi- 
that morning, I requeſted him to call in 
the evening to inform me how he had gone 
through the day; he called accordingly, 
and acquainted me that he remained quite 
free from all complaints, and believed that 
he was perfettly cured. He lives at a 
diſtance from this place, came purpoſely 
to conſult me, and if he had experienced 
any return of this complaint I certainly 
ſhould have been informed of it. 


This caſe appears to be an extraordi- 
nary and uncommon one, and as ſuch I 
do myſelf the honour of communicating 
it to you. 
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ie LE XXVII. 


Of a Diſeaſe, ſucceeding the Tranſplanting 
of Teeth : By J. C. LeTTSOM, M. D. &c. 


Read Aug. 2, 1786. 


9 the 23d of Auguſt 1785, I firſt 
viſited ]. Y , Eſq. from whom 


I learned, that about two months before, 
he had had two of the central inciſores 
removed, and about a week afterwards, 
the right exterior inciſor, which were re- 
placed by a celebrated dentiſt from two 
young women, who were ſuppoſed, by an 
eminent ſurgeon, to be perfectly healthy, 
after having made the moſt minute ſcru- 
tiny to aſcertain the fact. 


For the ſpace of ſix weeks after the 
firſt operation, no inconvenience reſulted ; 
but after this period, a painful ſenſation 
between the two firſt tranſplanted teeth 
came on ; the patient, however, endured 1t 
for a week before he made application to 

the 
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the ſurgeon, who recommended him to 
take Peruvian bark and laudanum freely, 
which he continued to do for the ſpace of 
another week, when I was conſulted. 


When the painful ſenſation I have men- 
tioned, firſt excited the attention of the 
patient, he recolletted that he had been 
out later than uſual, on the preceding 
evening, and imagining he had taken cold, 
he aſcribed the preſent ſymptoms to this 
cauſe, not having at this time any other 
motive of ſuſpicion; and the tranſplanted 


teeth had previouſly acquired nearly a 
natural firmneſs. 


During the uſe of bark and laudanum, 
lor the week prior to my attendance, the 
pain continued ; and an ulceration had 
taken place in the gums of the interior 
ſurface of the two firſt tranſplanted teeth, 


and gradually extended to the root of the 
right inciſor. 


[ have already obſerved, that I viſited 
this gentleman eight weeks after the two 
Uu 2 central 
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central inciſores had been replaced : the 
day preceding my attendance, he had 
felt a flight ſoreneſs and ſwelling of the 
glands of the neck and throat, which were 
painful on preſſure, but no ulceration was 
perceptible in thoſe parts. 


I found an ulceration interiorly, extend- 
ing about half an inch from the teeth, 
on the ſurface of the roof of the mouth ; 
and longitudinally, the extent of the three 
teeth ; the ulceration had an irregular jag- 
ged looſe appearance, with livid, ſphace- 
lated interſtices. The external gums were 
alſo, but much leſs ulcerated, and of a 
more clean, and leſs gangramous aſpett ; 
but the whole together was ſuch as would 
have given me the ſuſpicion of a venereal 
diſeaſe in any other ſituation. The teeth 
were become looſe, and particularly one 
of the central inciſores; the external one 
was by much the moſt firm. 


In other reſpetts the gentleman was in a 
tolerable ſtate of health, of chaſte morals, 
and careful in his mode of living. He 

had 
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had very lately before the operation, arri- 
ved from the Weſt-Indies, and had not 
yet acquired the European vigour of health, 
though not in any ſtate of diſeaſe. Since 
the firſt ſenſation of pain, he complained 
of feveriſh heat, and underwent reſtleſs 
nights. 


At my firſt viſit I ordered him to take a 
grain and an half of opium, and two 
grains of calomel, at bed time; a draught 
every four hours, containing a drachm of 
bark, in powder, and a drachm and an 
half of Huxham's tincture of bark ; and 
to ſpriukle the ulcerations with a powder 
of two grains of calomel, and ten of oli- 
banum. 


On the 25th, beſides the dentiſt, we had 
in conſultation three other eminent ſur— 
geons; when it was concluded to omit 
mercurials, and to give every four hours a 
powder, containing a drachm and an halt 
of Peruvian bark, with ten drops of The- 
baic tincture, in a ſaline mixture. 


Since 
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Since the 23d, there was very little alter- 


ation in the ſymptoms, which, however, 
were in no reſpect aggravated. 


Aug. 26. The ulcerations continue much 
the ſame; the pulſe is regular; an efflore- 
ſcence for the firſt time appears on the ſkin: 
the ſame quantity of Peruvian bark was 
continued, with twelve drops of Thebaic 
tincture in each doſe. 


Aug. 27. The ulcerations much as be— 
fore, at leaſt there is no appearance of 
amendment. The remedies were conti- 
nued. 


Aug. 28. The bark was with difficulty 
retained on the ſtomach; it was however 
continued, and four ounces of a decoction 


of ſarſaparilla ordered to be taken after 
each powder. 


The effloreſcence on the ſkin is almoſt 
general; of an obſcure red colour, re- 
ſembling a ſyphilitick eruption in every 
reſpect, ſo far as I could aſcertain. 


The 
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The ulceration of the gums do not 
diminiſh : a lotion of one drachm of caul- 
tic alkali in half a pint of water, with 
half an ounce of gum arabic, was directed 
to be frequently applied to the ulcerations. 


Sept. 2. The ulcerations have not in- 
creaſed, but rather diminiſhed ; the erup- 
tion on the ſkin is rather paler ; an ulce- 
ration of the tonſils is now perceptible : 
the patient expreſſes relief from the uſe of 
the lotion; the teeth are very looſe. 


Sept. 8. The ulcerations of the gums 
are more extended, jagged, and ſphacela- 
ted ; the ſtrength of the patient 1s greatly 
reduced ; he complains of head-ach and 
want of reſt, with feveriſh heat in the 
evening, and profuſe ſweats in the morn- 
ing. One eye is very much inflamed. 


He was ordered to take a quarter of a 
grain of corroſive ſublimate twice a day, 
and to apply to the ulcerations a ſolution 


of three grains of ſublimate in half a pint 
of water. 


Sept. 
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Sept. 10. The ulcerations increaſe ; the 
teeth are ready to drop out of the ſockets, 
particularly the central inciſores; the 
ſublimate excites great uneaſineſs in the 
ſtomach, and is therefore omitted; both 
tonſils are become alarmingly ulcerated. 


The patient expreſſes great diſlike to the 
uſe of mercurials, but is perſuaded to rub 
upon the legs one drachm of the ſtrong 
mercurial ointment daily, and to drink 
one pint of a decottion of ſarſaparilla. 


Sept. 12. The complaints are not aug- 
mented ; but if any alteration is percepti- 
ble, it is on the favourable fide. The oint- 
ment and ſarſaparilla are continued. 


Sept. 19. There 1s ſcarcely any efflore- 
ſcence of the ſkin remaining; the ulcera- 
tions of the gums and tonſils are greatly 


_ diminiſhed; the opþhthalmza is alſo leſſened, 


though there is ſome inflammation in the 
other eye, 


Sept. 
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Sept. 22. The ulcerations and the oþh- 

thalmia are nearly well; but as the oint- 

ment has not produced any ptyaliſm, it is 

continued, and the ſarſaparilla likewiſe. 

The teeth have acquired a tolerable de- 
oree of firmneſs. 


Sept. 26. The ulcerations are perfectly 
healed, and every other ſymptom of indiſ- 
poſition has vaniſhed; the teeth have ac- 
quired a greater firmneſs in the ſockets, 
and the remedies were allowed to be ſuſ- 


pended. 


There is ſo much fimilarity in ulcera- 
tions, that it is not eaſy by the moſt accu- 
rate language to convey a diſtinct and 
clear idea of the different kinds of them, 
varying as they do, according to their 
various cauſes, to the degrees of virulence, 
length of time in which they have con- 
tinued, ſtate of the body in which they 
occur, and other contingencies. Never- 
theleſs, ulcers depending upon ſyphilis, 
however difficult of deſcriptive elucidation, 


are in general pretty readily aſcertained 
Vol. I. XX from 


338 MEMOIRS of the 
from their peculiar aſpect, by perſons long 


converſant with medical practice; and 
from all the obſervations I have been able 
to make, I did not heſitate, at the time 
of attendance, in giving my opinion, that 
the diſeaſe I have related, was the lues 
venerea communicated by the tranſplanted 
teeth, which the appearances 1n the ulcers 
of the gums, the eruption on the ſkin, 
the peculiar ophthalmia, the ulcerations 
in the tonſils, and the whole progreſs of 
the treatment and cure, appeared to juſtify. 


Under this perſuaſion, as the mercurials 
were ſuſpended as ſoon as the ulcers healed, 
and before the diſeaſe was probably totally 
eradicated, I intimated this ſuſpicion at 
the time, to the patient ; whole ſtrength, 
however, was ſo far reduced, as autho- 
riſed us to interdict mercury at preſent, 
eſpecially as he then propoſed to take the 
tour of the Southern parts of Europe. I 
recommended him therefore to procure 
mercurial ointment, prepared without tur- 
pentine, and in cale of the recurrence of 
the 
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the diſeaſe, to have immediate recourſe 
to this remedy. 


By the time he arrived at Genoa, 
which was on the 29th of December, 
about eight weeks after the ſuſpenſion of 
the mercurial ointment, the diſeaſe again 
appeared, with ulcerations of the gums, 
reſembling, as far as the patient could 
judge, the former attack, though in a 
leſs degree, owing probably to the imme- 
diate application of mercurial ointment to 
the throat, which in leſs than a week ſtop- 
ped the diſeaſe; after which he uſed it 
very ſparingly, and concluded his medical 

regimen with taking a decoction of ſar- 
ſaparilla; and he has ſince continued free 
from diſeaſe to the preſent time, May 1786, 
when I procured his aſſiſtance in drawing 
up the preceding relation. 


Whilſt I admit the reſemblance of this 
diſeaſe to the lues venerea, I cannot be 
inſenſible of the weight of ſome general 
objettions, publiſhed by a gentleman, whole 

þ of great 
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great diſcernment is univerſally admired *; 
but as I have related the appearances and 
progreſs of the diſeaſe, the treatment and 
cure of it, from notes daily taken, my 
opinion cannot alter the facts, with which 
the author I have alluded to was acquaint- 
ed, and of which the reader may decide 
upon for himſelf, 


I have remarked, that two teeth, the cen- 
tral inciſors, were inſerted a week before the 
external inciſor; and the difeaſe through- 
out its whole progrels, ſeemed to originate 
from the two former; both of which were 
very looſe, one indeed was ready to 
drop out of the alveolus upon the {lighteſt 
touch, while the external inciſor preſerved 
throughout a degree of firmneſs that never 
afforded any alarm, and the ulceration 
which extended to it was leſs foul : I ſuſ- 
pect therefore, that the perſon from whom 
the other two were extracted, conveyed 
the lucs : had the diſeaſe originated from 


See Hunter's Treatiſe on the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
P: 379, 391, 397. 


the 
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the patient, the ulceration would have 
been leſs * 


With reſpect to the gs of the time, 
from the application of the cauſe to the 
appearance of the diſeaſe, I ſee no well- 
grounded argument againſt the ſuppoſition 
I have admitted; as that the ſyphilitie 
infection has lain ſo long dormant, and 
afterwards exerted its virulence, I have 
do doubt. Few diſeaſes afford more ano- 
malous ſymptoms than the venereal, and 
not one ſymptom occurred in the preſent 
caſe but what muſt have been ſeen in others 
repeatedly ; the colour of the eruption, 
its acceſſion, duration, and receſſion ; the 
ulcerations of the tonſils; the ophthalmia; 
and every other circumſtance, appeared 


to me conlentanequs | to other inſtances 
in the lues. 


It cannot be refuted, that with the 
utmoſt precaution, the ſcion tooth is ſtill a 
living tooth, has the principle of life ſo 
far preſerved, as to unite with the veſſel of 
the new alveolus ; and, conſequently, if it 

| retains 
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retains a diſeaſe with the living principle, 
it may alſo convey this diſeaſe to a body, 
of which it becomes a living member; but 
perhaps from the hardneſs of its texture, 
and its flow union with the parts to which 
it is thus nearly allied, it may be longer in 
conveying the poiſon which it carried from 
its original ſeat; and this may remove a 
doubt which has been raiſed reſpecting the 
lapſe of time between the inſertion of the 
tooth and the appearance of the diſeaſe. 


We never have had any inſtance recorded 
of ſuch a diſeaſe ſucceeding the inſertion 
of dead, or of ivory teeth; a dead tooth, 
whether loſing its living principle, in its 
original ſeat, without removal, or a dead 
one, inſerted into the alveolus of another 
perſon, acquires a colour and appearance 
totally different from a living tooth, whether 
an original or a tranſplanted tooth. The 
argument therefore of ſoaking and clean- 
ſing the tooth, conſlitutes no proof againſt 
the probability of communicating the diſ- 
eaſe, as long as the tooth retains the living 
principle, capable of formang an union 
| with 
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with the parts into which it has been 
inſerted, by a ſpecific medium of eircu- 
lation, ſuch as exiſts in the natural ſtate; 
unleſs it be contended that the teeth are 
incapable of retaining the venereal diſeaſe, 
which, however, cannot be argued by any 
analogy, for the diſeaſe ſeems to be parti- 
cularly determined to ſome of the hard 
bones of the body, as the tibia, crant- 
um, &c. and ſometimes remains latent for 
years, poſſeſſing at the ſame time the ge- 
nuine ſyphilitic powers; but ſuppoſing the 
teeth incapable of retaining and com- 
municating the diſeaſe, ſtill the nerves and 


fleſhy parts about them may do it effec- 
tually. 


That this diſeaſe ſhould ſucceed the 
tranſplanting of teeth, conveys no cenſure 
upon the dentiſt who performed the ope- 
ration, as every precaution to obviate ſuch 
an incident was adopted : the perſons from 
whom the teeth were extracted, were mi- 
nutely examined by an eminent ſurgeon, 
and the tranſplanted ones were ſoaked 
in lukewarm water for about an hour 

before 
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before they were inſerted into the alveoli 
of the gentleman, 


It is certain, however, that inſtances 
have occurred with other operators wherein 
ſuch precautions have not been taken, per- 
haps from an opinion that the more quickly 
the tranſition was made, from extracting 
to inſerting a ſcion tooth, the greater was 
the probability of the tranſplanted tooth 
fixing into the alveolus*, Dr Hamilton, of 
Ipſwich, to whom I had communicated the 
foregoing caſe, has favoured me with an 
account of two unfortunate caſes that fell 
victims to this practice, which I ſhall 


annex. 


From what J can collect, in an extenſive 
inquiry into the practice of tranſplanting 
teeth, about one in every twenty have 
had the diſeaſe, and of theſe about one 


It will be hardly neceſſary to mention that the 
« ſooner the ſcion is put into its place the better, as 
« delay will perpetually loſe the power upon which the 
© union of the two parts depends. 


Hunter on the Teeth, v. ii. p. 102. 
fourth 
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fourth have died. It is true, that in ſome 
of theſe fatal caſes, mercury had been uſed, 
but it has been in ſuch only, where the 
patient had been debilitated to an extreme 
degree, and never where it had been ex- 
hibited early, or whilſt a good ſhare of 
ſtrength remained, ſo far as I know : every 
perſon acquainted with practice, very well 
knows, that in ſore inſtances of the lues 
inthe common way, the application of mer- 
cury will not cure; and, indeed, where the 
cortex and other tonics have afforded more 
benefit ; but ſuch inſtances are compara- 
tively rare, and form no proof againſt the 
general efficacy of mercury in the lues. 


As the ſpecies of diſeaſe J have de- 
ſoäcribed, has not been noticed in this king- 
dom above ten years, owing probably to 
the novelty of tranſplanting living teeth, 
I have given my opinion in the foregoing 
pages with more heſitation; for had it 
not been for the circumſtances attending 
other patients, who have had ſimilar ulce- 
rations of the gums after the operation, I 
ſhouldnot haveentertained any doubt of the 


ſyphilitic nature of the preſent caſe. 
Vol. I. Yy The 
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The eminent writer, whoſe authority 
I have already noticed, has related ſeveral 
examples, which lead one to doubt the 
real exiſtence of the lues in this peculiar 


diſeaſe of the gums. 


Profeſſor Kuhn, of Philadelphia, whoſe 
amiable character is univerſally eſteemed, 
and whoſe authority is inferior to none, 
has lately favoured me with the following 
caſe of ulceration of the gums ſucceeding 
the tranſplanting of teeth, which happened 
in Philadelphia. 


———— ____w_u_Þ_—_ 


<a IK; 
1 HAVE until this time delayed to ac- 


knowledge the favour of your letter, 
from an expettation which I entertained, 
of being able to furniſh you with ſeveral 
caſes, ſimilar in their conſequences, to that 
of Mr. J. Y ; but after the moſt dili- 
gent inquiry, thoſe caſes, of which I had 
heard various accounts, proved to be en- 
tirely 
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tirely local, and indeed confined to the 
jaw-bone. One caſe which I attended was 
in many reſpects ſimilar to Mr. Y 8. 
and of this the following hiſtory will 


determine your opinion. 


« A. married lady, in this city, had 
two teeth inſerted into the upper jaw by 
Mr. Le Mayeur, a celebrated dentiſt ; theſe 
ſucceeded extremely well. After ſome time 
a third was likewiſe inſerted ; but this was 
never perfectly fixed or firm, though for 
ſix weeks ſhe felt no kind of inconveni- 
ence. She then began to complain of a 
ſtricture about the fauces, and ſome ſymp- 
toms of a ſore throat, with aſlight ulceration 
of the tonſils, which ſhe attributed to cold, 
and tor which ſhe loſt about eight ounces 
of blood from the arm. This not affording 
her any relief, my attendance was deſired : 
I found the glands in the neck conſiderably 
ſwelled and hard, the gum about the laſt 
inſerted tooth livid, with a loſs of ſub- 
ſtance, and the tooth itſelf much looſer 
than it had been for ſome time; a flight 
fever accompanied the ſymptoms, attended 


LJ SH with 
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with a loſs of appetite, and ſome degree 
of nauſea; after ſome days, eruptions ap- 
peared over the whole body, and particu- 
larly on the arms, and in the palms of the 
hands, covered with furfuracious ſcales, 
which were ſoon renewed if removed by 
deſign or accident. There was no room 
for even ſuſpecting that ſyphilis could have 
been the ſource of any of the ſymptoms, 
and I therefore concluded that the irri- 
tation from the laſt inſerted tooth had 
occaſioned the various ſymptoms of the 
diſorder. The gum was repeatedly ſcari- 
hed, external remedies were applied to 
the ſwelling in the neck, to prevent an 
abſceſs, which there was much reaſon to 
apprehend, and ſmall doſes of neutral 
ſalts were adminiſtered to moderate or 
relieve the fever, But though her com- 
plaints did not grow worſe under this 
treatment, I had, after two months attend- 
ance, the mortification to find them na 
better, and therefore adviſed the removal 
of the tooth, as the only method that ap- 
peared to me effectual to relieve the com- 
plaints, This, after ſome heſitation, was 

complied 


Medical Society of London. 349 


complied with; the gum in a few days 
healed and became perfettly ſound ; the 

ſwelling in the neck abated by degrees; 
the exuptions vaniſhed, but ſo ſlowly, that 
it was ſeveral months before they diſap- 
peared entirely. She took a few doſes 
of bark daily for about a week, to reſtore 
tone and vigour to the ſyſtem, which had 
been very much impaired by anxiety and 
diſtreſs of mind as well as by the diſeaſe.” 


Philadelphia, May 5, 
1786, 


— = Rm 


Under authorities of ſuch acknowledged 
reputation, there certainly remains a diffi- 
culty in deciding upon the nature of the diſ- 
eaſe. We know by experience, that mixing 
two companies of people together, will occa- 
ſion a diſeaſe that did not apparently exiſt 
in either. Dr. Blane repeatedly remarked 
that fevers prevailed upon mixing the 
crews of one {hip to make up the compli- 
ment of another, which would not in all 
probability have occurred to either had 

they 
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they been kept diſtinct. In the winter vaca- 
tion of the year 1785, I attended many chil- 
dren, who left ſchool in apparent health, 
who were attacked with a low nervous 
fever ſome time after coming home to their 
friends, where I. could not deduce the in- 
_ diſpoſition from any indulgence or irregu- 
larity in the families. This was not pecu- 
liar to the children of one ſchool, but 
happened to thoſe of different ſchools ; 
and was indeed ſo general as to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſome phyſicians by the name of 
{ſchool fever. 


I have often known inſtances of dentiſts 
having drawn through miſtake a ſound 
tooth inſtead of the decayed, which upon 
being inſtantly replaced into the ſocket 
has become again firm and permanent ; 
but in no inſtance whatever has this diſeaſe 
been produced; if therefore the diſeaſe 
be not ſyphilitic, may it not depend upon 
bringing together the principles of two 
different conſtitutions, one of which may 
poſſeſs a pre-diſpoſition to morbid af- 
fetion? _ FT 

Were 
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Were it neceſſary, analogy might favour 
this theory, from the influence of various 
infectious diſeaſes ; but as we have not had 
ſufficient experience reſpecting the true 
nature and cauſe of the diſeaſe ariſing 
from tranſplanting teeth, any deductions 
from this practice muſt, at preſent, be 
unlatisfaftory. It is however a pleaſure to 
know, that whatever be its cauſe, mercury 
appears capable of effecting its cure. 


— . — 


Letter from Dr. HamiLToN, of Ipswich, 
to Dr. LETTSOM. 


6 1 DO not find, on inquiry, the diſ- 

eaſe occaſioned by tranſplanting teeth 
from one perſon to another, ſo new, nor 
altogether ſo uncommon, as I at firſt 
ſuppoſed; and the peruſal of your laſt 
favour convinces me, that it ſeems more 
from our inattention and the want of ob- 
ſervation, than from its non- exiſtence, that 
it has, till lately eſcaped the notice of 
medical men. I am now furniſhed with a 
caſe, which happened more than ten years 


ago, 
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ago, to corroborate, in part at leaſt, this 
aſſertion. 


Talking on the ſubject with a gentleman 
of this place, ſince the publication of the 
third volume of the College Tranſactions, 
wherein Sir William Watſon has related 
a caſe, and which ſeems to have been the 
firſt noticed, he aſſures me, that a ſimilar 
complaint was experienced by a young lady 
of his acquaintance, which aroſe preciſely 
from the ſame cauſe.—It was as follows: 


A white, and an apparently ſound tooth, 
was taken from the jaw of a ſeemingly 
healthy perſon, and immediately tranſ- 
planted into the jaw of the lady. Soon 
after which ſhe began to complain of 
pain, grew daily worle, ulcers appeared 
in the gum where it was inſerted ; theſe 
ſpread, ſunk deeper, communicated to 
her upper and under jaw, fauces, and 
tonſils; diſcharged a fœtid ichor, and ra- 
pidly continued their ravages, till in no 
long time after, not only the roof of her 
mouth, but both upper and under lips 
were 
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were conſumed; her teeth alſo fell out, 
for the alveoli became carious, and ſhe 
appeared a ſpectacle ſhocking to behold: 
ſhe lived ſome conſiderable time, however, 
before death put a period to her miſeries. 


« We are told of the great care taken 
by the dentiſts to obtain teeth from ſound 
perſons ; how the ſtricteſt inquiry is made 
relative to this, before they- proceed to the 
extraction of the tooth; and how, that 
even when they are fully ſatisfied on this 
point, they do not ſtop here, but proceed 
further: they ſoak it well in warm water, 
and they carefully wipe 1t clean and dry, 
before they inſert it into the deſtined jaw. 


« doubt not, but this may be, for the 
molt part, ſtrictly true; and that the gene- 
rality of dentiſts ſerupulouſly and conſci- 
entiouſly adhere to this plan, I mean ſuch 
as have a character which they wiſh to 
maintain; but it is feared, there may 
be exceptions, and that there have been 
thoſe who paid leſs regard to this neceſſary 


precaution. 


Vol. I. Z 2 « The 
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„The gentleman who favours me with 
the relation of this caſe, ſays, he knows 
inſtances where the tooth has been taken 
warm from the one jaw, and the next 
moment inſerted into that wherein it was 
deſtined to remain, without any ſuch pre- 
cautions as theſe being obſerved. | 


„gut the fatality that has attended Sir 
William Watſon's patient, with the fatality 
of this I have related, and the brink of 
death on which your own ſtood, who, I 
truſt by this time, 1s removed from all dan- 
ger, will, it is to be hoped, operate ſo forci- 
bly on the prattitioners in this branch, that 
no poſſible precaution will hereafter be neg- 
lected, that can obviate ſuch evil tendency, 


& Iwould not, from theſe cafes, entirely 
condemn the practice of tranſplanting 
teeth; I am authoriſed from another cor- 
reſpondent of obſervation, to aſſert, that 
it has been attended with utility. That 
at the end of five years from the operation, 
the tranſplanted tooth neither ſhowed ſigns 
ol decay , nor did pan, or any other evil 

tendency, 
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tendency, to create an alarm, during this 
period, ever ſucceed. 


+ Notwithſtanding this, it may be per- 
haps as ſafe, not to run the riſque for 
every trifling blemiſh in this part of the 
human fabric. A little black ſpeck, of 
no importance even to beauty, or a tooth 
not ſtanding altogether ſo exactly in a 
row with its fellows, ſhould by no means 
tempt any one to hazard its removal for 
another, though more beautiful to the eye, 
which may in a ſhort time be the cauſe of 
diſeaſe and pain, if not death, 


« That it is the ſyphilis, or confirmed 
pox, which moſt frequently takes place 
from this operation, there appears to me 
ſome reaſon to conclude; and this is 
ſtrengthened as well from the frequency 
of venereal taints in both ſexes, as from 
conſidering what ſort of perſons they are; 
who, for the ſake of a bribe, ſubmit in this 
way to the loſs of their teeth: their ways 
of life, and other circumſtances, give room 
for ſuſpicion on this head, 
| Z 2 2 | In 
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In the caſe related by Sir William Wat- 
fon, it yielded to nothing but mercury *; 
the ulcers, after the uſe of this mineral, 
ſoon began to look better ; but a proper 
quantity could not be adminiſtered, for the 
patient's ſtrength was too far exhauſted 
before the trial was made. 


«© Daily experience proves, that in the 
advanced ſtages of ſyphilis, mercury does 
not always ſucceed; every part of the 
ſyſtem may be ſo weakened by the diſ- 
eaſe, that the operation of this medicine 
cannot be borne; before a proper quan- 
tity be thrown in, ſome ſymptoms may be 
induced, which will oblige the phyſician to 
deſiſt from its further uſe. 


« But the perſon from whom the tooth 
was extracted, as related by Sir William 
Watſon, had no appearance, either on the 
pudendum, or tonſils, of this affection: an 


Mercury, we grant, cures other diſeaſes beſides the 
lues: we do not, therefore, inſiſt on this as an argument, 
we mult look further; this will neither prove for, nor 


againſt, the diſeaſe being ſyphilis, 
eminent 


Medica! Society of London. 3357 


eminent ſurgeon had made the examina= 
tion. We may, however, be allowed to 
remark, how difficult it is, abſolutely to 
determine againſt the preſence of this in- 
fection; and this will appear more ſtrong 
when 1t 1s conſidered, how ſmall the quan- 
tity is that can communicate the taint, or 
how far the ſyſtem may be charged with 


it at the time, though not obvious to our 
ſenſes”. 


« Though I am inclined to doubt, 
whether blood is at any time, of itſelf, 
capable of communicating either this or 
ſome other infectious diſeaſes, at leaſt till 


A ſurgeon of character in this town, lately told 
me of a cafe of ſyphilis, where not the leaſt appearance, 
either of it on the private parts, or any other part of the 
body, ſhewed itſclf for upwards of ſix years. About 
this time the patient, then a bachelor, contracted the 
venereal difeaſe—was cured to all appearance—aſter- 
wards married, and his wife bore children to him; neither 
ſhe, nor they were ever affected: an ulcer now appeared, 
and he was perfectly cured by mercury. He ſolemnly 
proteſted, he never had connection with any woman but 
his wife, ſince his marriage. This proves how long it 


may remain dormant in the habit, and at length break 
forth with all its virulence, 


more 
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more ſatisfactory proofs appear from accu- 
rate experiment; yet it might prove the 
medium to convey the poiſon, which it is 
not beyond probability to ſuppoſe. It might 
be received from ſome {mall ulcer unde- 
tected about the root of the tooth, at the 
time of extraction. But the tooth was well 
waſhed and wiped, and conſequently all 
the poiſon removed: this is a difficult 
matter to determine. If a ſmall ulcer be 
allowed, the remains of which was not 
carefully cut, or ſcraped away, the un- 
ſound part might even after all this pre- 
caution retain enough of the vitiated ichor 


to inoculate the perſon into whoſe jaw 
it was inſerted. 


« The ſyphilis attacks not only the ſoft 
parts, but the bones, and moſt commonly 
thoſe of the cloſeſt and hardeſt texture: 
both Sir William Watſon's patient, and 
the patient mentioned here, had the bones 
conſumed. I miſt not, however, on this 
mode of reaſoning, but throw out theſe 
hints as probable conjecture; yet the con- 

5 | cluſions, 
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cluſions, as inferred from the premiles, 
would ſeem not to be altogether unnatural.” 


„ P. S. I have within this hour been 
informed of another caſe of tranſplanted 
teeth followed by death. It happened 
more than ſeven years ago, which 1s a 
further proof that Sir William Watſon's 
caſe is not the firſt of the kind. A reſpett- 
able clergyman aſſures me of the fact; the 
ſubject likewiſe a lady, and the operator, a 
dentiſt that lived in Bond-Street, London; 
he alſo tells me, that little care was formerly 
taken by the dentiſts, and that he knows 
the common practice was, to inſert the 
tooth into the deſtined jaw, warm from 
the jaw whence it was extracted. The 
opinion was, that the blood aſſiſted in 
faſtening the tooth both more ſpeedily, and 
more ſecurely. He does not at this diſtance 
of time recollect whether the tonſils and 
palate were affected; but he can never 
forget the ſhocking appearance of the poor 
ſufferer. The practice, it ſeems, has been 
to obtain fine white teeth, without paying 
much regard to the perſon from whom 


they 
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they took them. Little chimney-ſweep 
boys became more frequently than others, 
the victims from whom teeth might be 
obtained for a ſmall trifle, ſometimes a 
ſhilling, or, at moſt, half a crown: no 
wonder, if diſeaſe was the reſult of ſuch 
promiſcuous and inattentive proceedings. 


Ie XXVAT. 


Remarkable Effeils of Cantharides in Pa- 
ralytic Afﬀettions: In a Letter to the 
Mepicail Socitty of LONDON: By 
J. Vavenan, M. D. C. M. S. and 
Pfyſician to the LEICESTER-INFIRMARY. 


Read October 16, 1786. 


ARALYTIC caſes come ſo often under 
the notice of the phyſician, and ſo 
frequently prove ſuperior to his ſkill, that, 
I truſt, any remedy which promiſes to 
be of uſe in ſo dreadful a malady will be 
received both with candour and thankful- 
neſs 
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neſs by the medical world. It is true, that 
our knowledge of the nervous ſyſtem, and 
of the means by which it performs its re- 
ſpective functions, is at preſent very im- 
perfect, and reduces our practice very 
frequently to a kind of creditable empiri- 
ciſm; yet facts will always have their 
weight, and will ſerve as uſeful guides to 
us when a caſe occurs ſimilar to that 
which I ſhall make the ſubject. of this 
paper; and which I ſelect as the moſt im- 
portant of very many, which have come 
under my cognizance, when the ſame 
means have been employed. The remedy 
I am about to ſpeak of made a noiſe, as 
we very well know, ſome years ago, and 
the gentleman, who ventured to employ 
it, ſubjected himſelf to cenſure. A more 
enlightened philoſophy has, in the prelent 
day, removed many of our prejudices, and 
made way for the introduction of various 
articles into the Materia Medica, hereto- 
fore accounted deleterious, and not appli- 
cable to any good purpole. Of this number 
was cantharides given as an internal med:- 
cine; but, I truſt, it will appear from what 
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I am going to relate, that cantharides may 
be exhibited in ſubſtance, not only with 
ſafety, but with advantage; without any fur- 
ther remark then, I haſten to my narrative. 


A luſty and healthy young man, aged 
twenty-one years, being violently heated, 
threw himſelf on the ground, and fell faſt 
aſleep. He was found, after ſome hours, ut- 
terly incapable of voluntary motion, ſenſe- 
leſs, with great coldneſs of the limbs and 
ſurface of the body ; he was deprived of 
the power of ſpeech, and his water flowed 
involuntarily. In this ſtate his friends 
applied to an apothecary for aſſiſtance, 
who bled him, gave him a purge, and 
placed a bliſter upon his back. I found 
him with a very conſiderable degree of 
ſtupor, a frequent unequal reſpiration, and 


a pulle flow and feeble, 


March 28. As he had had no ſtool for 
ſome days, a warm ſtimulating clyſter with 
tint. ſacr. and tint. jalap. was immedi- 
ately adminiſtered. The whole head was 
covered with a bliſter, as was alſo the 

facrum, 
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ſacrum, and a volatile liniment with more 
than the uſual quantity of . ſal. ammo- 
mac, cum calce via, was applied to the 
region of the hubis, to the ſpine of the 
back, and to the lower limbs. A bolus 
conſiſting of a ſcruple of volatile ſalt, as 
much of the elec. cardiac. p. e. with a 
grain of cantharides in powder was ordered 
to be taken once in fix hours, which was 
to be waſhed down with a ſtrong infuſion 
of valerian, horſe-radiſh, muſtard-ſeed, and 
canella alba. This plan was continued 
for three ſucceſſive days, without its pro- 


ducing any viſible effect. 


On the giſt of March, the volatile ſalt 
and the cordial electuary were each in- 
creaſed to the quantity of half a drachm, 
and the grain of cantharides was added to 
it as heretofore ; but inſtead of once in ſix 
hours, the bolus was ordered to be re- 
peated every three hours, with the inſuſion 


as betore directed. 


On the 4th of April, not having gained 
any material advantage, his elyſter being 
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firſt repeated, ten grains more of the vola- 
tile ſalt, making in the whole“ two ſcru- 
ples, and a ſecond grain of cantharides 
were added to cach bolus, which was to be 
repeated every three or four hours until 
ſome manifeſt eſſect was produced. This 
method he purſued until the 6th of April; 
in the evening of that day he became very 
reflleſs, was able to toſs himſelf about, 


J doubt not but two ſcruples of volatile ſalt will be 
conlidered by moſt people as a large doſe of that medi- 
cine; but on the authority of Van Swieten, who ſpeaks 
favourably of it in paralytic caſes, I ſome years ſince 
began with giving a patient, who laboured under Paraly- 
ſis, firſt of all, a drachm in half a pint of water gruel 
taſting; this producing no effect, two drachms were 
given, then three, and, at laſt, half an ounce in the 
lame quantity of gruel. This doſe was continued for 
three weeks, without producing either good or evil, 
and the patient made no complaint of it but that it 
heated the fauces, and warmed the ſtomach for a ſhoet 
time. In this ſtate, having continued the volatile ſalt 
in ſuch doſes and for ſo long a time, IT ordered ſome 
blood to be drawn from the arm, with a view to de- 
termine what effect it had produced on that fluid. The 

lood was of a more florid colour than uſual, but its 
texture not in the leaſt broken; on the contrary, I thought, 
after ſtanding many hours, that it yielded leſs ferum 
than common, aud the craſſamentum was rather firmer 
than ordinary, 


and 
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and though not to articulate any words, 
yet he made a great noiſe expreſſive of 
much pain, frequently applying his hand 
to the region of the pubis, as though it 
was the part more particularly aggrieved; 
but he was ſtill incapable of giving any 
account of himſelf. The bliſter was now 
removed from the head, and the part waſhed 
clean; a poultice of bread and milk with 
ſome oil was applied to the bliſtered part 
of the ſacrum, and his medicines were 
omitted. In the place of which, he was 
now directed to drink freely of barley- 
water, well loaded with gum arabic. In 
three days time all theſe painful ſymptoms 
were entirely removed, he was become 
quite ſenſible, could retain his water, 
and the following day could ſtand when 
ſupported by two people; but his counte- 
nance betrayed ſtrong marks of the injury 
the brain had ſuſtained, and beſpoke a 
degree of fatuity. 


On the 9th of April, he was directed to 
take once in eight hours a bolus, with 
a ſcruple of gum guaicum, as much vola- 
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tile ſalt, and one grain of canthiarides, 
drinking with it the infuſion of valerian, &c. 
A ſeton was made in his neck, and ſtimula- 
ting plaſters were applied to the ſoles of 
his feet. He continued in this method 
until the 2 1ſt of April, mending every day. 
He felt no inconvenience from the cantha- 
rides taken in this quantity; he ſlept well, 
eat his food with an appetite, and his 
bowels did their office with regularity. His 
intellectual faculties were however much 
impaired ; he had forgotten how to walk; 
when he attempted it, it was with the awk- 
wardneſs of an infant; and he had even his 
letters to learn again. Every thing which 
had paſſed fince his firſt ſeizure had not 
left the leaſt impreſſion upon the common 
ſenſory ; and there will in all probability 
be a ſpace of time, of the duration of fix 
weeks, which will remain a blank in his 
life. In proportion, however, as he gained 
his ſtrength, his mental faculties were re- 
ſtored; he could now walk with a ſlick, 
but his limbs were very feeble, and he {lil 
continued to drag them after him ; he had 
allo little or no ule of his left hand and 

arm, 
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arm. Notwithſtanding this, it was very 
obſervable that he gained ſomething every 
day ; by the 4th of May he was able to 
walk tolerably well, but the weakneſs in 
the left hand and arm ſtill continued, 
though not in near ſo great a degree. He 
was now ordered an aromatic electuary 
with ſteel, with a warm decoction of bark, 
to which was joined the daily uſe of the 
cold bath. By bathing and theſe reme- 
dies, he received ſpeedily the moſt eſſential 
advantages; for by the 12th of May no- 
thing remained of his diſeaſe, except a 
trifling weakneſs in his left hand, the en- 
tire uſe of which he ſoon after recovered, 
and had no longer occaſion for any medical 
aſſiſtance. 


T have thus, Gentlemen, laid before 
your Society, and through your means the 
Public, an account of the effects of can- 
tharides given internally, and, in this in- 
ſtance, with ſingular advantage. The caſe 
was a deplorable one, and the action of 
the remedy ſomewhat alarming. I have 
ſince the occurrence of the above caſe, 


been 
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been in the habit of giving cantharides in 
paralytic caſes with various degrees of ſuc- 
ceſs, and ſometimes with none at all; but 
I generally begin with half a grain for 
a doſe, and it ſeldom happens that a 
patient will bear more than two grains in 
twenty-four hours ; whenever any incon- 
venience ariſes from 1ts ſtimulating too 
much, a ſuſpenſion of 1ts uſe for a day or 
two, and allowing the free uſe of- milk 
and water as a diluent, ſoon removes the 
troubieſome ſymptoms. In a caſe where 
there was an incontinence of urine from a 
paralyſis of the /þhrndter veſice, I gave it, 
in conjunction with the bark, to the amount 
of nine grains in the twenty-four hours, 
but without any good effect, or, indeed, 
any effect at all. I truſt, however, that 
I have ſaid enough to ſhew, that cantha- 
rides affords us a remedy which may be 
employed with ſafety, and that its failing 
ſometimes to do, what we want from it, 
only reduces it to a level with ſome of the 
moſt celebrated and powerful articles of 
the Materia Medica. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Vaucuan's further Remarks, in a 
Letter to Dr. LETTSOMu. 


6c „ nv will readily allow, I dare ſay, 
that inſtances of what we call the 
Sea-Scurvy, occur but ſeldom on ſhore, 
and eſpecially in the interior parts of our 
iſland; yet in the courſe of five and 
twenty years, I have ſeen four, the laſt of 
which occured very lately: in this inſtance, 
blood iſſued from the gums and fauces 
conſtantly, of a black ſooty colour; the 
body was covered with petechiz and vibices, 
and on the third day, a pain in the loins 
made me ſuſpect that the ſame diſeaſe 
would ſhew itſelf in the kidney: this it 
actually did in the courſe of the night. 
What came from the kidneys and bladder, 
during the night, in quantity about three 
half pints, was perfect cruor, which did 
not ſeparate into craſſumentum and ſerum, 
but reſembled foot diffuſed in water, more 
than any thing elſe. Bark and alum given 
with the utmoſt freedom ; the mineral 
acids, fixed air, all taken in large quan- 
tities, with a nouriſhing antiſeptic diet, 
Vol. I. 3 B made 
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made no impreſſion upon this diſeaſe ; but 
three pints of juice freſh expreſſed from 
oranges and lemons, taken in twenty-four 
hours, brought on an amazing change, and 
in four days put an entire ſtop to the diſeaſe; 
and the patient continues perfectly well. 


** ti 
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ARTICLE XIX. 
Of an Injury in the Hand, ſucceſsfully 


removed: By Thomas POLE, Surgeon. 
Communicated by J. C. LETTSOMu, M. D. 
Sc. See Plate III. fig. 2, page 322. 


Read September 20, 1786. 


ARY ANN TUDOR, late of Lon- 

don, but now of the Crown Inn, 
Reading, when about ten years of age, 
was playing with an ivory bodkin, and 
accidentally thruſt it into the palm of her 
right hand, in which incident the inſtru- 
ment brake at the eye, about ſix eighths 
of an inch in length; and was buried 
under the integuments about the flexor 
tendons. She applied to a ſurgeon of the 
TOWN 
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town for aſſiſtance, who, either not in- 
formed of the particulars of the extra- 
neous body being there, or elſe not capa- 
ble of diſcovering it, attempted to heal 
the wound ſuperficially ; but the patient 
finding an acute pain in the part, and a 
frequent weeping of matter from a ſmall 
ſinus, and that the arm at times became 
very painful and ſwollen up to the axilla, 
ſo as to oblige her to cut the ſleeve open 
to undreſs herfelf, ſhe came to London for 
further aſſiſtance, where ſhe was ſeen by 
ſeveral ſurgeons of eminence, who proba- 
bly did not ſuſpett the cauſe of the diſeaſe, 
and ſhe returned to Reading without relief; 
at which place ſhe was under the care 
of different ſurgeons, but with no better 
ſucceſs. 


In the autumn of 1786, being at Read 
ing on account of an operation on a 
patient there, this young woman was in- 
troduced to me for my advice. I was 
unwilling to ſuppole, that all the judicious 
practitioners whole opinions ſhe had pro- 
cured, had overlooked the probability of 
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the body remaining in the part; natu- 
rally ſuppoſing their own 1deas, from the 
hiſtory of the caſe, would have ſuggeſted 
the neceſſity of an operation to extract it; 
and conſidering the years which elapſed 
ſince the accident, I, indeed, was ready to 
conclude it impoſſible, to have remained ſo 
long in the part, and could ſcarely admit 
the 1dea which the other ſymptoms of the 
caſe afterwards obliged me to entertain; 
as the lancinating pain, frequent ſwelling, 
and inflammation, and the continual weep- 
ing of the ulcer; but finding no ſymptoms 
of ſcrophula, however improbable it might 
at firſt have appeared, that a portion of the 
bodkin, remaining in the part, excited the 
diſeaſe, I concluded it to be ſo; and upon 
opening the hand, the operation confirmed 
the propriety of the determination ; and I 
extracted the piece as before mentioned, 
unaltered 1n 1ts colour, or appearance in 
any reſpect; and the wound was perfectly 
healed in about a week, to the grateful 
ſatisfaction of the patient and family; for 
the hand and arm had been, in a great mea- 
ſure, uſeleſs for the ſpace of fifteert years. 

| ARTICLE 
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Caſe of a Biliary Calculus: By J. C. 
LETTSOM, M. D. &c. See Plate III. 
fig. 2, page 322. 


Read September 4, 1786. 


AJOR B— D, of Jamaica, 

had laboured for many years under 

a ſevere pain about the region of the præ- 
cordia. After twelve years thus grievouſly 
ſuffering, he came purpoſely to Europe to 
ſeek for relief. Between the tropics this 
diſeaſe had been called the gout; and pro- 
bably under the ſame perſuaſion, the phy- 
ſicians he conſulted in London, recom- 
mended him to try the Bath water; he 
acquieſced, and after a ſufficient trial he 
returned to London, with an increaſe of 
his ſufferings ; he had, however, intervals 
of eaſe, occaſionally, for the ſpace of a 
week or ten days: it was in one of theſe 
periods that I accidentally met with him at 
the 
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the houſe of one of his tranſ-atlantic 
country-women ; and as perſons who have 
ſuffered much, are apt to communicate 
their feelings, he hinted to me ſome of his 
miſeries. I caſually ſuggeſted an opinion, 
that inſtead of the-gout, he might labour 
under gall ſtones. After this I ſaw him 
no more till about three weeks afterwards, 
when he ſent for me to Iſlington; he was 
there under the attendance of my judicious 
friend Hole, of Iſlington, an eminent ſur- 
geon, who had endeavoured to mitigate his 
pain by laudanum. The Major was at this 

time tormented with dreadful ſpaſms, which 
the warm bath, and three hundred drops 
of Thebaic tintture, ſcarcely calmed. This 
opiate he took daily, as it gave ſome re- 
ſpite to a moſt diſtratted frame; at the 
ſame time, caſtor oil, though often vomited, 
was frequently repeated to promote ſtools ; 
and for the ſame intentions, purgative and 
anodyne clyſters were adminiſtered, as the 
ſpaſms, or the conſtipation indicated. After 
four days ſtruggling, with the aid of opium, 
againſt the rack, he diſcharged by the 

| rectum, 
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rectum, a firm hard calculus, under the 
following circumſtances : 


Length, Two inches and a quarter. 

Circumference, Three inches and aquarter. 

Weight, One ounce, two drachms, and 
twenty-three grains. 


I did not cut into the calculus, as the 
Major was deſirous of preſerving it entire. 
It had the external appearance, of a brown 
flint ſtone, though of leſs ponderoſity in 
proportion to 1ts magnitude. 


After this calculus was diſcharged, the 
patient continued for ſome days under 
violent ſpalmodic affections, for which 
laudanum was ſtill freely continued, as, 
doubtleſs, the ſtone in its exit muſt have 
injured the tender parts through which 
it had its egrels : at length, eaſe was pro- 
cured, and health gradually reſtored; and 
the Major happily returned to his family, 
which he left, conſiſting of twelve chil- 
dren and an affociate ſtill more dear. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE er.. 


Caſe of Angina Pecdloris, from an unex- 
pefted Diſeaſe in the Heart: By Jawts 
JonNs rox k, M. D. C. M. S. &c. 


Read December 17, 1786. 


1 Reverend Gregory P—y, pre- 
bend of Worceſter, &c. ſomewhat - 
under the middle ſize, with a ſhort neck, and 
mclined to corpulence, of a cheerful and 
ſocial temper, had enjoyed very good health 
till after his ſixtieth year; it was ſome time 
after this, that the extracting the chryſta- 
line humour, which became cataractous and 
opaque in both eyes, was performed by 
Baron Wenzel, ſo as to ſecure him the ſight 
of one eye to the laſt. He found the ſen- 
ſation during the operation like an uneaſy 
tickling, rather than pain, properly ſo 
called, and went through it with ſpirit. 


He 
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He conſulted me in the ſummer of 178g, 
for a pain in his ſtomach, which ſeeming 
to be only flatulent, and to ariſe from 
indigeſtion, eaſily yielded to draughts of 
the warm ſtomachic kind, with tinfura 
ſacra ; returns of ſuch uneaſy feelings in 
the ſtomach were not unuſual nor unfre- 
quent after this, but always yielded to the 
uſe of theſe draughts. He had, at this 
time, a pulſe remarkably ſlow, though very 
regular, which made me intimate to his 
family, conſidering his make and age, the 
propriety of precautions, if any thing 
like giddineſs or pain in the head ſhould 
appear to threaten apoplexy. Nothing, 
however, of this kind happened, and no 
appearance or ſymptom ſuggeſted his hav- 
ing the Angina Pectoris till after his return 
from a viſit to London. 


In June laſt, he complained of ſhortneſs 
in breathing, with pain in his cheſt and 
acrols to his arms, on walking, eſpecially 
up any aſcent; and, of ſuch complaints 
he had frequent returns in the months of 
June and July, notwithſtanding bleeding, 
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a briſk cathartic or two, and ſome other 
medicines were ordered, beſides the repe- 
tition of the ſtomachic draught, of which 
he had a good opinion from the relief 
he had received from it; and now, I plainly 
ſaw he was affected with a diſeaſe which 
has proved ſo conſtantly fatal, and ex- 
pected ſooner or later, to hear of the ſad 
event. 


Juſt before he left Worceſter, he had 
a ſhort and ſlight fit of gout, which ſeemed 
to relieve him, and gave me ſome en- 
couraging hope; indeed, he remained free 
from this complaint till he had been in 
Wales ; but a ſhort time afterwards, the 
fatal ſymptoms returned more than once 
previous to the attack which ſuddenly 
ended in death. 


That evening, the 2d of Auguſt laſt, 
he ſeemed cheerful and well; but after 
being tome time in bed, he complained he 
was very ill, and fat upright in it; but 
after his dini ur ſacra draught, he ſeemed 

eaſier, 
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eaſier, and Mrs. P—y heard no more 
complaint till ſome time afterwards, 


Early in the morning of the gd of 
Auguſt ſhe was rouſed by the noiſe of his 
expiring groan: in fact he was dead in an 
inſtant, and I believe had entered the 
ſeventy- firſt year of his age. 


His body being opened the 4th of Au- 
ouſt, by Mr. Gunter, Surgeon, in Brecon, 
the following is a very ſenſible account of 
what he obſerved, which I give in his own 
words. 


. 
T the deſire of Mrs. P—y, I beg 


leave to inform you of the appearances 
attending the diſſection of the late Mr. 
P—y. The inteſtines were in a natural 
ſtate, but much inflated with wind; ſtomach 
covered with a very black mucus, quite 
empty, very much diſcoloured, in many 
places black, particularly about the lo- 
rug; the blood veſſels over it very much 
diſtended; the liver indurated in every 


3 C2 part, 
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part, but moſtly ſo about its edges; the 
heart very putrid, admitting my fingers 
paſſing through it with very little preſſure, 
it was quite empty, and the veſſels going 
to and from it perfectly ſound, and no 
ollification ; the lungs ſound, not even an 
adheſion ; the pancreas ſomewhat harden- 
ed; kidneys very much diſeaſed, hardened 
in every part; the pelvis with difficulty 
diſtinguiſhed, it was covered very much 
with fat highly tinged with bile—theſe 
ere the whole appearances, 


W. GUN TER.“ 


Brecon, Oct. 2, 
1785. 


This diſſection ſhews another almoſt un- 
ſuſpected caule of ſudden death. This 
gentleman laboured under; firſt, the com- 
plaints of indigeſtion, a flatulent pain 
with which he had been long troubled 
before any ſymptoms of Angina Petloris 
were heard of; to ſuch complaints the 
difordered ſtomach, the diſcoloured pylo- 
Tus, inflated inteſtines, and even hardened 
liver 


Medical Society of London. 381 


liver (he had no icteric colour) have an 
obvious and cloſe connection. 


Second. The ſymptoms of Angina Pec- 
torts, which troubled our patient in the laſt 
three months of his lite, plainly aroſe 
from, and were ſymptoms of, defect of 
power 1n the heart. From what cauſes, or 
cauſe, the putridity or diſpoſition to morti- 
fication which ſeized this vital muſcle aroſe, 
may not be very clear; but that ſuch a 
ſtate muſt render it unfit for its office of 
carrying on the circulation of the blood, 
or, in other words, of ſupporting life, muſt 
be evident. 


The heart being inſenſible, even its dif- 
eaſes are attended with no proper ſenſe of 
pain, peculiarly felt in this part; a thou- 
ſand experiments, as well as accidents and 
caſes, have eſtabliſhed this fact; but that 
peculiar ſenſation of weight and agony, 
with difficult breathing, and, pains extend- 
ing to the arms, and pectoral muſcles, on 
attempting to move: in ſhort, a ſenſe of 
failing life, when the heart, from any diſ- 

eaſe 
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eaſe affecting its mechaniſm, and diſturbing 
its motions, is hindered in diſtributing or 
propelling the blood, through the pulmo- 
nary artery and lungs into the left ventri- 
cle of the heart, and from thence into the 
aorta and the whole body, ſeems to be the 
ſymptoms of danger in this organ. It is 
in this ſtate ſo immediately threatening to 
life, in this convulſive, agonizing ſtruggle 
for exiſtence, that the cardiac nerves, de- 
rived from the thoracic ganglions of the 
great ſympathetic nerves, are ſtimulated in 
an extraordinary manner indeed, and that 
all the wide-extended connections of the 
ſympathetic nerves, particularly thoſe in 
the cheſt and ſuperior extremities, are irri- 
tated thereby into painful ſpaſms, ſuch as 
are felt in the Angina Pectoris, though 
leaſt of all felt in the organ from whence 
they originate, the heart itſelf. 

I think it quite unneceſſary here to ſhew 
from approved anatomical works, that the 
cardiac nerves have the origin and connec- 
tions here taken for granted. I ſuppoſe 
my readers neither to be ignorant nor cap- 
tous; 
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tious: my learned friend the late Dr. Wall, 
reaſons in the ſame manner. See Med. Tranſ. 
Vol. III. allo, Lanciſi de motu cordis & 
aneuriſmatibus, Vieuſſens neurographia, and 
the tables of Walther on the Viſceral 


Nerds. 


But inteneration of the heart from pu- 
tridity ſometimes has been the occaſion- 
ing cauſe of ſudden death, by rendering 
che ventricles of the heart liable to rup- 
ture: of this accident our late Sove- 
reign George II. died at an advanced age; 
and in a Memoire, by M. Morand, 1n the 
Memoires de VAcademie des Sciences de 
Van 1732, concerning remarkable acci- 
dents in the organs which carry on the 
circulation of the blood, he mentions the 
caſe of the Dutcheſs of Brunſwick, who 
died of a rupture of the right ventricle of 
the heart, in 1730; and that of a perſon 
of condition, examined by himſelf, who 
died the ſame year of a rupture of the 
left ventricle of the heart; and he adds 
« Pour expliquer comment, dans les deux 
cas que j'ai rapportes les ventricules du 
„ Ccœur 
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cœur ont pu ſ'ouvrir ſans cauſe exteri- 
eure, il faut remarquer que dans le pre- 
mier, il y avoit une eroſion aux fibres 
charnues du ventricule droit, qui ſem- 
bloient avoir été ulcerees. & creuſees 
peu à peu juſqu' au trou qui ouvroit le 
ventricule; et que dans le ſecond, le 
chair du cœur étoit devenu molle au 
point qu' en quelque endroit qu' on pre- 
ſentat le bout d'un ſonde, ſans Vappuyer 
elle entroit & traverſoit le cœur par 
le imple poids, de l'inſtrument qui n'eſt 


pas conſiderable. 


+ Donc la rupture de cet organe ſera 
raiſonnablement attribute a T'amolliſſe- 
ment de ſes fibres ou a un ulcere qui en 
aura uſe Vepaiſſeur. Ou trouve pluſieurs 
examples de I ulcere, dans le Recueil de 
Bonetus, mais un ſeul de la Moleſſe.“ 


The enlarged bulk and weight of the 


ſubſtance of the heart 1s ſometimes ſud- 
denly fatal as well as 1ts rupture : ſuch 
a caſe is quoted by Lanciſi, from the Chi- 
rurg. Obſerv. of P. Marchetti The pa- 


tient 
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tient ſeems to have laboured under the 
ſymptoms of the Angina Pedloris, as they 
are exactly and eloquently deſcribed by 
Dr. Heberden. The heart was found three 
times its natural ſize, and the pericardium 
adhered in many places to the pleura, and 
even to the diaphragm, ſo as to weigh 
it down, and occaſion a fulneſs in the 


hypochondria. 


A corpulent gentleman, aged ſeventy, 
who had been for ſome time troubled with 
aſthma and pain in his cheſt, and died 
ſuddenly, being opened, oſſifications were 
found in the aorta and the baſis of the 
heart; its bulk and weight increaſed by an 
unuſual quantity of fat: ſuch alſo ſeemed to 
be the cauſe of the ſudden death of C. B 
for the heart and abdomen ſeemed covered 
with more fat than Mr. Cauſer, a ſkilful Sur- 
geon, who opened the body, had ever ſeen, 


Beſides theſe cauſes of Angina Peltorts, 
ollifications of the valves of the heart, 
polypole concretions in its ventricles, ex- 
tending far into the great veſſels; water, 


Vol. I. 3D blood, 
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blood, and purulent matter in the peri- 
cardium, mediaſtinum, or cavity of the 
thorax, have produced it: and the ſame 
ſudden termination of life will often be 
brought about by cauſes acting on the 
living nerves, which leave no morbid ap- 
pearance 1n the vital organs diſtinguiſhable 


after death by diſſection. 


Aneuriſms, ruptures, and other fatal 
diſeales of the heart, are often cauſed by 
fear, ſudden pathon, oppreſſive anxiety, 
and other vehement emotions of the mind 
often indulged. I recollect ſeveral perſons 
who had the Angina Pectoris, and who 
died ſuddenly, to have been of this kind 
of diſpoſition. The government of paſſion 
is therefore to be conſidered as neceſſary 
to prevent this cataſtrophe, as well as 
to ſecure general eaſe and health. Far be 
it from me to with to baniſh from the breaſt 
its molt engaging feelings, and to plant 
inſtead the unfeeling torpor which inſulates 
individuals, and makes them unaffected and 
indifferent to the intereſts, the woe, or 
happineſs of mankind. Such was not my 


decealed 
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deceaſed friend. I only wiſh to regulate 
and temper this amiable warmth of ſoul, 
and to keep in view a fact, that the heart 
is an involuntary organ. Volition has no 
power over it, and unimpaſſioned thought 
does not affect it; but the frequent repe- 
tition and long indulgence in vehement 
and uneaſy paſſions, have often created 
the moſt fatal diſeaſes in this part. 


This ſurvey of ſome of the cauſes of 
Angina Pectoris ſhews why it is ſo gene- 
rally an incurable and mortal diſeaſe, and 
yet points out the expediency of attempt- 
ing a cure in ſome caſes and circumſtances; 
and, in all caſes, the duty of attempting 
to put off the fatal hour, by prudent me- 
thods of prevention and palliation, by 
ſobriety and regularity of life and diet, 
guarding againſt exceſſes of every kind, 
which may create indigeſtion or too much 
diſtend the ſtomach, eſpecially at bed time; 
tor in a decumbent poſture the preſſure of 
2 ſlomach overfilled, as well as its uneaſy 
irritated ſtate, muſt create very dangerous 
obſtacles to che circulation of the blood, 

2 0 92 when 
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when any diſeaſe in the heart renders it 
already too unequal to its office ; obviating 
fulneſs of the blood veſſels by ſeaſonable 
evacuations, and by keeping the ſecretions 
open; avoiding hurry, and exceſſive ac- 
celerated motion, by hard exerciſe; yet 
ſupporting the ſtrength and ſpirits by being 
much in the open air and on horſeback, 
and much too in the ſociety of cheerful 
and ealy companions, 


Worceſter, Dec. 1, 
1785. 


A E XXXH. 


Of the Scarlatina Anginoſa, as it appeared 
in London in the Year 1786: By Janes 
Sius, M. D. PRESIDENT of the MEpi- 
CAL SOCIETY of LONDON, &c. 


Read January 8th and 29th, 1787. 
| HE Scarlatina Anginoſa having been 


epidemic in London and its vicinity 
during the laſt half of the year 1786, and 
having been attended with conſiderable 
mortality 
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mortality, eſpecially amongſt children, a 
conciſe deſcription of it may not be un- 
worthy the attention of the public. After 
having ſaid that it occaſioned great morta- 
lity, it muſt appear ſurpriſing that only 
nineteen deaths are put down to the ac- 
count of ſore throat in the bill of mortality 
lor the whole year; but it is to be noticed 
that in the ſame bill ſeven hundred and 
ninety- three deaths are placed under the 
head of meaſles, which is a greater number 
in proportion to the whole deaths than 
ever happened in one year. It is further 
to be remarked, that the meaſles were 
not perhaps in London during the whole 
year; at leaſt I imagine they could not 
be very common, ſince I did not ſee a 
ſingle inſtance of them, although I ſaw 
above two thouſand patients in that time 
in my private practice, and in that of the 
General-Diſpenſary, which differs from 
that of hoſpitals in ſhewing us diſorders as 
they occur in the houſes of individuals. 
The reſemblance between the ſcarlet erup- 
tion in this fever and that of the meaſles 

may 
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may eaſily account for the miſtake of 
unſcientific ſearchers, ſince perhaps even 
Morton himſelf confounds them in his de- 
ſcription of Spurious Meaſles, which from 
his account of the Angina attending them, 
ſeem to be no other than the diſeaſe of 
which we are now treating. 


Another obſervation occurring from the 
bills of mortality, 1s that the article of 
fever, comprehending ſcarlet and ſpotted 
fever, is vaſtly increaſed above what it has 
been any» year for a dozen preceding ones. 
Under this head therefore a large number 
of the deaths by this diſeaſe are probably 
included, 


To give ſome adequate idea of the viru- 
lence of this malady, I {hall only mention 
that whatever houſe it found a footing 
in, it never left until it had viſited every 
young perſon, and moſt of thoſe advanced 
in life; fo that many families loſt two chil- 
dren, ſome more, and I have reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that many grown perſons fell vic- 
tims to it, who were ſuppoſed to die o 


Common 
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common fevers; which circumſtance ſhall 
be more particularly noticed in the ſequel. 


The ſummer of 1789, was the warm- 
eſt that had been felt for a ſeries of 
years, and was attended by an uncom- 
mon quantity of thunder, at leaſt in the 
vicinity of London. Two moſt remark- 
able meteors likewiſe appeared, of which 
deſcriptions may be ſeen in the Philoſophi- 
cal Tranſactions: this was ſucceeded by 
two the froſtieſt winters that had been 
known ſince the year 1740. The ſpring, 
and beginning of the ſummer which ſuc- 
ceeded the laſt of thele, namely, that of 
1785, was exceedingly dry, ſo as to occa- 
ſion in moſt countries a great ſcarcity of 
grals : ſince that time the weather has been 
very wet and rainy, few fair days occurring 
even in the ſummer or autumn of 1786. 
How far this ſeries of weather operated in 
propagating the diſeaſe we are treating 
of, ſhall be the ſubject of future conſider- 


ation. 


The firſt cale that I ſaw of this diſorder 


Was 
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was in the month of March 1786, when 
there was ſnow lying on the ground. It 
attacked a young gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood of Camberwell, and confined 
him to his bed about twelve days, after 
which he recovered: {lowly his former ſtate 
of health. The ſcarlet effloreſcence was 
conſiderable, and his throat was much 
inflamed, and threw off ſome ſloughs. 
Though it appeared molt of the inflamma- 
tory nature, yet it betrayed its malignity 
by infecting a female relation who came to 
attend him ; but as ſhe was carried home 
as ſoon as the inflammation became con- 
ſiderable, and as I met with no more caſes 
of it for ſeveral weeks, it made no great 
impreſſion on my mind. 


In the month of May, I attended a 
young lady at a boarding-ſchool in Hamp- 
ſtead, who had a ſore throat, but no ſcar- 
let eruption ; the inflammation almoſt dil- 
appeared and returned alternately for the 
ſpace of ſeveral weeks, and had ſo little 
of a putrid or malignant appearance, that 
when the moſt ſerious conſequences fol- 

towed 
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lowed it afterwards, I did not at firſt aſcribe 
the effects to her. 


By this ſpark, however, a violent 
flame was apparently kindled; for, all at 
once, in the month of June, ſeveral young 
ladies in the ſame ſchool were affected, 
and the infection made ſuch progreſs, that 
in a ſhort time above twenty were ſeized 
with the diſeaſe in a violent degree, beſides 
many more who had it lightly. At that 
time it prevailed in a ſmaller degree in 
ſome other villages about London, but did 
not make any conſiderable progreſs in the 
Capital until the month of Auguſt, from 
which time until the end of the year, it 
increaſed to a very great degree; ſo that 
in the General-Diſpenſary, and] in private 


practice, I have ſeen above three hundred 
cales of 1t. 


The diſeaſe being moſt prevalent among 
children and young perfons, I ſhall firſt 
delineate its appearance in them, and prin- 
cipally under the mode of treatment here- 
alter to be deſcribed ; for under a different 

Vol. I. o2E mode 
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mode I have not a doubt that the appear- 
ances would have differed. This is a cir- 
cumſtance too frequently miſtaken by au- 
thors, who deſcribe as univerſal, thoſe 
ſymptoms which only occur when a com- 
plaint is managed in their particular man- 
ner ; by which means thoſe who ſee it when 
treated differently, are often led to deny 
its being the ſame, and many needleſs 
varieties, if not ſpecies, and even genera 
of diſeaſes are created, 


The firſt ſymptom which uſually pointed 
out to the family the acceſs of the diſorder 
was a great ſickneſs of the ſtomach, with a 
very copious bilious vomiting ; yet, though 
this was the firſt thing that alarmed by- 
ſtanders, I have reaſon to ſay with almoſt 
certainty, that it was preceded by other 
ſymptoms. In many families where ſome 
have been conhned with the diſeaſe, I have 
had an opportunity of obſerving the firſt, 
and moſt minute approach of 1t in others, 
and there always found that the firſt marks 
of its approach were a paleneſs and dejec- 
tion of countenance ; and if the ſauces 


Were 
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were inſpected, the under edge of the 
velum pendulum palati, was conſiderably 
redder than natural. The pulſe at this 
time was rather diſturbed, and flurried 
than feveriſn; in ſome the uvula was more 
inflamed, and the tonſils a little ſwelled, fo 
as to give a {light degree of pain in ſwal- 
lowing ; this pain and inflammation, how- 
ever, varied on different days, ſo as to 
give frequently hopes of the diſorder going 
entirely off; and I have reaſon to think 
that it often did go off under a treatment 
hereafter to be mentioned, without ever 
gaining greater ground, In very many, 
however, after remaining in this uncer- 
tain variable ſtate for ſeveral days, the ſick- 
neſs and vomiting came on ſuddenly, and 
the diſeale was completely formed. 


Immediately after the vomiting, or at 
leaſt the next morning, a conſiderable red- 
neſs of the face appeared, the eyes like- 
wiſe were ſomewhat inflamed, but not 
watery as in the meaſles ; the pulſe at this 
time was conſiderably quicker and fuller 
than ordinary. On inſpecting the throat, 

3 E 2 a tumour 
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a tumour of the tonſils was now very evi- 
dent, attended with a florid redneſs, which 
ſpread over the whole velum pendulum, 
uvula, tongue, and that part of the palate 
adjoining the velum. Moſt complained of 
a {light pain in deglutition, and a few of a 
conſiderable pain obviouſly from the great- 
neſs of the tumour, which in them was 


very large. 


The redneſs which had ſhewn itſelf in 
the face, ſoon began to ſpread over the 
reſt of the body, and particularly the 
arms, ſo that in ſpace of twenty-four hours 
it was become pretty univerſal. In many 
it was ſpread very evenly, in which caſe 
it was ſimply of a red colour; but in others, 
eſpecially where the fever was ſomewhat 
higher, it appeared in large blotches, of 
a ſcarlet, or fiery red colour, which were 
Taiſed above the ſkin, or rather the place 
where they were was elevated and ſwelled. 
Theſe blotches uſually diſappeared in the 
parts where they were, firſt ſeen, in a day 
or two; afterwards appearing in another, 
and ſo on ſor many days; nay, I have 

| known 
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known them continue thus above a fort- 
night, and in a very few inſtances, after 
all the ſymptoms were abated, and the diſ- 
order apparently almoſt gone off, I have 
ſeen a freſh crop of them with a reitera- 
tion of the former complaints. 


By the third day of the diſeaſe the redneſs 
was at its height, ſcarcely admitting of any 
increaſe afterwards. This was by no means 
the cale with the Angina, for ſoon after 
the firſt redneſs appeared on the tongue 
and fauces, a prodigious ſecretion, of a 
tough, whitiſh mucus, from theſe parts 
took place, which ſpeedily overſpread them, 
covering them with a thick tenacious ſlough. 
This pleghm might be expetted to raiſe a 
conſtant cough andendeavour to ſpit it out; 
but that was by no means the cale, as very 
few patients ſeemed tobe incommoded there- 
by, or have much deſire to get rid of it. 


About the fourth day, whilſt the efflo- 
reſcence uſually continued the ſame, or 
was even begun to decline, the complaints 
about the throat were on the increaſe. 


The 
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The moſt frequent appearance was a great 
{welling of the tonſils, which looked very 
red and inflamed, but not ulcerated, as did 
alſo the adjacent parts. There were how- 
ever in many caſes conſiderable ulcers to be 
ſeen on the tonſils and velum pendulum, 
particularly where 1t hangs from the bones, 
ſpreading ſometimes along theſe bones for 
a little way. 


I ſhould have mentioned that theſe ul- 
cers were often to be leen, in a ſmall de- 
gree, on the third day; nay, I have ſeen 
them in two or three bad caſes on the 
ſecond morning ; and there was I believe 


an appearance often preceding them from 


whence they might to a certainty be prog- 
noſticated. This was a ſomewhat raiſed, 
circumſcribed, deep purple appearance of 
the parts, which did not look like ſound 
fleſh, but had that puffy look which we ſee 
in what is commonly called proud fleſh, 
The ulcers were covered with an aſh colour- 
ed ſlough, which ſometimes aſſumed a livid 
or blackiſh colour ; this change I at firſt 
aſcribed to greater malignity, and expected 

a fatal 
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a fatal event; but not finding this conjec- 
ture verified in the event, I came to diſre- 
gard this appearance. 


On the fifth day, uſually, all the appear- 
ances about the mouth and throat were at 
the height; the ſwelling of the tonſils was 
now greateſt; the ulcers, if there were any, 
largeſt and darkeſt coloured, and the diffi- 
culty of ſwallowing moſt obſervable; their 
voice likewiſe was manifeſtly altered, being 
often ſnuffling through the noſe: this altera- 
tion I firſt aſcribed to the ſame caule as in a 
common cold, and expected it to be exactly 
in proportion to the ſize of the ſwellings 
about the tonſils. This expectation was alſo 
verified in many who had great ſwellings 
there; the alteration beginning on the ſecond 
or third day, increaſing as the tumours roſe, 
and leſſening as they declined and went 
away. Yet a number of the vorſt caſes 
ſhewed this not to be exactly the matter of 
fact; in them the voice being notably 
altered, although there either had been no 
apparent ſwelling there, or at leaſt what 
little there had been was totally gone, and 
the parts had aſſumed a tolerably healthy 

look. 
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look. The quantity of phlegm and viſcid 


matter with which their mouths were now 
filled, eſpecially infants and relaxed wo- 
men, was almoſt inconceivable, and they 
were no ſooner freed from it than it 
was re-produced in as great quantity as 
before; ſo that clearing their throats and 
mouths of it, was an endleſs, and apparently 
a needleſs trouble, as 1t did not accumulate 
by being let alone, nor did the patient 
ſeem to feel any inconvenience from it, as 


they always ſhewed a great reluctance to 
the having 1t meddled with. 


This phlegm was moſtly only remark- 
able for its extreme tenacity ; ſometimes, 
however, it was about the height of the 
diſeaſe, and afterwards, mixed with blood. 
I have likewiſe {een in bad caſes, lumps as 
large as walnuts ſpit up, or rather dragged 
out of the mouth, of a firm conſiſtence, 
and reddiſh, looking exactly like the coagu- 
lable lymph of the blood mixed with ſome 
of the red particles. Thele lumps ſeemed 
to come both from the trachea and eſopha- 
gus, as in all the caſes where I ſaw them, 
there 
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there was both a difficulty of breathing 


and allo of ſwallowing, which latter in 
ſome went lo far as totally to hinder them 
from taking any ſolid food, the pain and 
ſtraitening of the paſlage being lower than 
the pharinx. 


I ſhall now mention ſome other ſymp- 
toms which accompanied it from the firſt. 
As inſpecting the fauces, to ſee the various 
changes from day to day, led me often 
to depreſs the tongue, I could not but ob- 
ſerve, that all from the very beginning com- 
plained of that depreſſion giving them great 
pain, much more indeed than I had ever 
oblerved in common quinſies, though at- 
tended with vaſtly greater ſwelling and in- 
flammation. Children marked their reluc- 
tance in the moſt ſtriking manner by their 
cries and ſtruggles; indeed all, even to the 
eldeſt, ſhewed great averſion to the having 
their mouths or fauces at all meddled with. 
This pain and reluctance continued ſeveral 
days after the diſorder had been at the 
height, as did alſo the inability to take 
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ſolid food, mentioned in a former para- 


graph. 


As ſoon as the phlegm appeared very 
copiouſly in the fauces, a diſcharge of mat- 
ter took place from the noſe in many; this 
reſembled in colour what came from the 
mouth, but was much thinner and leſs 
tenacious. The nole in theſe was evidently 
fore, and they complained of great pain 


in having it even gently wiped ; the under 


part of it and the upper lip were often 
ſwelled, red, and excoriated by this diſ- 
charge, which continued moſtly ſeveral 
days after the diſorder began to decline. 


It may appear to many, that this 1s 
a very imperfect account of ſo conſiderable 


an epidemic, which raged ſo univerſally ; 


but this opinton will ceale on reading the 
following liſt of ſymptoms which did not 
appear. And firſt, there was no great 
degree of fever attendant upon the diſ- 
order; the pulle was at the firſt ſtrong, but 
as the diſorder advanced it loſt in ſtrength 
what it gained in quickneſs, and at the 


height 
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height was indeed very quick, but neither 
remarkable for its ſtrength nor weakneſs ; 
and that being over it fell quickly, often 
intwenty-four hours, to its natural ſtandard. 
The heat of the ſkin was moſtly not conſider- 
able, it was greateſt when the effloreſcence 
was at the height, and declined with that, or 
if it failed to do ſo, the diſorder never went 
off in a kindly manner. There was ſcarcely 
ever any degree of thirſt, ſo that many, 
eſpecially children, could not be prevailed 
on to drink enough to keep their throats 
in ſeemingly proper plight for deglutition ; 
or even thoſe more advanced never took 
drink except when put in mind of it. Ano- 
ther remarkable circumſtance as to their 
drink was, that when aſked what they 
choſe, they almoſt univerſally, even to the 
children who liſped their words, mention- 
ed wine or porter. They had moſtly no 
appetite, yet on being preſſed to it could 
get down any liquid food without great di{- 
reliſh; and ſome ſhewed a deſire for ſtrong 
and reliſhing diſnes; they were almoſt never 
either coſtive or purged; their breathing, 
except in a few bad caſes, was never diffi- 
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cult or laborious ; their breath was never 
fœtid, or particularly offenſive ; they all 
ſlept well, in general much more than natu- 
ral, not excepting thole who died of it: 
it muſt be remarked, however, that this 
catalogue of favourable ſymptoms 1s only 
to be referred to thole caſes that were treat- 
ed in the mode hereafter to be mentioned, 
as 1t was evident enough that thoſe who 
were treated differently had abundance 
of malignant ſymptoms. 


On the ſixth day uſually, in ſome a little 
later, the diſorder began to decline; the ef- 
floreſcence had by this time in molt perſons 
completely diſappeared ; the ſwellings of 
the tonſils gradually began to ſubſide; the 
phlegm was becoming leſs tenacious, and 
ſeparated with cale from the fauces, as did 
the {loughs from the ulcers, leaving them, 
in part raw, butof a clear healthy red, which 
in a day or two was the ſituation of all within 
the mouth; the pulle quickly came to its 
natural ſtandard. About this time many 


had ſome laxative motions, paſſing a ſimi- 
lar mucus matter to that diſcharged from 
the 
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the mouth and noſe; theſe, however, did 
not weaken the patient, and after a gentle 
doſe of rhubarb they entirely ceaſed. The 
appetite returned, but not to that degree 
of voraciouſneſs that I have often ſeen after 
feveriſh complaints; ſo that by the eighth 
or ninth day health ſeemed to be reſtored, 
except that a conſiderable degree of weak- 
neſs remained for a time in thoſe advanced 
in life who had been ſeverely afflicted with 
the diſorder. As ſoon as the amendment 
was very evident, the inclination for porter 
and wine entirely ceaſed, and many children 
who had before drunk it greedily, could not 
be brought to taſte a drop. 


This was the courle run by the diforder 
in the ſummer: as the harveſt however 
advanced, there was ſome variation ob- 
ſervable in it; a frequent ſhort hicking 
cough took place in many; they did not 
bring up any matter with it, nor did each 
fit laſt beyond one or two ſhort expectora- 
tions, but theſe were repeated ſeveral times 
in a minute; many who had no appearance 
of pituita, and but the ſlighteſt poſſible 


appearance 
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appearance of Angina, had this cough 
more troubleſome than thoſe who had 
much of either. Another circumſtance at 
this time of the year, I mean in November 
and December, was, that a few days after 
the apparent change of the diſorder, a 
{ſwelling attacked the face, but more fre- 
quently the extremities, attended with 
moſt excruciating pain. This ſwelling was 
neither red, puffy, nor œdematous, and 
did not depend upon the previous mode 
of treatment, as it occurred in thoſe who 
had been treated in the moſt different 
manners. Some firſt complained of a vio- 
lent tooth-ach ; after two or three days 
they often complained of an equally vio- 
lent pain in the back, the firſt one gra- 
dually ſubſiding. In a day or two more, 
or even ſooner, the pain attacked their 
elbows, vriſts, and hands, which were 
uſually the laſt parts attacked; theſe pains 
in ſome patients were only in the hands 
and arms. The laſt difference I {hall men- 
tion in this diſcaſe, was a ſwelling of the 
parotid glands; I mention this here, be- 
cauſe the firſt caſe where I ſaw this ſwelling 
in 
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in any degree, occurred after the midſt of 
September. This ſwelling was ſometimes 
apparent in the beginning of the complaint, 
at other times it came on about the fifth day 
with great pain, protracting the diſeaſe; 
and in many it came after the effloreſcence 
had entirely diſappeared, bringing it in 
ſome degree, and all the feveriſh ſymptoms, 
back with it. Though this ſwelling was 
attended with great pain, I did not ſee 
one cale of its ſuppurating, any more than 
I did of the tonſils inwardly undergoing 
the ſame procels, although I have heard 
this mentioned by ſome practitioners ; but 
I am inclinable to think, we only difiered 
about the meaning of the term, for I have 
leen caſes where the tonſils, after being 
greatly ſwelled, have pretty rapidly ſub- 
ſided, whilſt the perſons have ſpit up diſ- 
agreeable phlegm more copiouſly and freely; 
and if they mean this by ſuppuration, there 
Is no difference between us. I would not, 
however, call this a ſuppuration, becauſe 
what was ſpit up had no appearance of 
pus, as in Anginas that I have ſeen really 
luppurate; nor could the formation of 
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matter be at all ſeen in the part, as I have 
perceived in other quinkes ; I therefore 
think this was only a reſolution of the in- 
flammation, wherein the parts being re- 
laxed, a more copious ſecretion, and freer 
excretion took place. 


I ſhould mention here, that, both in the 
caſes attended with the pains already men- 
tioned, and thoſe with the parotids, the 
pulſe was more violent and inflammatory 
than in any other caſes I have ſeen. 


There was one ſymptom which I ſaw 
in ſeveral caſes follow the criſis of this 
diſeaſe, and which deſerves to be parti- 
cularly noticed. This was a moſt incon- 
ceiveable degree of languor, which at- 
tacked the patient in an inſtant when all 
diſorder ſeemed almoſt gone ; it was with- 
out pain or unealineſs, nay, I may ſay, 
without dejection of ſpirits, for, although 
I have known ſome take a ſolemn leave 
of their families. yet it was with the utmoſt 
tranquillity, and, on being aſſured by me 
on my arrival that 1t was unattended with 

danger, 
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danger, they have continued for ſeveral 
hours whilſt it laſted, converſing with thoſe 
about them in the moſt placid cheerful 
manner. A Watch-Maker gave me the beſt 
deſcription of this, by telling me that he 
felt as if all his inward works were going 
inſtantly to ſtop, his main-ſpring of life 
being entirely run down. I am inclinable 
to think, that this feeling is connected 
with the Angina, from having myſelf ſuf- 
fered it after one of the attacks of that 
diſorder, which for many years I was ſub- 
ject to. As there were no other ſymptoms 
but the mere languor, I found proper 
encouragement given to the patients them- 
ſelves, and ſome gentle cordials preſcribed, 
in order to ſatisfy them and the by-ſtand- 
ers, Who were always more alarmed than 
the ſufferer, together with a little teme, a 
medicine that cures oftener than we are 
willing to acknowledge, always got the 
better of it. | 


As I have gone through the manner in 
which it terminated favourably, I ſhall now 
proceed to the way in which it ended fatally. 

Vol. I. 3 G On 


410 MEMOIRS of the 


On the fourth or fifth day, in ſome even 
ſooner, a great deſipientia began to ap- 
pear ; this never role to delirium, but ap- 
peared like fatuity, their eyes having a 
filly vacant ſtare, and their words ſcarcely 
having any meaning. I mention this ſymp- 
tom firſt, as being the moſt ſtriking and 
conſtant one, and very different from that 
wandering on awaking from ſleep, or rather 
when in a ſtate between fleeping and waking, 
which many had in the more favourable 
ſpecies of the diſeaſe, and which often ac- 
companies other fevers ; their pulſe became 
at the ſame time very quick, unequal, and 
weak, and in many was not to be perceived; 
their extremities loſt their feveriſh heat, 
though far from cold; and their whole 
{kin, inſtead of the ſcarlet, aſſumed a very 
remarkable appearance, which reſembled 
nothing ſo much as that of a dead body 
which has been kept ſeveral days, or as if 
a mixture of blood and water were univer- 
ſally diffuſed under it and could be ſeen 
through it; the ſkin at the ſame time felt 
entirely flaccid, but without any perſpira- 


tion, and though not ſo cold, yet like that 
of 
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of a corpſe; they had little purging, but 
whatever they paſled in that way was moſtly 
without their knowledge, as was their uri- 
nary diſcharge; they ſeemed to have ſome 
difficulty in ſwallowing, at leaſt they were 
exceedingly averſe to make any attempt 
for that purpole ; their breath, though far 
from laborious in general, yet was ſome- 
times for a few minutes very unequal and 
ſeemingly difficult; but I have ſeen this 
inequality, though not to ſo high a degree, 
in ſome that recovered: a few of theſe 
had their throats loaded with an enormous 
quantity of viſcid phlegm, which railed a 
rattling kind of cough, without any at- 
tempt. to ſpit it up; but far the greater 
number had loſt moſt of the morbid ap- 
pearances in their throat; ſo that from an 
inſpection of that alone, a perſon would 
have been inclined to pronounce them out 
of danger. This ſtage laſted but a ſhort 
time, the patients mollly dying in twenty- 
four or thirty-ſix hours after it began. 
Though I was called to many in it, the 
friends never having been alarmed until 
the extreme weakneſs and faintneſs attend- 
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ing 1t rouſed them from their ſecurity, and 
tried a variety of the moſt powerful medi- 
cines, particularly cordials, bliſters, and 
even James's powder and antimonials; Idid 


not find any of the ſmalleſt ſervice, and ſaw 


only one perſon who recovered from it: 
this was a woman, in whom the change 
appeared very late, ſo that it was the four- 
teenth day of the diſeaſe when ] firſt ſaw 
her. In her the pulſe was not to be felt, 
and ſhe was totally inſenſible, although ſhe 
had been drinking two bottles of white wine 
a day for ſeveral days. As I thought the 
caſe almoſt deſperate, on conſidering all the 
ſymptoms, which were thoſe of the laſt 
{tage before deſcribed, I reſolved to try 
what leaving off wine and ſubſtituting 
porter in its ſtead might do, finding that 
to be the liquor ſhe was molt accuſtomed 
to; though ſcarcely able to articulate any 
words, ſhe teſtihed as well as ſhe could 
great pleaſure in the change, and drank 
greedily three or four quarts a day. From 
this moment ſhe began to amend, yet ſhe 
was reduced ſo low that, although it is 
leveral months ſince, ſhe has not yet reco- 
vered any tolerable ſhare of ſtrength or 


health, 


Medical Society of London. 413 


health. The way in which this diſeaſe 
terminated fatally, at a later period, I 
{hall take notice of hereafter, 


I have hitherto mentioned the ſore 
throat and ſcarlet eruption as always oc- 
curring together in this diſeaſe, but the 
fact is, ſeveral patients had the Angina 
without any apparent eruption, whilſt on 
the other hand, others had the eruption 
without any ſoreneſs of the throat ; the 
former happened almoſt entirely to thoſe 
beyond the age of puberty, whilſt the lat- 
ter was as much confined to the more 
youthful. In one child the ſcarlet fever 
appeared without any Angina, and having 
finiſhed 1ts courle, left the patient ſeeming- 
ly in perfect health; but in a few days 
a fever returned without any eruption, 
but with a very conſiderable degree of fore 
throat, and much pain and ſwelling of the 
tonſils and parotids, which hkewile ran its 
courſe as if the former ſymptoms had never 
appeared, Thele anomalous cales hap- 
pened more frequently towards the cloſe 
of the year, when the varieties before men- 
tioned likewile took place, 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt this diforder reigned among the 
young, and attacked ſome of the middle- 
aged, a fever, ſimilar in many reſpetts, 
was common among perſons more advan- 
ced in life, which hkewile attacked ſome 
of the middle-aged who had been debi- 
litated by previous diſeaſe, long courſes 
of weakening medicines, or finally, and 
more eſpecially, by long anx1ety and vex- 
ation of mind, which laſt is in this town 
a molt frequent, though unſuſpected cauſe 
of fatal fevers; ſo much ſo, that I am con- 
vinced that many huncreds annually are 
carried off here by rapid fevers cauſed by 
diſappointment alone, and have likewiſe 
obſerved that a reputed putrid fever is the 
moſt general exit of all thoſe who are un- 
ſucceſsful in life, I mean in this town, for 
in the country the caſe is very different. 
This fever was exceedingly mortal, ſeveral 
medical men, as I have reaſon to believe, 
falling ſacrifices to it. About the manner 
of its ſeizure I can ſay nothing from my 
own knowledge, having not ſeen one per- 
fon early in it. It was uſually about the 
leventh or eighth day of the diſeaſe when 

I firft 
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I firſt ſaw them, at which time they were in 
a Nate exattly reſembling what I have de- 
ſcribed as the cloſe of the ſcarlet ſever. 
They were deſipient, inſenſible, with a pulſe 
{carcely to be felt, and not to be counted, 
and had all petechiæ; the ſkin of their 
extremities had likewiſe that corpſe-like ap- 
pearance already mentioned. On inquiry, I 
found that their malady had given no alarm 
to their friends until that moment, being 
uſually aſcribed to lowneſs of ſpirits, and 
many of them had not been entirely con- 
fined to their bed until within a day or two ; 
none of them had any ſcarlet effloreſcence, 
and on aſking whether they had any ſore 
throat, it was uniformly denied; yet, on 
a more minute inveſtigation, I found that 
they all had complained of a very ſ{hght 
one, which, as perhaps they never men- 
tioned it but once, made no impreſſion on 
the by-ſtanders, nor would it ever have 
been thought of afterwards but for the 
extreme exactneſs of my inquiries. On 
inſpecting their fauces, I found their 
teeth ſurrounded with a dark furring, 
no mucus in their throat, their tongue 


dryiſh, 
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dryiſh, but not remarkably foul, and in all 
a ſlightly inflamed line along the under 
part of the velum pendulum and uvula, 
exactly like what I have already deſcribed 
in ſome caſes of the former fever. Theſe 
patients in a day or two all ſunk to reſt, as 
I may call it, dying without a ſtruggle, or 
almoſt a groan, the ſtrongeſt cordials not 
ſeeming to produce the ſmalleſt effect, and 
bliſters in many not even raiſing the {kin 
in the ſmalleſt degree. Whether this fever 
was the ſame as that before deſcribed, 
varied only by the age and circumſtances 
of the patient, or was ſimilar to thoſe de- 
ſcribed by Sydenham, occurring at the 
ſame time with a particular epidemic diſ- 
order, as the ſebris varioloſa, which pre- 
vailed at the time the ſmall- æpox were epi- 
demic, I cannot abſolutely determine: 
from ſeeing, in two inſtances, the Anginous 
fever, apparently raiſed in a family by 
an elderly perſon who had this laſt de- 
{cribed ſever; and allo in a few inſtances 
from meeting with the latter, where the 
young part of the family had gone through 
the former ſpecies of fever, I ſhould be 

led 
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led to ſuppoſe them only varieties of the 
ſame diſeaſe; but on the other hand, theſe 
coincidences were ſo rare as to leave the 
matter ſtill in doubt. Without attempting 
to propoſe any conjectures on this head, I 
ſhall proceed to deſcribe the method of 
cure of the firſt ſpecies of fever already 
deſcribed, and which I call the Scarlating 
Anginoſu, premiſing, that but two perſons 
died out of above two hundred in whom it 
was uſed; both of which caſes ſhall be 


mentioned hereafter. 


I had been myſelf, every winter for 
many years, liable to one or more attacks 
of the inflammatory Angina, for which I 
had uſed many methods of cure in vain, 
the diſorder running its regular courle in 
ſpite of all my efforts; and to ſhew that 
theſe were not feeble ones, I ſhall only 
mention that I once had about forty 
ounces of blood taken from my arm in the 
ſpace of eight hours, without its ſeeming 
in the leaſt to ſhorten the complaint. At 
laſt, about ten years ago, I reſolved to try 
what the vitriolic acid would do in the 
caſe; I therefore, on the next attack, ſent 
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for two ounces of the oil of vitriol, and 
mixing part of 1t with water, I made as 
ſtrong a gargle as my throat would poſſibly 
bear; I continued five hours inceſſantly 
gargling with this, until I had uſed many 
quarts of water, and alſo the greateſt part 
of the acid : that I might give the gargle 
the greater efficacy, I; from time to time, 
ſwallowed as much of it as I found my 
ſtomach would receive, The deſign I had 
of ſwallowing part of it was my reaſon for 
chooſing this acid, as I knew the ſtomach 
would bear a much greater quantity of it 
than any other aſtringent we are acquainted 
with, and believe we cannot apply a gargle 
ſufficiently to the diſeaſed part without 
letting fome of it pals into the @/ophagus. 
So intent was I in the proſecution of my 
icheme, that I beheve I would have per- 
liſted until I had uſed the whole of the acid, 
had I not been conſtrained to leave off by 
exceſſive faintneſs and fatigue ; when I had 
done, the inflammation had entirely ſub- 
ſided, and my throat felt quite parched and 
{hrivelled; from that time I have not been 
once attacked by the diſeaſe. 


My 
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My ſucceſs in this caſe led me to pre- 
ſcribe the ſame acid in all other caſes of 
Angina where I was conſulted, nor have I 
had as yet reaſon to repent its exhibition. 
In this courſe of practice, however, I ſoon 
came to rely more upon 1ts inward exhi- 
bition than upon its uſe as a gargle; in 
the preſent epidemic therefore, I naturally 
had recourſe to a remedy ſo often tried and 
found ſucceſsful ; my common preſcription 
was two ounces of tincture of roſes, a 
drachm of ſyrup of lemons, and ſpirit 
of vitriol twenty drops, or as much as 
could be added to the tincture without 
making it too highly acid for the particular 
patient 1t was preſcribed for. This draught 
was ordered to be taken by an adult every 
hour and half, or every hour, and even 
oftener, according to the exigence of the 
caſe ; and even children from two to three 
years old have {ſwallowed much above two 


hundred drops of the acid in twenty-four 
hours, 


As I had always ſeen the greateſt advan- 
tage in putrid or malignant diſeaſes from 
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the uſe of gentle laxatives, and have 
ever found rhubarb moſt conſonant to the 
bowels of a Londoner, I began in the very 
firſt inſtance with ordering it: my com- 
mon preſcription conſiſted of equal parts 
of rhubarb and ſal polychreſt, of which 
mixture as much was taken as procured 
about two motions a day. Having already 
ſaid that the patients in this diſeaſe were not 
at all inclinable to coſtiveneſs, the exhibition 
of laxatives may ſeem to ſome unneceſſary; 
but I muſt remark, that in moſt putrid 
fevers the cale 1s the ſame, yet their ule 
ſeems ever attended with ſingular advan- 
tage, and beſides, there was frequently a 
nauſea and conſiderable vomiting attending 
the beginning of the diſeaſe we are now 
treating of. I ſhould perhaps have men— 
tioned firſt, that wherever this nauſea took 
place, I always ordered a gentle emetic of 
ipecacuanha wine to be taken inſtantly, 
which ever gave conſiderable relief; this re- 
medy, however, was ſcarcely ever given but 
in that particular circumſtance, and cannot 
therefore be enumerated among thoſe com- 
monly uſed, as it was but a few caſes to 


which 
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which I was called in time to preſcribe 
it. 


Upon the above recited draughts and 
powders I ſoon found reaſon to have ſuch 
complete reliance, that in many caſes I 
never once varied them, and even where I 
did make an alteration it them, it was ſuch 
as contained their moſt efficacious parts. 
Thus, as the diſeaſe proceeded, I ſometimes 
ordered a ſtrong decoction of the bark to 
be ſubſtituted for the tincture of roſes, and 
to this, if the pulſe were very weak, I added 
ſome cordial confection and ſtomachic 
tincture, ſtill however retaining as much 
of the ſpirit of vitriol as I thought con- 
venient, and perſiſting in the uſe of the 
eccoprotic powder. 


During this whole courſe, I ordered 
the patient to eat moderately of any food 
that the ſtomach ſeemed to reliſh, not ex- 
cepting broth or fleſh, and to drink a little 
wine mixed with water if they ſelt at all low, 
or porter or ale if they ſeemed more agree- 
able to their palate, which was often the 
caſe. I have ſaid a little wine, becaule a 

large 
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large proportion of the ſufferers being 
very young, did not ſeem to require any; 
and J have frequently obſerved in putrid 
caſes a large quantity of wine do great 
miſchief, where half a pint would have 
been highly ſerviceable. In all theſe caſes 
we ſhould ever keep in mind that our 
intention in ordering it ſhould be to raiſe 
the ſtrength, and that nothing debilitates 
ſo much as too large a quantity of it. 
which is extremely viſible in a perſon who 
is intoxicated. 


Having proceeded in this manner during 
the riſe and height of the diſeaſe, I found 
it neceſſary to change my plan as ſoon as 
the height was paſſed. This was a point 
of the treatment as needful to be known 
and exactly attended to as any other in the 
malady; for as ſoon as the pulſe about the 
ſixth day began to fall to the natural ſtand- 
ard, if the cordial medicines and regimen 
were perſiſted in, or increaſed with a view 
to keep up the ſinking pulſe, many vex- 
atlons or even dangerous conſequences en- 
ſucd'; a new fever, often more violent than 
the 
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the firſt, was raiſed, a great ſwelling and 
inflammation of the tonſils or parotids with 
acute pain came on, and the ſcarlet erup- 
tion re-appeared as copiouſly as before. 


In adapting ourſelves to this change 
ſeemed one of the niceties 1n the treatment 
of the diforder ; but as the change of ap- 
pearances have been already pointed out, I 
ſhall not recapitulate it; ſuffice it to ſay, 
that as ſoon as the change began, I always 
ſubtracted ſomewhat from the wine and 
cordials, and quickly prohibited them en- 
tirely, diminiſhing at the ſame time the 
{pirit of vitriol, which ſeemed now unne- 
ceſſary, and giving the rhubarb in ſmaller 
quantity, and relying during the period 
of amendment upon gentle nouriſhing diet 
and broths, as the only medicines, except 
where ſome particular ſymptom ſeemed 
to require attention. 


I have as yet ſaid nothing of gargles, 
liniments, and bliſters; the truth is, I 
place very little confidence in them, not 


but that I have tried them repeatedly. At 
lirſt 


424 MEMOIRS of the 
firſt I always ordered a gargle to be uſed 


of tincture of roſes with ſome ſpirit of 
vitriol, or acid of ſea-falt. I afterwards 


tried a ſolution of alum, vinegar, and 


other aſtringents ; I have likewiſe ordered 
milder ones, as ſage, or balm-tea, or bar- 
ley-water, but cannot ſay that I have found 
much benefit from any of them; on the 
contrary, when there were many ulcers and 
ſloughs in the throat, I think I have ſeen 
them of diſſervice if much uſed. The only 
gargle that I think I have ſeen any ſervice 
from, is brandy with a little water, or fre- 
quently without any mixture whatever; but 
even this could be uſed in general only ſel- 
dom: a very frequent ule of it, or any waſh, 
or indeed any conſtant exerciſe of the parts, 
as in expuition, ſeeming to be prejudicial. 
Waſhes thrown into the throat by a ſyringe 
ſeemed to have no better effect. As to the 
fumes of hot liquids drawn in with the 
breath, I can ſay little, having only in two 
caſes ordered the vapour of vinegar and 
water to be uled, but with no apparent 
benefit; though I have preſcribed it with 
great advantage in other caſes of quinſy 
alfecting the breathing. 

I have 
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I have uſed ſeveral outward applica- 
tions to the throat, and can ſay but little 
in their favour, Volatile liniments and 
bliſters I have ordered very often to the part, 
without perceiving any other amendment 
than happened from the change of the diſ- 
order if it was about that period, and ſuſpect 
the praiſes I have heard of them have been 
owing to their being lo timed as nearly to 
hit that period; I have beſides moltly 
found the neck a very inconvenient, and 
in ladies a totally improper, place for a 
bliſter; ſo that when on account of a 
greater degree of delirium attended with 
much fever and ſwelling about the fauces, 
I have been induced to order a bliſter, I at 
the laſt preferred applying one between 
the ſhoulders, and in theſe circumſtances 
have often perceived notable advantage 
from it. When there has been a great 
ſwelling of the parotids externally with 
conſiderable pain, a poultice of bread, 
milk, and oil, applied to them, has given 
conſiderable relief; but in other caſes I 
never preſcribed nor ſaw it applied: of 
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cupping I can ſay nothing, having never 
uſed it. 


Of bleeding, much need not be ſaid. 
That many caſes would have borne it I. 
have not a doubt, from the whole com- 
plexion of the fever attending on them, 
and therefore I know that it was many 
times preſcribed without doing miſchief ; 
but it does not follow from thence that it 
was requilite, or did good. In my own 
practice, I began early almoſt totally to 
neglect it, from an obſervation that the 
caſes where the pulſe was ſtrongeſt, and 
heat and fever higheſt, were not thoſe at- 
tended with the moſt danger, and never 
afterwards had recourſe to it but in violent 
peripneumonic ſymptoms, which indeed 
were very rarely blended with the diſeaſe; 
I am allo certain that I have ſeen many 
| cales become fatal entirely from an abuſe 
of bleeding, ſo that it was much ſafer to pro- 
hibit it univerſally, than to be at all free in 
preſcribing it; this remark, however, is only 
intended to fetter the young and unſkilful 
practitioner. A lecond bleeding I believe 

always 
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always did miſchief: the ſame remark 
will hold good as to ſcarification and the 
application of leeches. My averſion to 
bleeding in general firſt took its origin 
from finding that the application of only 
two leeches, which I myſelf had ordered, 
brought a patient into great danger, who, 
I had no reaſon otherwile to ſuppole would 
have been ſo: taught, therefore, by my 
own miſtake, I was afterwards cautious in 
ordering any thing of the kind (I would 
ſay to an extreme) had I in one inſtance 
found reaſon to alter my ſentiments. 


Strong purgatives ſeemed at leaſt as 
objectionable as bleeding; and whenever 
the gentle laxatives already recommended 
had a conſiderable effect, I found it neceſ- 
fary immediately to put a ſtop to it by 
opiates, as whatever exhauſted the patient 
was carefully to be avoided, and London- 
ers, though requiring eccoprotics as much 
as any people whatever, bear ſtrong pur- 
gatives beyond all compariſon the worſt. 
The ſame may be ſaid of ſudoriſics, for 
though a gentle perſpiration did good, and 

312 uſually 
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uſually attended the turn of the diſeaſe, 
yet great ſweats were almoſt ever per- 
nicious. 


With reſpect to expoſure to air, I found 
this diſorder, when the effloreſcence was 
conſiderable, to agree perfectly with the 
meaſles, it being abſolutely requiſite to 
conſine the patient to his bed, and to 
keep the room moderately warm with fire; 
in this caſe the drink was allowed to 
be a little warmed, which I found was 
moſt pleaſing to the patient's palate ; but 
where the effloreſcence was leſs, theſe 
precautions were unnecellary, nor were 
they deſired by the patient. It is to be 
underſtood from hence, that the expolure 
to cool air did not ſeem at all to depend 
on the ſtate of the Angina; for where 
there was little of the ſcarlet eruption and 
the patients were low, I have found them 
evidently relieved by being taken out 
of bed, and having the air of the room 
cooled. 


A ſtrict attention to the paſſions and 
affections 
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affections of the mind was exceedingly re- 
quiſite in all, but particularly in thoſe 
beyond the age of puberty. With them I 
conſtantly began by giving the moſt folemn 
aſſurances of ſafety, relating how many 
inſtances of the diſeaſe I had ſeen, and 
that the method they ſhould proſecute had 
never once failed of ſucceſs. And here 
let me mention, that the chit-chat at a 
patient's bedſide is too often neglected and 
contemned by young practitioners, who 
think 1t beneath a man of ſcience; yet 
I will venture to afhrm, that it is often of 
as much importance as all the medicines 
that can be adminiſtered, and that there 1s 
no old ſteady practitioner who has not 
ſaved many patients by it. The friendly 
attention of the phylician 1s frequently 
moſt ſhewn in theſe apparently trifling 
things, which add inconceiveably to the 
comfort of the patients and thoſe about 
them. As I am exceedingly and anxiouſly 
earneſt in inculcating theſe minute atten- 
tions, let me add a reaſon, that to a libe- 
ral mind will have no weight, which is 
that they will ever increaſe a phyſician's 


practice 
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practice and emolument ; they will ſalve 
over every inſtance of bad ſucceſs, and 
even his groſſeſt blunders, ſhould he be fo 
unfortunate as to make any; whilſt the 
contrary conduct leaves him open to every 
arrow of malevolence, every miſrepreſen- 
tation of envy; his good ſucceſs will be 
alcribed to chance, or the trifling nature 
ol the diſeaſe by even the patient himſelf, 
whilſt even thoſe fatal caſes that were out 
of the reach of medicine before he faw 
them, will be univerſally aſcribed to his in- 
attention or unſkilfulneſs. Let me add to 
all, that to this perhaps alone we are to 
aſcribe the influence which apothecaries 
have where they attend, being the confi- 
dentiai friends of the family; and even to 
it has been owing the ſole celebrity of 
many phyſicians, who have arrived at the 
ſummit of their profeſſion, with abilities 
and ſcience that would have ſcarcely enti- 
tied them to the meaneſt place in it: the 
liberal phyſician ſhould therefore practice 
it, becauſe thereby he may do good to 
others; the illiberal and ſelfiſh will natu- 

rally 


Medical Society of London. 431 


rally adhere to it, becauſes it ſerves him- 


ſelf. 


Beſides what I have mentioned as to 
alluring the patient's mind, if they were 
of ſuch an age as to be operated on by 
fears, the minds of the attendants and all 
who came nigh them were to be rendered 
eaſy, as patients often ſuſpect what is ſaid 
to themſelves, and with ſcrutinizing looks 


and queſtions endeavour to ſift out the 


phyſician's real opinion from others; the 
guarding therefore againſt this, without 
injury to his character for ability and 
preſcience requires conſiderable addrels. 
As the objects around us operate more 
upon our imaginations during illneſs than 
in health, when we have ſo many avoca- 
tions to employ them, great care was taken 
that nothing but thole perſons and things 
were brought in view that were perfectly 
agreeable to the patient. As to this matter, 
I am ſorry to ſay the moderns fall vaſtly 
behind the ancient phyſicians, who ſtudied 
and gave directions for every, the moſt 
minute, circumſtance of this kind. I will 
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only particularize one apparently trifling 
circumſtance. The figures, either painted 
or ſtamped, ſo univerſally in our bed-cur- 
tains, have, I am convinced, coſt thouſands 
of patients their lives: no ſooner is a 
perſon's head affected in a fever than theſe 
begin to confuſe his mind, and in a ſhort 
time numberleſs wild fancies are raiſed by 
them, until complete delirium is excited; 
or, if it exiſted independent of them, it 
is raiſed thereby to abſolute fury. Some 
phyſicians ſee little of this delirium, their 
common viſits being ſo ſhort as ſcarcely to 
allow the patient, before they leave him, to 
fall back into his uſual wanderings after he 
is rouſed from them to ſenſe or reflection by 
the preſence of a ſtranger, and his attention 
being drawn to a point by the being aſked 
a number of queſtions. The bed clothes 
and curtains thereſore of patients in fevers 
ſhould be abſolutely free from all images 
or impreſſions whatever, as ſhould the 
conſtant furniture of the room in which 
they lie; this, however, is not meant to 
preclude ſhewing them agreeable pictures, 

or 
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or ſuch objects at intervals as will be agree- 
able to them. 


After giving this account of the method 
purſued moſt ſucceſsfully in this diſeaſe, I 
ſhall now mention the only inſtances in 
which I knew it to fail. The firſt caſe was 
of a young lady, above ſixteen years of age, 
who was fo obſtinate, that from the very 
firſt ſhe would ſcarcely ever obey any one 


direction that was given to her; nay, ſhe - 


carried this ſo far as to boaſt to her ſchool- 
fellows that ſhe would not; {he had addreſs 
and cunning enough to ſecrete moſt of her 
medicines and to perſuade her attendants 
that ſhe had taken them: and, on the fifth 
day, fell a victim to her own miſtaken opinion 
rather than the inſufficiency of the method. 
The other caſe however was very different, 
and I ſhall mention it more particularly, 
becauſe in it I.committed two deviations 
from my own plan, of both of which I 
had much reaſon to repent. A candid 
acknowledgement of errors will not 1n- 
creaſe a perlon's preſent reputation, but a 
phyſician ſhould only ſtudy the good of 
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his profeſſion, which I am convinced would 
be more ſerved by every practitioner's re- 
lating his faults, than by all the ſucceſsful 
caſes that are daily puffed off to the world. 


In the beginning of October I was 
requeſted to viſit a family afflicted with 
this diſorder, who lived in a cloſe, damp 
ſituation. Beſides others, who had it in a 
milder manner, the eldeſt daughter was in 
the laſt ſtage of it, and died the next 
morning. The ſecond daughter, a child 
about two years old, had taken the diſeaſe 
two days before, but did not appear to 
me in a very alarming way, her throat 
it is true was ulcerated conſiderably, and 
her tonſils much ſwelled; the effloreſcence 
was at the height, and her pulſe was full 
and ſtrong, though quick. I put her upon 
the plan already laid down, and have the 
utmoſt reaſon to think every direction I 
gave was impliculy obeyed. On the fourth 
day the ſcarlet colour of the ſkin began to 
diſappear, and on the fifth, ſixth, and 
ſeventh, ſeveral of the uſual ſymptoms of 
amendment began to appear; the mouth 


looked 
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looked leſs foul, but the ſwelling of the 
tonſils did not ſubſide ſufficiently, and the 
pulſe did not come down near its natural 
ſtandard, which I attribute in part to my 
not being ſufficiently preciſe in ordering 
the quantity of wine to be diminiſhed. 
About the eighth day ſhe ſeemed to have 
an appetite, although ſhe could not ſwallow 
any thing ſolid, and even liquids were got 
down with the utmoſt difhculty, often re- 
turning both by the mouth and noſe. As her 
throat was greatly filled with phlegm, which 
leemed to prevent her {wallowing, I or- 
dered a gentle emetic to be given, which 
operated moderately : this was the ſecond 
deviation I had made from my original 
plan, and of which I repented much after- 
wards, as the child received no apparent 
benefit from it, and ſoon afterwards began 
to appear worſe. About the tenth day 
I was alarmed by ſeeing that fatuity ap- 
pear which has been already mentioned, 
and which I had always found fo fatal 
a ſymptom ; at the ſame time, the throat 
{ſwelled much externally around the tore- 
part ; the pulſe, which had continued quick 

3K 2 and 
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and weak, became now exceeding full and 
ſtrong, with an equal degree of celerity; 
great blotches of a purple colour, ap- 
proaching to livid, appeared in various 
parts of the body, and univerſal ſlight 
convulſions took place, 


As ſoon as this change began to appear, 
bliſters were tried; but in ſpite of them, 
and every method I could deviſe, the child 
grew gradually worſe; the pulſe ſunk to- 
tally, whilſt, at the ſame time, the con- 
vulſions grew ſtronger; the deglutition 
never became more free; ulcers returned 
in the fauces; the teeth became furred ; 
tongue foul; breath offenſive, and often 
laborious, until, at laſt, on the eighteenth 
day, its ſwallowing and breathing both 
becoming totally obſtrutted, the unhappy 
ſufferer died in convulſions. 


It is to be remarked, that towards the 
cloſe of this diſorder, large quantities of a 
matter reſembling the coagulable lymph of 
the blood, was brought up both from the 
trachea and e/ophagus. I have known the 


{ame 
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ſame to happen in ſeveral other bad caſes; 
and in one that was opened after death 
the aſpera arieria was found lined with 
this matter, like what is ſaid of the croup. 
From this, and the diſappearance of the 
ulcers in the fauces, and other ſymptoms 
already mentioned, in many fatal caſes, I 
am led to ſuppoſe, that the viſible diſeaſe 
in the throat was by much the leaſt part of 
it, and that in bad caſes it ſpread down to 
the lungs and ſtomach, and even perhaps 
through the alimentary canal. 


From this caſe I was more firmly perſua- 
ded of a maxim which my whole former 
practice had ſerved to inculcate, that it is 
exceedingly dangerous in an epidemic to 
deviate in any meaſure from a practice 
which has been found ſucceſsful. A phy- 
ſician, it is true, ſhould be attentive to 
every, the moſt minute circumſtance ; but 
this attention ſhould be of the ſpeculative, 
not of the active kind, until ſome inſtance 
of bad ſucceſs ſhews that his former mode 
requires a change; in which caſe the at- 
tention he has beſtowed will furniſh him 

with 
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with that change without the hazard of 
repeated trials. 


Having written this diſſertation in the 
few hours of leiſure that were left by 
an extenſive practice on the diſorder which 
is the ſubject of it, I hope I may be excu- 
ſed the irregularities that are apparent in 
its compoſition ; among theſe are the fol- 
lowing miſcellaneous remarks that would 
have been more properly inſerted in other 
places. 


The diſorder was moſt prevalent among 
the middle ranks of life. Few, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, of the poor being liable to 
it, and, at leaſt, equally few of the great. 
It likewiſe hitherto has been pretty much 
confined to the City, fo called, and Eaſtern 
parts of the metropolis; Weſtminſter, and 
the new buildings 1n that quarter, feeling 
little of its fury; confined narrow courts 
were more liable to it than large open 
ſtreets, as were allo low damp ſituations. 


Vaſtly more of the female ſex than of 
the 
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the male were ſeized with it, and it ſeemed 
particularly fatal to girls, from two to 
eight years of age. I ſaw but one child 
at the breaſt who had it, and that but 
lightly. | 


This diforder ſeemed to agree with 
the meaſles, in being infectious before the 
ſickneſs ſhewed itſelf; ſo that the ſending 
away of thoſe children who had not been 
ſeized with 1t, as ſoon as any began to com- 
plain, did not ſerve in many inſtances to 
prevent their having it. The period that 
intervened between the time of infection 
and the appearance of the diſeaſe could not 
be determined. I have ſeen it indiſputably 
take place the fourth day, but, in other 
inſtances, it was ſeveral days later. The 
infection ſeemed to remain in a houſe after 
all the family were recovered for ſome, but 
not many, weeks. 


The diſeaſe was totally at a ſtand during 
ſome days ſharp froſt that happened, but 
recovered new vigour ſoon after that was 
over. I never ſaw any danger attend it, 

except 
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except where there were ulcers of the 
throat. A purging was always dangerous, 
and a ſwelling about the larynx after the 
turn, was particularly ſo. I ſaw but four 
caſes of anaſarca ſucceed it, and theſe were 


all in poor perſons, and unattended with 
danger. 


The beſt preventative of the diſeaſe 1 
found to be rhubarb, taken in the quantity 
of a few grains every morning, ſo as to 
procure one laxative motion in the day. 
I did not ſee one who uſed this, confined 
afterwards to bed, though ſeveral perſons 
obviouſly began 1t after they were infected, 
but before the time of their ſickening. 
Peruvian bark I found uſeful in the latter 
ſtages of the diſeaſe, but cannot ſay I had 
the ſmalleſt reaſon for ſuppoſing it ſo in 
the beginning, although I have often pre- 
{ſcribed it, and ſeen it tried by the recom- 
mendation of others. | 


I have avoided laying down general rules 
in what I have written ; perhaps all epide- 
mics ſhould ſtand, in ſome meaſure, on 

| their 
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their own ground, at leaſt until we are 
convinced that we are acquainted with 
the whole circle, and I am ſure this dif- 
fered in many reſpetts from any of which 
we have a -diſtin&t account. I have no 
where endeavoured to magnify, diminiſh, 
or ſuppreſs, any one circumſtance for the 
ſake of making it agree with preconceived 
opinion; my deſcription, therefore, vill not 
appear ſo exact, regular, and uniform, as 
it might have been made: moſt probably 
Nature is uniform in all her movements; 
but it will, I fear, be many thouſand years 
before we ſhall be ſufhciently maſter of her 
operations to point out that uniformity. 
My aim has been, theretore, to relate fatts, 
and to render ſuch moſt conſpicuous as 
ſeemed of the moſt importance in the whole 
appearance of the complaint. 


— 


On firſt turning my thoughts to write on 

this ſubject, I believed it would be uſeful 
to make myſelf maſter of whatever had 
been written hiſtorically upon a diſorder 
which is generally ſuppoſed not to have 
exiſted above two hundred years, as, I 


Vol. I, 31. think, 
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think, a proper deference to the public 
ſhould make every man endeavour to be 
well inſtructed himſelf before he attempts 
to inſtructs others: a man without reading 
who preſumes to write, is like the blind 
leading the blind. In this reſearch I ſoon 
found it neceſſary to enlarge my view to all 
the epidemic diſorders which have prevailed 
during that period, that among ſo many 
imperfett deſcriptions I might collect what- 
ever could poſſibly have any relation to the 
ſubject before me. Having thus finiſhed a 
{ketch of theſe for my own information, to- 
.gether with an account of the weather for 
that period, ſeveral important concluſions 
ſeemed deducible from 1t ; but as theſe are 
different from many commonly received 
opinions, and as I think the number and 
accuracy of the authorities I could exa- 
mine, and indeed the length of the period 
that can at preſent poſſibly be examined in 
this view, not ſufficient to eſtabliſh ſyſte- 
matic deductions, I ſhall only throw out 
what has occurred to me as ſurmiſes; which 
indeed have ariſen entirely from what I 
read, as formerly I was of a different opi- 

non, 
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nion, and fo alſo are moſt of the writers I 
have peruſed ; but in reading an author 
critically, and attending to thoſe facts 
which often force their way into his work, 


in ſpite, I may ſay, of his theory, very dif- 


terent concluſions from thoſe he draws may 


be deducible. 


There are ſome grand claſſes of epidemics 
which prevail every year, and which are 
produced by the various changes of the 
ſeaſons. Thus, ſpring is accompanied by 
inflammatory diſeaſes; ſummer by com- 
plaints in the ſtomach and bowels ; autumn 
by catarrhs ; and winter by intermittents: 
theſe being obviouſly produced by the ſtate 
of weather attendant upon them, other 
epidemics are ſuppoſed analagous to them, 
and obedient to the ſame rules, which on 
examination not being the caſe, all further 
{crutiny is laid aſide, perhaps too haſtily. 
There is another reaſon why little has been 
attempted hitherto in this inveſtigation, 
which is that we only of late poſſeſs tole- 
rably accurate regiſters of the weather for 


any one place, and have as yet ſcarcely 
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any of the diſeaſes that can be depended 
upon. There is likewiſe a very great diſ- 
agreement between the opinions of authors 
and the vulgar as to the hurtfulneſs of dif- 
ferent kinds of weather, the former always 
allerting that dry ſeaſons are moſt noxious, 
whilſt the latter as conſtantly blame the 
wet. Now although in many points little 
weight 1s to be given to the ſentiments of 
the latter, yet in matters within their reach 
the caſe is otherwiſe, and in the preſent 
difference neither are totally right nor 
wrong; the truth ſeems to me as follows: 


The moſt natural and healthful ſeaſons 
in this country are a moderately froſly 
winter, ſhowery ſpring, dryiſh ſummer, and 
rainy autumn; and whilſt ſuch prevail, the 
wet part of them is infeſted by vaſtly the 
greateſt proportion of complaints, but 
thoſe not of the moſt mortal kind. A long 
ſucceſſion of wet ſeaſons is accompanied 
by a prodigious number of diſeaſes; but 
theſe being mild and tedious, the number of 
deaths are not in proportion to the co- xxiſt- 
ent ailments : on the other hand, a dry 


ſealon 
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ſeaſon in the beginning is attended with 
extremely few complaints, the body and 
mind both ſeeming invigorated by it; if, 
however, this kind of weather laſt very 
long, toward the cloſe of it a number of 
dangerous complaints ſpring up, which 
as they are very ſhort in their duration 
the mortality 1s much greater than one 
would readily ſuppole from the few perſons 
that are ill at any one time; and as ſoon as 
a wet ſeaſon ſucceeds a long dry one, a 
prodigious ſickneſs and mortality comes on 
univerſally, So long as this wet weather 
continues, the ſickneſs ſcarcely abates, but 
the mortality diminiſhes rapidly; ſo that in 
the laſt of a number of rainy years, the 
number of deaths 1s at the minimum. 


The change of a long dry ſeaſon, whe- 
ther hot or cold, to a rainy one, appears 
from all I can collect on the ſubject, to bring 
about the temperature of air favourable to 
the production of great epidemics ; ſome 
however ſeem more ſpeedily to ſucceed the 
prediſpoſing ſtate of the air, others lels ſo; 
or it may be that the ſtate of air favourable 

to 
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to them exiſts at the very beginning of the 
change, whilſt the ſtate favourable to others 
progreſſively ſucceeds : of this laſt, how- 
ever, I am very uncertain, as it will be 
obvious on examining the order in which 
I ſhall immediately arrange them, that the 
firſt are of ſo overbearing a nature that 
they will force every other diſeaſe to hide 
its diminiſhed head in their preſence. It 
is alſo to be remarked, that two infectious 
diſeaſes are almoſt never prevalent together; 
therefore, although the ſame diſtempera- 
ture of air ſeems favourable to moſt epi- 
demic diſorders, yet ſome muſt appear 
ſooner, others later. 


The order in which thele diſorders have 
a tendency to ſucceed each other, ſeems 
to be plague, petechial fever, putrid ſore 
throat, with, or without /carlatina, dyſen- 
tery, ſmall-pox, meaſles, ſimple ſcarlatina, 
 hooping-cough, and catarrh: I do not 
mean by this that they always ſucceed each 
other as above; for often the individual 
infection is wanting, when another takes its 
place, until perhaps that infection is im- 


ported 
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ported from a place which has been ſo 
unfortunate as to have a coincidence of 
the two cauſes, without which it appears 
that no epidemic can take place, that is a 
favourable diſpolition of the air and that 
particular infettion. Whenever it hap- 
pens that one infectious diſorder takes the 
place that ſhould have been more properly 
occupied by another, it becomes much 
more virulent than it 1s naturally, whilſt 
the former, if it afterwards ſucceeds, be- 
comes milder in proportion : this perhaps 
is the reaſon why the ſame diforders, nay, 
the ſame appearances in a diſorder, are 
attended with much more fatality in one 
year than in another. 


I ſhall proceed to give as conciſe an 
abridgment as poſſible of the materials 
from whence [drew thele reflections, hoping 
that the deficiencies of the ſketch will be 
excuſed on account of the great difficulty 
of completing it. We have no compilation 
on this ſubjett which can be at all de- 
pended on; Dr Short's, although the moſt 


copious, abounding with the moſt unparal- 
leled 
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leled abſurdities and miſtakes ; the mate- 
rials therefore for this account was to be 
culled from a vaſt variety of authors; and 
my own collection, though conſiſting of 
above four thouſand volumes on medicine, 
is totally inadequate to ſo vaſt an under- 
taking. 


Firſt Epidemic Conſtitution, 1590, 1591, 
1592, all exceedingly dry years, as was 
part of 1593; afterwards very rainy wea- 
ther until the end of 1597. In 1593 
the plague killed eleven thouſand five 
hundred and three in London; the ſame 
year it was prevalent in Alcmar. A ca- 
tarrh prevailed in 1597. The rainy weather 
began in Florence in 1592, during which 
a peſtilential fever raged there, attended 
with a whitiſh tongue, and an inflamma- 
tion, with ulcers about the throat and 
mouth. 


Second Conſtitution, 1398. An excel- 
five heat and drought, which continued 
next year: 1600, a ſevere winter; 1601, 
a drought of hve months continuance ; 

1602, 
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1602, a cold ſpring and ſummer, cold dry 
harveſt and winter; the reſt of this Conſti- 
tution very rainy, until the end of 1608, 
except ſeven weeks froſt in 1607. In 1603 
the plague was imported from Oftend, 
where, and in the Low Countries, it raged 
much, and killed thirty-ſix thouſand two 
hundred and fixty-nine in London. 


Third Conſtitution. 1609, three months 
moſt rigorous froſt, wherein the Thames 
became like a ſolid highway; 1610, an 
exceſſive hot dry ſummer, as were thoſe 
of 1611 and 1612; 1616, 1617, and 
1619. The winters of 1614 and 1615 
great froſt and ſnow ; the reſt of this Con- 
ſtitution wet until the end of 1624. In 
1609 the plague broke out in Alcmar, as 
alſo in Denmark. In 1610 the Hungarian 
fever commenced in many places, and made 
great havock for ſeveral years, ſo as often 
to be denominated a plague. About the 
ſame time the malignant ſore throat is ſup- 
poſed to have commenced in Spain, where 
it killed incredible numbers. In 1611 the 


plague 1s ſaid to have deſtroyed two hun- 
Vol. I. 3M dred 
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dred thouſand at Conſtantinople. In 1614 
the moſt fatal ſmall-pox ſpread all over 
Europe. In 1618 the ſore throat broke 
out at Naples, where 1t continued its rava- 
ges for twenty years; it was preceded by a 
ſimilar diſorder among cattle. In 1618 the 


plague in Bergen. In 1619 it broke out 
in Denmark and in Grand Cairo. 


Fourth Conſtitution. 1625, a hard froſty 
winter, ſummer wet and hot; 1626 and 
1627 exceſſively hot ſummers ; 1630 and 
1631 a great drought; the other years 
wet until 1634. In 1625 the plague killed 
thirty-five thouſand four hundred and ſeven- 
teen in London; it raged in Denmark both 
in 1625 and 1629; as allo in 1625 in Ley- 
den. In 1632 inflammations of the jaws 
prevailed, with an eryſipelas in one or more 


places of the body. 


Fifth Conſtitution. 1634, exceſſively 
froſty winter; 16935, 1636, 1037, and 
1638, very hot and dry ſummers; then 
very rainy years until 1643. In 1635 the 
plague in Leyden, and the camp fever 


ſpread 
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ſpread all over Germany. In 1636 the 


plague was in London, whereof died thir- 


teen thouſand four hundred and eighty ; 
1637 the plague in Denmark. 


Sixth Conſtitution. 1643 and 1645, 
extremely hot ſummers, then inconſtant 
rainy ſeaſons until 1650. In 1643 a fatal 
malignant fever was ſpread by the armies 
all over England; 1644, a malignant epide- 
mic fever in Denmark; a ſimilar fever in 
England, in which there was a roughneſs 
and ſlimineſs of the throat and jaws, with 
pain, but ſcarcely any {ſwelling or inflam- 
mation, it ſeemed only a mere deflux1on, 
by which the ſick ſeemed choked, and for 
which aſtringent gargles were uſeful. In 
1650 a general catarrh, 


Seventh Conſtitution. 1651 to 1659, 
all very hot ſummers and moſtly very dry 
years ; thence to 1665 very wet. The win- 
ters of 1651 and 1658 remarkably cold. 
In 1651, in the country about Rome, a 
contagious epidemic quinſey prevailed, and 
made terrible ſlaughter among children. 
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A ſmall ulcer aroſe in the mouth, for 
which juice of wood- ſorrel, ſyrup of pome- 
granates with the bark, and, chiefly, ſpirit 
of vitriol were uſeful. All that took theſe 
medicines recovered, but thoſe who were 
not trattable, and refuſed medicines, died; 
it did not ſeize adults, nor the aged. In 
1654 the plague was in Denmark; and in 
1655, and the two following years, it pre- 
vailed exceedingly in the South of Europe; 
the agues likewiſe of theſe hot years were 
malignant, and ſpotted fevers were very 
common. In 1664, after a mild rainy 
winter, a malignant purple fever raged in 
Pruſſia, and killed great numbers under 
twelve years of age, thoſe only eſcaping 
who had no inflammation, or cedematous 
tumour in their throats. Such as recovered, 
after ſweating, had ſcales peeling off their 
Kin; then adults had a ſwelling over their 
body and of their belly, which conti— 
nued ſeveral weeks like leucophlegmatia, 
and then went off by ſweat and urine. 
This epidemic ſeems a conſiderable devi- 
ation from their general progreſs laid 
down in the ſcheme of them already men- 


tioned, 
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tioned, and is therefore particularly noticed 
here. 


Eighth Conſtitution. 1665, an exceſ- 
ſively ſevere froſt, which continued to the 
end of March, ſummer temperate ; 1666, 
a very hot dry year, followed by two as 
wet and cold. In 1665, immediately after 
the froſt began the plague in London, 
which killed according to the leaſt compu- 
tation ſixty-eight thouſand tive hundred 
and ninety- ſix; ſince that time the plague 
has vaniſhed from this city, and all other 
epidemics ſeem to have become leſs malig- 
nant, owing to many caules ; among which 
may, perhaps, be a greater ule of freſh 
vegetable food, a leſs uſe of fiſh, an uni- 
verſal uſe of tea, ſuperior cleanlineſs in 
our perſons, a greater attention to our poor 
in times of ſcarcity, which are now ſcarcely 
felt in any extreme degree, and, laſtly, 
the tremendous fire in 1666, ſince which 
the ſtreets have been very much widened, 
and the houſes ſo enlarged, that the ſame 
number of inhabitants now occupy above 
double the ſpace. In 1667 an epidemic 

fever 
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fever with a thruſh prevailed in Holland, 
in which acids were uſeful, but neither 


bleeding nor purging. 


Ninth Conſtitution. 1669, the ſummer. 
intolerably hot, after which the winter was 
as ſeverely cold and froſty ; 1670, ſevere 
froſty winter ; the reſt of this Conſtitution 
bad and wet. In 1669 a moſt fatal fever 
prevailed, with ſlimy tongue, fore mouth, 
&c. in which bleeding was hurtful, but 
acid and laxatives moſt beneficial, Syden- 
ham does not mention this fever, nor 1ts 
return in 1678, although, next the plague, 
they were the greateſt epidemics in his 
time, which, together with his little know- 
ledge of putrid fevers, can only be attri- 
buted to his practice lying about the court, 
whilſt Morton, who practiſed in the city, 
gives abundant proofs that putrid com- 


plaints were as prevalent then as at this 


time. The ſame year in Norway malig— 
nant meaſles are ſaid to have prevailed 
with a thruſh, which, if miſmanaged or 
neglected, ended in a fatal mortification, 
In 1675 a coryza or cough prevalent, 
Tenth 
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Tenth Conſtitution. 1678, ſummer and 
harveſt droughty, hot, and clear; 1679, 
winter long, ſevere froſt, and intenſely 
cold; 1680 and 1681, ſummers extremely 
dry and hot; the next two years rainy. 
In 1678 the ſame fever and ſore throat 
prevailed as in 1669. In 1679, after a 
molt deluging October, a catarrh was uni- 
verſal. In 1682, ſphacelated tongues and 
Angina Malignas prevailed among cattle; 


in the ſame year in Dublin a fatal petechial 
fever. 


Eleventh Conſtitution. 1684, the ſeve- 
reſt froſt remembered at that time, ſucceed- 
ed by a very dry and hot ſummer, to which 
1686 bore a near reſemblance ; the other 
years were rainy to 1691. In 1684 ſpotted 
fevers, particularly of the miliary kind, 
were common. This and the following year 
of 1685 are remarkable for the greateſt 
number of burials; from 1665 to 1714, 
although 1684 does not contain St. James's, 
Weſtminſter, and neither 1684 nor 1685 
contain St. Ann's, Weſtminſter, nor St. 
John's, Wapping, pariſhes which are in— 


ſerted 
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ſerted in every future bill of mortality, and 
which then buried above ſixteen hundred 
annually at a medium. In 1688 an epide- 
mic catarrh prevailed all over Europe. 


Twelfth Conſtitution. 1691, a froſty 
winter and exceſſively hot and dry ſummer. 
The ſame in 1694, the other years rainy 
and variable. In 1691 a fatal ſpotted fever 
prevailed; in 1699 an univerſal catarrh : 


and in 1695 the hooping cough. 


Thirteenth Conſtitution. 1698, exceed- 
ing hard froſt in the winter ; the reſt of 
this Conſtitution rather rainy. In October 
1698, began a fatal contagious ſpotted 
fever, which ſpread all over England. 


Coughs attended moſt diſeaſes in 1709. 


Fourteenth Conſtitution. 1704, ſo ex- 


ceſſively dry a year that all graſs was burnt 


up; this continued until Augult 15, 1705 : 
the reſt of this Conſtitution cold and wet. 
In 1704 malignant ſpotted fevers were 
common. In 1708 coughs and coryza s 
prevailed every where, ſo that few eſcaped. 

Fifteenth 
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Fifteenth Conſtitution. 1709, an ex- 
ceedingly great froſt all over Europe, and 
even in Portugal; 1712, a very froſty win- 
ter; the reſt of this Conſtitution variable. 
In 1709 the plague broke out in Dantzick 
immediately after the thaw, and killed 
twenty-four thouſand five hundred and 
fifty- three. In 1710 the plague in Copen- 
hagen killed twenty-five thouſand. In 
1712 ſore throat univerſal in July and 
Auguſt, with dizzineſs and pains of the 
limbs, in London. 


Sixteenth Conſtitution. 1714 and the 
fix ſucceeding years were all dry with hot 
ſummers. The winter of 1716 ſo ſevere 
a froſt that the Thames was covered with 
booths ; that of 1718 hkewile very froſty ; 
the reſt to 1731 cold, wet, and variable, 
except 1723, which was cold and dry ; 
and 1729, which was a cold, dry winter, 
followed by a hot, dry ſummer. In 1720 
the plague killed ſixty thouſand in Mar- 
ſeilles. In 1729 an univerſal epidemic ca- 
tarrh in November. 


Seventeenth Conſtitution, 1731 was 
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a very dry year which continued until har- 
veſt 1732; ſummer of 1733 rather dry and 
pleaſant, as was moſt of 1798; the re- 
mainder of this Conſtitution extremely 
wet. In the beginning of 1739 was an 
epidemic catarrh ; 1737, 1738, and 1739, 
wereall much infeſted with catarrhal fevers, 
eſpecially among children, 


Eighteenth Conſtitution. 1740 was 
the ſevereſt froſty winter and ſpring that 
had happened for three hundred years; 
1741, extremely dry, hot ſummer; 1742, 
a variable, but dry year; the reſt of this 
Conſtitution wet or variable. In 1740 a 
malignant petechial fever made great ha- 
vock in Briſtol, and in Galway in Ireland. 
In 1741 it reached London, where this 
and the laſt year were the moſt mortal 
ever known, except when the plague 
reigned, the burials amounting to {ixty-two 
thouſand nine hundred andeighty. In 1742 
the putrid ſore throat broke out. In March 


1744 an epidemic catarrh was univerſal], 
and was more fatal than uſual, 


Nineteenth Conſlitution, 1747 was 
| an 
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an exceſſively hot, dry ſummer; 1750, a 
dry year throughout, and intenſely hot 
ſummer; the reſt of this Conſtitution 
moderate, variable, or wet. In 1747 and 
the ſucceeding years the ſore throat ſeemed 
to acquire new vigour, alarming the inha- 
bitants of theſe kingdoms very much. In 
November 1758 was an univerſal epidemic 
catarrh. 
> 

Twentieth Conſtitution. 1760 was 
droughty from June 26 to September 16 ; 
the end of that and the following year 
ſeverely wet, as was the end of 176g and 
beginning of 1764 ; the reſt of this Conſti- 
tution moderate. In April and May 1762, 
a molt epidemic catarrh. 


Twenty-firſt Conſtitution. 1765 a very 
dry year, and rather hot ſummer, as was the 
next year, though not quite ſo much ſo; 
the remainder of this Conſtitution mode- 
rate years, rather inclining to wet. During 
this Conſtitution I do not find any very re- 
markable epidemic until the univerſal ca- 
tarrh in November 1775, unleſs we reckon 


3N2 the 
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the ſmall-pox ſo of the year 1772, which, 


fucceeding a hard winter, killed more than 
they had ever done 1n one year in London. 


Twenty-ſecond Conftitution. The year 
1776 was dry, and 1778 ſtill more ſo. The 
winter of 1780 was the moſt froſty ſince 
1740; yet theſe deviations from what might 
be accounted moderate weather were ſo 
ſmall as ſcarcely to deſerve notice. In May 
2782 was a very general epidemic catarrh. 


Immediately after the laſt mentioned year 
began the Conſtitution which has produced 
the preſent epidemic. 


Thus have I given a curſory view of 
the weather, and ſome of the epidemics 
of the laſt two hundred years, and have 
purpolely dwelt moſt on the extremes, 
that 1s, thoſe of the greateſt and of the 
leaſt malignity, that by omitting the middle 
ones the difterence might be moſt ſtriking. 
Any perſon that chooſes may divide the 
years differently, and indeed at firſt I had 
done ſo myſelf; yet it will ſtill be found, I 

think. 
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think, that the ſame deduttions as thoſe I 
firſt laid down will hold good: ſhould this 
trifling ſketch beſides excite any one who 
has more leiſure and opportunities to beſtow 
adequate pains upon the ſubject, I ſhall gain 
my end; and if he ſimphy follows whither- 
foever truth leads, I doubt not that much 
public utility will be the eonſequence. By 
inveſtigating minutely every circumſtance 
that tends to produce or impede theſe in- 
fectious complaints, may we not hope in 
time to be able to obviate much of their 
malignity, and perhaps at laſt entirely to 
flop their courſe. The plague is now 
ſcarcely known in the welt of Europe, and 
the numbers that fall ſacrifices to the ſmall- 
pox are the victims of obſtinacy and bigot- 
ry. Having conquered thele gigantic epi- 
demics, ſhall phyheians dread being able 
to prevent pigmy learlatinas or catarrhs. 
Experiment has carried natural knowledge 
far beyond the apparent powers of man, 
and juſt obſervation, unſophifticated by 
theory, will carry medicine to a degree of 
perfection of which our preſent feeble con- 
jectural art ſeems utterly incapable. 
ARTICLE 
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Hiſtory of a Gangrene of the Scrotum : By 
LEVERETT HuBBARD, M. D. of New- 


HAVEN Zu CONNECTICUT: In a Letter 
addreſſed to the MEDICAL SocIETY of 
Lonpon. 


Read October 2, 1786. 


EE reputation of the Medical Society 
of London induces me to communi- 
cate the following extraordinary Caſe for 
inſertion in their Memoirs. 


Mr. S- II , of this city, aged 


forty years, a temperate man, and of a 


good conſtitution, by profeſſion a Shoe- 


Maker and Tanner, was ſeized with an 
intenſe pain in the glands of the left 
groin, on September the 19th, 1784. 


September 20th. I was ſent for, and the 
meſſenger told me that the pain was into- 
lerable ; 


—_ 


1 
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lerable; but I was engaged another way, 
and concluding that the diſorder would ſub- 
ide with an anodyne, I ſent him one. 


September 21ſt. I viſited the patient, 
and found him in an high fever; the 
ſcrotum and penis greatly tumified, and of 
a livid colour; I immediately opened a 
vein, and took away ſeventeen ounces of 
blood, which was as buffy as 1s uſual in a 
violent pleuriſy, with very little ſerum ; I 
ordered a fomentation of bitter herbs 
boiled in water, to which was added rum. 
After uſing the fomentation, I applied a 
cataplaſm of white-bread, milk; and white- 
role leaves, and I ordered him to take a 
few doſes of camphorated nitre. 


September 22d. I found him ſtill under 
an high fever, and took twelve ounces 
more of blood, which was leſs buffy than 
on the day before; the parts affected now 
appeared in a ſtate of mortification, black, 
and inſenſible to the touch; I ſcarified the 
henis and the ſcrotum in ſeveral places, 
without giving pain to the patient, and 

then 
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then applied ſtrong ſpirits and the cata- 
plaſms as before ; gave him a table ſpoon- 
ful of the Cortex Peruv. and ordered him 
to take a like doſe every two hours, to 
be waſhed down with a ſtrong decoction 
of the ſame, with the addition of red-roſe 
leaves. 


September 23d. The tumour and in- 
flammation were ſomewhat abated ; he 
complained of pain in two of his fingers 
of the right hand, on which I obſerved 
tumours much inflamed, of a ripe cherry 
colour. 


September 24th. The carpus of the 
{ame hand tumified and inflamed, and of a 
livid hue : I continued the ſame preſcrip- 
tions, with the addition of an emollient 
clyſter. 


September 25th. I found his pulſe low, 
with great-faintneſs and dejection of mind, 
apprehending that death would ſoon cloſe 
the ſcene. I ordered him ſome wine, which 
rated his ſpirits and abated his gloomy 

apprehenſions, 
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apprehenſions; and continued the dreſſings 
as uſual. I opened a tumour on his wriſt, 
which diſcharged purulent matter. 


September 26th. I requeſted the aſſiſt- 
ance of my friend Dr. Neſbitt. We found 
the patient under an high fever, and bled 
him the third tame, though we conſidered 
the caſe almoſt deſperate ; we continued 
the bark, with the elixir vitriol, which was 
given with the utmoſt freedom, without 
any regard to the fever, as we judged 
it eſſential to the patients recovery. In 
three days there came on a digeſtion and 
ſeparation of the mortified parts, which 
by degrees were removed by the knife; we 
dreſſed the ulcer with dry lint, ſometimes 
making ule of ſpirits and the common 
digeſtive, till the whole of the ſcrotum 
was taken off, leaving the teſticles un- 
covered with the paraſtate; after the ſcro- 
tum was ſloughed off, the ſtate of the juices 
were lo acrid as to deſtroy two other coats, 
the cremaſter and the tunica vagimalts, 
which digeſted, and alſo floughed off, 
leaving the tunzca albuginea in a found 


Vol. I. 3 () tate; 
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ſtate; he had violent pain in the teſticles, 
and there was reaſon to ſuſpect ſuppuration; 
when preſſed with the finger the parts 
were very elaſtic, which induced us to 
think that there was matter contained 
within: accordingly, we made a ſmall punc- 
ture through the {unzca albuginea, but the 
diſcharge was only a bloedy ſerum; we 
continued the {ame treatment; the teſticles 
ſuffered the ſame very painful ſenſation for 
ſeveral days, and we concluded that mat- 
ter was formed in them, and opened one 
of them to its centre to aſcertain it, but 
found only a diſcharge of bloody ſerum : 
the wounded teſticle was dreſſed with a 
digeſtive, and healed in a few days, at 
which time the ſurface of the teſticles next 
the perineum began to granulate and to 
heal very faſt, and cauſed an adheſion, or 
union of the teſticles, from each extremity, 
which now reſembled a twin peach or 
apple; the ſpermatic chords ſuffered a 
great contraction, and the teſticles adhered 
cloſely to the perineum, and cicatrized 
tavourably. 


The 
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The preputium was entirely taken off 
the pents, the muſcles were diſeaſed, and 


partly deſtroyed, the urethra was left 


without a covering, but the bulb or glans 
was not affected; a covering however gra- 
dually formed over the body of the penzs, 
but leſs ſmooth than belore. Soon after 
the dilcharge from the mortiſied parts aba- 
ted, he complained of pain in the left. fide 
of the abdomen, which extended up as far 
as the ſhort ribs, it was here tumified and 
_ inflamed ; whereupon we ordered that part 


to be fomented four or hve times a-day 


with warm ſpirits, and the inflammation 
and ſwelling ſoon diſappeared : two or 
three days afterwards a pain came on 
in the right ſide, extending as it had done 
on the left; we applied the ſpirits as before, 
but without effect; we then ordered the 
application of a cataplalm, which ſoon 
brought on a ſuppuration ; we perforated 
the ulcer, and it diicharged a large quan- 
tity of pus, which continued more or lels 
for ten days; the patient remaining very 
feeble and greatly emaciated with lever, 
we ordered a decoction of barley with 
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hgs, ſago, ſalop, and panada (gruel had 
been his uſual diet with a little wine) and 
he continued recovering for the ſpace of 
ten days, when he was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a pain in his bowels, ſucceeded by 
a fœtid diarrhea; in twenty-four hours he 
was greatly reduced, frequently diſcharg- 
ing two, or three ounces of purulent mat- 
ter, attended with a bloody mucus ; we 
gave him lenient purges, ſuch as ſenna, 
manna, and a ſolution of gum arabic, in 
barley-water ; clyſters prepared with a de- 
coction of the bark and red roſe leaves 
were frequently adminiſtered ; thele in a 
few days gave relief, and the matter of the 
internal ulcer being diſcharged through the 
rectum, the patient recruited every day, 
and on December the 5th, 1784, was able 
to attend his former buſineſs. 


In forty-nine days he took fifty-eight 
ounces of that ſovereign medicine the bark, 
which ſeemed to contribute in a great mea- 
ſure to his perfect recovery. 


ANIIC UE 


Medical Society of London. 469 


ARTICLE XXX" 


A large Exſoliation of the Tibia removed 
by Mr. Thomas WHATELY, Surgeon: 


Communicated by JohN Coakley LETT-. 


SOM, M. D. &c. 


Read December ks 1786. 


1 following Caſe is Kb to the 


Public, not for its novelty, but as an 
inſtance, ſhewing to what extent Nature 
is able to operate, and how cautious we 
ought to be in determining on the necel- 
ſity of amputation. 


William Olave, No. 7, Parſon's-Vard, 
Shoreditch, aged forty-one, of a healthy 
conſtitution, was attacked on the 18th of 
March 1783, with a violent pain near the 
inner ancle of the left leg. It continued 
day and night with unremitting violence, 
rendered him incapable of walking, and 
deprived him of {leep. An external inflam- 

mation 
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mation ſoon appeared upon the lower part 
of the Tibia, which in ten days ſuppura- 
ted and broke. Though the pain was then 
leſs ſevere, it confined him chiefly to his 
bed for nine months. He applied at dif- 
ferent times to different ſurgeons for relief; 
one of them adviſed him to have it taken 
off without delay; being unwilling to con- 
ſent to the operation, he applied to a pub- 
lick inſtitution, was twice viſited by the 
ſurgeon, who each time preſſed him to 
loſe his leg; but being ſtill averſe to it, 
was diſmiſſed without relief. At this time 
I firſt ſaw him, and found the diſeaſe to 
extend more than ſix inches along the 
Tibia, juſt above the inner ancle; the bone 
was bare in ſeveral places, and in others 
were many ulcerated holes in the integu- 
ments; he had allo much pain and inflam- 
mation, with a fluctuation of matter juſt 
above the outer ancle, and was much ema- 
clated. 


Having opened the abſceſs by the fide 
of the fibula (which was found to com- 
municate with the diſeaſed Tibia), Itried 


whether 
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whether the bone was looſe, but could not 


move it, till a ſtrong ſharp- pointed inſtru- 
ment was fixed upon it, and even then the 
motion was barely perceptible on puſhing 
it ſide-ways. I next deſtroyed by cauſtics 
all the fungous fleſh and integuments *, 
covering thoſe parts of the diſeaſed bone 
that were not bare, which gave me a good 
view of the whole diſeaſe. As the exfoli- 
ation was very large, I found Nature had 
been active in repairing the defect, and the 
preſence of the dead bone preventing a de- 
poſition of oſſifie matter in its proper place, 
a conſiderable layer was added to the outer 
edge of the Tibia (being the only part un- 
exfoliated), by which it became nearly as 
ſtrong as before: the ſame proceſs was con- 


A large portion of the Tibia was already bare, and 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to deſtroy by cauſtics the fun- 
gous granulations and integuments which covered, but 
did not adhere to the other parts of the bone, as well as 
thoſe which hung over the edges of it; for while this 
impediment remained, neither the new-formed bone could 
have been removed, nor the extoliated picce taken out ; 
nor did it occaſion any want of integuments at the cloſe 
of the cure, for as the wound contracted, the old integu- 
ments approached on each fide ſo near as perfectly to 


cover the place where the cavity had been. 
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tinued from the upper edge of it, and ex- 
tended ſo low as to cover a large part of 
the exfoliated piece by a layer of offific mat- 
ter a quarter of an inch in thickneſs. This 
portion of the layer I removed piece-meal, 
by means of a levator, to make way for the 
exfoliated piece, which in one place being 
nearly divided, I completely ſeparated 
by applying a trephine, and readily re- 
moved the upper part, which was two 
inches in length and one in breadth. The 
lower portion of the exfoliated bone coult 
now be moved more eaſily, and having 
made ſeveral unſucceſsful efforts either to 
extract it whole by the common forceps, 
or to divide 1t by the trephine, I at length 
procured a pair of large and ſtrong pincers, 
with which I gradually attempted the ex- 
traction in all directions; it ſeemed jam- 
med in on every ſide, but by a little perſe- 
verance, that part next the ancle gave way, 
and ſhortly afterwards I extracted the whole, 
leaving a large chaſm fix inches in length, 
three in breadth, and in the part next the 
ancle, three in depth; this piece weighed 
an ounce and half, was nearly four inches 


long, 
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long, and two-thirds of the ſubſtance of 
the Tibia and cancelli. Dry lint, and an 
emollient poultice were applied to the leg: 
the firſt night he was very reſtleſs, but the 

next, ſlept more than he had done for many 
preceding months. On the third day an 
eriſipelatous inflammation began to ſpread 
upon the leg, but ſoon ceaſed by the uſe 
of bark and wine. When the firſt dreſ- 
lings were digeſted from the wound, I ex- 
tracted a conſiderable piece of the can- 
celli, and afterwards ſeveral other pieces 
of bone; but the fiſtulous ſore on the op- 
poſite ſide of the leg remained open, till a 


large looſe part of the external ſide of the 


Tibia was removed from the bottom of the 
wound, after which it healed up. 


Though fix weeks after the firſt opera- 
tion, he was able to walk two miles to be 
dreſſed, a looſe piece of exfoliated bone 
ſtill remained at the upper part of the 
wound, which I could not extract ; but 
having deſtroyed the granulations ſurround- 
ing it, by cauſtics, J found that it paſſed 
upwards, under an arch of the Tibia, 
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within the cancelli. To ſet this piece at 
liberty, I expected that I ſhould have 
been obliged to work with the trephine + . 
through the ſound Tibia (which in this 

place was near an inch thick) but, hap- 
pily, I divided it by force with a leva- 
tor into two parts, and with the forceps 
readily extracted them, each being an inch 
long, and part of the internal lamina of 
the Tibia. This large cavity ſoon filled 
up with granulations; in a few months 
every part of the wound was perfectly 
healed; and he now maintains a wife and 


large family by hard labour. 


This diſeaſe ſeems to have ariſen from 
the violence of a ſuppurative inflammation, 
unconnected with any peculiar virus, which 
occaſioned a mortification of a large por- 
tion of the Tibia, and the dead part being 
of an irregular form, and firmly linked 
within the ſound bone, was neceſſarily 
prevented from having a free motion; and 
though perſectly ſeparated from it, the 
ordinary powers of nature were unable to 
caſt it off; force alone could remove it, 

which 


* 
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which inevitably broke off thoſe parts that 
were afterwards taken away. 


Some years ſince I removed with ſuc- 
cels, almoſt in the ſame manner, a large 
exfoliation of the Tibia, from the leg of 
Jane Bantam, of Edenſor, Derbyſhire, 
which was deemed incurable. The exfo— 
liated piece was longer than that in the 
preſent caſe, and conſiſted of the whole 
external ſubſtance of the Tibia, 
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AR TIC LIE XXXV. 


Memoirs of Jacques BaRBEU DUBOURG, 
Profeſſor of the FacuLTyY of MEDICINE 
of Paris; Member of the RoyAL So- 
CIETY of SCIENCES of MONTPELLIER, 
of the MEDICAL SOCIETY of LONDON, 
and of the Rovar MEDICAL SociE Tx 
of PARIS; of the ACADEMY of SCIEN= 
CES of STOCKHOLM, and of the AME- 
RICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY of 
PHILADELPHIA : By J. C. LtTTSOM, 
M. D. Kc. 


Real February 25, 1787. 
To the MEDICAL SocitTY of LoN DO. 


T was not till the beginning of this 
month, when the volume of your Me— 
moirs was nearly printed, that you deter- 
mined to © preſerve ſome honourable 
memorial of former aſſociates who may 
be removed by death,” and appointed me 
to prepare ſome account of my late honour- 
ed friend Dr. DuBouURG, who was the firſt 
correſponding 
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correſponding member elected into our So- 
ciety*. Short as was the time allotted me 
for effecting it, I accepted the appointment, 
more from the deſire of offering a grateful 
tribute to his memory, than from a preſump- 
tion of ability to do juſtice to it. As I had 
not the honour of his acquaintance till the 
year 1773, I am compelled to draw the 
Memoirs of his Life, till that period, from 
the Eloge, publiſhed in the ſecond volume 
of the Hiſtoire de la Societe Royale de 
Medicine. 


Jacques BARBEU DuBOURG was born 
at Mayenne, on the 15th of February 1709, 
at which place he received the rudiments 
of his education; here his improvement 
was rapid, for at the fifteenth year of his 
age he had ſo far completed his education, 


as to reſolve upon that plan of life which! 


ſeemed deſtined for his future attachment 
and cultivation. He had two brothers, 
who had devoted themſelves to the church, 
and probably fraternal affection, more than 
moral conſtitution, early biaſſed his mind 


On the zth day of October, 1773, 
to 
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to purſue the ſame path; and from this 
motive, the ſtudy of theology now occu- 
pied his attention; in the purſur! of which 
he acquired a critical knowledge of the 
Hebrew, and he has ſince been frequently 
conſulted in the interpretation of the moſt 


difficult paſſages in this ſacred language. 


As a ſcholar, and as a moraliſt, this 
amiable youth might be deemed worthy of 
the prieſthood; but when the period arrived 
that the irrevocable oath eſſential to aſſu- 
ming the ſacerdotal office was to be exacted, 
that for ever binds the prieſt to the altar 
(and which can never be pronounced with- 
out the riſk of ſacrilege), his mind, in 
which the ſeeds of freedom early germi- 
nated, revolted at the proſpett of perpetual 
reſtraint, and made him abandon a choice 
that was primarily dictated by the example 
of thoſe he molt loved, rather than by 
conviction of judgment. 


Freed from the ſhackles of theological 
ſtudies, he cultivated literature in general, 
as much more congenial to that liberality of 

mind, 
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mind, and favourable to that ſpirit of in- 
dependence, which conſtituted the moſt 
prominent features in his character. 


In the gratification of his own unbiaſſed 
taſte, poetry and hiſtory became his fa- 
vourite ſtudies, to which he united thoſe 
more immediately connected with medicine; 
though it was not till the thirty-eighth year 
of his age that he offered himſelf before 
the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, into 
which body he was admitted in the year 
1748, aſter having maintained his Theſes 
with great ſpirit and diſlinguiſhed repu— 
tation“; but prior to this period he had 
evinced his attachment to the ſcience of 
medicine by his defence of it againſt the 


College of Surgery .. 
His 
> His Theſes were, 
Daturne etiam vitalium organorum fomnus? aff. 1746. 
. Utriim anni climaterici cæteris periculoſiores ? neg. 
1747. | 
An Variolarum morbus abſque eruptione ? aff. 1747. 


An Trachæotomiæ nunc Scalpellum, nunc trigonus 
mucro * afhrmat, 1748. 


— 


10 


— 0D 


Lettre, &c. a l'abbé Desfontaines au ſujet de la 
Maitriſe-Cs-arts. 174% in 12mo. 
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His reception into the faculty of medi- 
cine interrupted not his literary labours; 
the correſpondence which he maintained 
with the learned in England and Italy, 
rendered it requiſite for him to acquire the 
languages of theſe reſpective countries. 
His friendſhip with the celebrated Lord 
Bolingbroke more particularly inſpired him 
with a taſte for Engliſh literature, and he 
tranſlated with ſucceſs this nobleman's let- 
ters on Hiſtory, from Pope's edition in 
17389, to which he added a tranſlation of 
an ingenious and philoſophical letter by 
Lord Bathurſt, upon the advantages of 
retirement, which teaches us the know- 
ledge of ourſelves in the ſweet enjoyment 
of meditation; and upon the utility of 
ſtudy, which in multiplying the ſources 
of virtue and happineſs, helps us to de- 
ſerve the eſteem of men, and as much as 
poſſible to live without them, and in exile 
is equally uſeful to the wife man as to the 


Deux lettres a une dame au ſujet d'une experience de 
Chirurgie faite a la Charité, le 22 Juin 1744. Paris, 8vo. 


Lettres ſur Phiſtoire, traduites de Bolingbroke, 2 vols. 
12mo. Paris 1732. 


fool, 
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fool, ſince by it the one finds repoſe, and 
the other his reaſon. 


Man, who is but an atom on the Globe, 
and whoſe exiſtence on it is tranſitory, has 
by his induſtry, and by his indefatigable 
curioſity, diſcovered the relations of the 
parts of which it conſiſts, and aſcertained 
the periods of the revolutions which they 
have undergone, Two ſciences, Geogra- 
phy and Chronology, have been the reſult 
of theſe reſearches, and it is upon theſe 
that the knowledge of hiſtory 1s founded : 
the whole extent of the earthly globe, in 
the ſtrict ſenſe of the firſt, is but a circum- 
ſcribed ſpace, which it meaſures with pre- 
ciſion, according to the dimenſions of its 
heighth and breadth, upon which the im- 
menſe ocean, the courſe of rivers, and the 
chain of mountains are inſtantly perceived, 
and which preſents in a ſingle table all 
the known climates, ranged according to 
the proportion of their diſtances, The 
ſecond traces and adjuſts the ſucceſſion of 
events; leſs compounded than Geography, 
the objects of which it treats, like time, 
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have but one dimenſion, that of their du- 
ration. Chronology hitherto had not been re- 
duced on tables; DuBouRG had the merit 
of conceiving this arduous deſign in thirty- 
five plates d, which placed together, and 
rolled upon two cylinders, 1mitated the 
revolution of centuries, and compoled a 
chronological table, extending to the year 
1753, when our author wrote. 


After having thus diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
as the hiſtorian of all nations and ages, he 
conducted a journal of medicine, entitled, 
Gazette d Epidaure*, which continued three 
years, and contained many practical and 
intereſting obſervations. 


Sometime afterwards, the phyſicians and 
ſurgeons of Paris were much divided on a 
medical legal diſquiſition on the duration 
of geſtation, and the time of parturition ; 


* Theſe were preceded by an explanatory diſcourſe. 
Tables have been ſince formed in England by Dr. 
Prieſtley, Dr. Blair, and Dr. Playfair. 


© Gazette d'Epidaure, ou Recueil hebdomadaire des 
nouvelles de medicine, &c. Paris, 1761—6g, 8vo. 4 vol. 


which 
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which was conducted with great heat and 
acrimony by the different parties: Dr. 
DurouRG was engaged inthis controverſy, 
and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a valuable and 
elaborate publication, by which he acqui- 
red additional fame and reputation, like 
the late Doctor Hunter, upon a ſubject not 
very diſſimilar: this amiable phyſician was 
on the fide of humanity; for a mind 
endued with ſentiments of honour and 
virtue, is the leaſt liable to ſuſpect the 
want of them in others. 


To the cultivation of Botany he devo- 
ted much of his time. His garden, which 
contained a large aſſemblage of plants, was 
open to ſtudents, and the lovers of Botany ; 
and in 1967 he publiſhed a copious works, 
explanatory of his new method of arrang- 
ing plants; which allo comprized many 


3 
Recherches ſur la durce de la groſſeſſe et le terme de 
Paccouchement. Amſterdam, 1765. 


* Le Botaniſte Francois, comprenant toutes les plantes 
communes et uſuelles, di{poſces ſuivant une nouvelle mEs+ 
rhode et decrites en langage vulgaire, 2 vol. 12mo. 


„ curious 


484 MEMOIRS of the 


curious eſſays on the nature of diſeaſes and 
their remedies. 


In perſon, Dr. DuzourG was ſomewhat 
above the middle ſtature, and full, but 
not groſs in figure; of a fair complexion, 
and great affability in his countenance, 
with a firmneſs, at the ſame time, in his 
features, which conveyed the 1dea of the 
union of dignity of mind, with ſoftneſs of 
manners: with a conſtitution thus organi- 
zed for the happy acquirement of conh- 
dential intercourle, his underſtanding was 
refined and improved by the cultivation of 
letters, and deep reflection on man, in the 
molt extended view; this is particularly evi- 
dent in his . Code de la raiſon humai neh,“ 
in which he firſt conſiders him in his indivi- 
dual exiſtence, and afterwards purſues the 
inveſtigation through all his relative duties 
in life; as the member of a family in the 
patriarchal ſtate, till he becomes a citizen of 
the world, in the moſt enlarged and philoſo- 
phical view, formed for communicating hap- 


Petit code de la raiſon humaine, ou Expoſition ſuccinRe 
de ce que la raiſon dicte a tous les hommes, &c. 1773. 


pineſs 
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pineſs to others, and of participating in it, 
as flowing from the divine and inexhauſtible 
ſource. 


A mind actuated by ſuch ſentiments of 
urbanity, muſt be peculiarly prone to the 
intercourſe of the moſt generous and ſocial 
affections, which begets friendſhips, found- 
ed upon ſincerity, and unites friends in in- 
diſſoluble bonds of amity. In this ſacred 
union, the beſt and wiſeſt of men have 
been the moſt choice in forming con- 
nections, which influence and improve 
the deareſt enjoyments of liſe. Dr. Du- 
BOURG, with an affability of liberal and 
ealy manners, maintained a ſcrupulous 
caution in forming his friendſhips : often 
has he ſaid, © 7awmerots mieuæ, avoir ul 
« honnele homme pour ennemt, qu” un fi- 
% pon Pour ami.“ 


About the middle of the eighteenth 
century, there aroſe a luminary in the 
new, whole radiance was perceptible in 
the moſt enlightened nations of the old 
hemiſphere. It was in that province, which 
not a century beſore, was the ſeat of ſava- 


ges, 
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ges, wherein Penn diffuſed the mild ſpirit 
of legiſlation, and of religion, that Frank- 
lin, a native of Boſton, firſt burſt forth 
upon the philoſophical world, and realized, 
what the warm 1magination of poets had 
aſcribed to Prometheus. But the fire 
which the enterprize of his great mind had 
ſnatched from heaven, he controlled; and 
rendered one of the moſt attive and tre- 
mendous agents in nature, ſubſervient to 
his direction, and to that of poſterity. 


Our departed aſſociate was admitted into 
the friend{hip of this great philoſopher 
early in the year 1773, and ever afterwards 
continued one of his moſt intimate and 
boſom aſſociates; and it was our colleague 
that had the honour of diffuſing the know- 
ledge of the electrical philoſophy through- 
out France and the continent of Europe, 
by the publication of Geuvres de Mr. 
Franklin. 


About this time I vifited Paris, from 
whence Franklin. was recently returned, 
who gave me a letter of introduction to 


Dr. 
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Dr. DuBouRG, part of which he publiſhed 


in the ſecond volume of Franklin's works, 
and this was the firſt inſtance of my name 
being recorded in print. 


In France, where literature has begot a 
Ipirit of free inquiry, a zeal for liberty 
and the rights of mankind, has been gra- 
dually diffuſed, and a paſſion for patriotiſm 
has pervaded their confidential circles, and 
particularly influenced the character of the 
youth. Our colleague, whoſe love of free- 
dom and dread of reſtraint, had determi- 
ned him, at his ſixteenth year, to relinquiſh 
proſpetts of advantage for the liberal pur- 
ſuits of philoſophy, had the ſame indepen- 
dency of mind, confirmed by the maturity 
ol judgment; his recent, but intimate con- 
nexion with Franklin, animated his zeal 
for the proſperity of naſcent republics; and 
in his ſixty-fourth year he was the firſt ally 
that America could claim in France. 


There is an union between the ſexes of 
heart and ſoul; of ſublime friendſhip, found- 
ed upon unlimited affection, which places 


man 
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man in the firſt and moſt endearing ſitua- 
tion he can poſſibly enjoy; and few par- 
took of the bleſſings of connubial felicity in 
a more exalted enjoy ment than DB OUR. 
That man 1s depraved beyond redemption, 
who, inſenſible to femaleendearments, prides 
himſelf in an apathy which deprives him 
of the fineſt feelings annexed to his nature: 
not ſo, with the phyſician and philoſopher 
whole loſs we regret, and whoſe memory 
we gratefully record; who, ſenſible of do- 
meſtic felicity, gloried in his conjugal at- 
tachment, and wreathed in a civic crown, 
laurels of public fame, in dedicating to 
his boſom companion, Le Botaniſte Fran- 
cots, a work publiſhed in 1767, in two 
duodecimo volumes. 


As he was devoted to her in the ten- 
dereſt affection, he bemoaned her deceaſe, 
which happened in Auguſt 1777, with tears 
of affliction, which nothing could wipe away 
but time, and the conſolations of religion 
and philolophy. His letter to me, which 
announced this melancholy circumſtance, I 
have repeatedly read, and as often admired 

the 
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the melancholy expreſſions he indulged in 
his loſs, and the Chriſtian ſubmiſſion with 
which he endeavoured to ſupport it. The 
ardour of youthful affection is diſtinguiſhed 
for generous warmth ; but as it is often 
formed from paſſion, rather than judg- 
ment, it dazzles, but does not conſume ; 
and the fires of youth are ſooner extin- 
guiſhed than the embers of age: DuBourG 
mourned his loſt mate till death placed 
them in the ſame cemetery. He was at- 
tacked by a fever early in December 1779. 

of which he died on the 13th, in the ſeventy- 
firſt year of his age. 


Religion, the firſt gift of heaven to man, 
calculated to promote his happineſs here, 
and to ſecure it in futurity, has too often 
been perverted to the worſt of purpoſes; in- 
ſtead of diffuſing mutual happineſs, it has 
been the engine of mutual injuries ; but the 
philanthropy of DuzourG embraced the 
amities of the goſpel, and univerſal tolera- 
tion was the ardent wiſh of his heart. The 
addreſs of Barclay to the Prince then on the 


Britiſh throne, which for boldneſs and truth 
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1s unequalled in hiſtory, he often read to 
circles of his acquaintance ; and in the 
liberal warmth of his heart, he thus con- 
cluded it, May I hve to ſee that ſect, to 
„ whoſe opinions Barclay gave a ſyſtem, 
« eſtabliſhed in France.” Little did I then 
think that the prayer of DuBourG would 
be realized by the policy of De Vergennes ; 
that the Quakers of Nantucket would find 
an aſylum in 1787 in the boſom of France. 


It ts not the prince alone, ſupreme as 
he is, that forms the genius of an empire; 
it is the gradual evolution of ſentiment in 
the people, which is ſlow in its progreſs, 
but permanent in its duration: this ſhould 
encourage every good citizen to exertion, 
in gradually diffuſing among the people 
juit and virtuous principles, which ulti- 
mately conduce to private and public hap- 
pineſs: every man has his circle of in- 
fluence, and fo far as he extends the light 
of truth, he contributes to improve man- 
kind; and I am perſuaded, that the liberal 
ſpirit of toleration, which Dr. DuBouRG 
long and uniformly promoted, conduced 
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with the efforts of others, to prepare the 
minds of the French for a ſyſtem of reli- 
gious toleration, to which they would not 
have been reconciled, at any period, ſince 
the revocation of the edict of Nantz, till 
the auguſtan age of Lewis the ſixteenth. 


May the beneficent ſpirit of philoſophy, 
that inhabited the breaſt of our departed 
aſſociate, inſpire the rulers of the earth, to 
extend to man the privilege of addreſſing 
his Creator, in the language of his own 


heart, to whom alone he is finally amena- 
ble for his faith and for his actions. 
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